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RESISTANCE TO COLONIAL RULE  
• This is basically where African societies or individuals refused to co-operate with the 

whites in the imposition of colonial rule.  
• Individual resistors included Kabaka Mwanga of Buganda, Omukama Kabalega of 

Bunyoro, and Laibon Sendeyo of the Maasai e.t.c.  
• Large scale resistances included Maji- Maji rebellion in southern Tanganyika, Abushiri 

revolt along the coast in Tanganyika, Nandi resistance in Kenya, Mau- Mau in Kenya, 
and Lamogi revolt in northern Uganda.  

  
REASONS FOR RESISTANCE   
 African societies wanted to preserve their independence e.g. Bunyoro, Nandi, Hehe.  
 The imposition of colonial rule had interrupted territorial expansion of some societies 

e.g. Kabalega of Bunyoro crushed with the British because they wanted to check on 
his ambition of expanding his Kingdom to Toro, Bunyoro, and Ankole e.t.c  

 Colonial economic policies such as forced labor, compulsory growing of cash crops  
e.g. Maji Maji rebellion was as a result of forced cotton growing by the Germans.  

 Some societies resisted because colonial rule interfered with their economic interests 
e.g. Arabs and Swahili traders resisted the abolition of Slave trade leading to the 
Abushiri rebellion.  

 Presence of able leaders also led to rebellion e.g. Kabalega of Bunyoro, Chief Mkwawa  
of the Hehe, Prophet Kinjikitile who led Maji Maji, Mau Mau led by General China.  

 Land alienation also led to resistances i.e. Europeans forcefully grabbed African land 
to introduce the growing of cash crops e.g. Mau Mau in Kenya was as a result of the 
Kikuyu losing their fertile Kenyan highlands.  

 Heavy taxation also led the rebellions with in East Africa e.g. the British introduced 
hut and gun tax which left Africans in poverty.  

 The method used to acquire lands also determined the mode of reaction e.g. the 
British used force in Bunyoro and Lango hence leading to rebellions.  

 Religious propaganda and superstition also led to rebellions e.g. Maji- Maji fighters 
were miss-led by prophet Kinjikitile while the Nandi were encouraged by Kimnyole’s 
Prophecies.  

 Other resisted because their neighbours who in most cases were their enemies, had 
collaborated with whites e.g. Bunyoro could not cooperate with the British because 
the Baganda had done so.  

 Other resisted because they were sure of their military strength e.g. Kabalega and 
Mau- Mau militants believed that they were too strong for the Europeans.  
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 Some societies resisted cultural and religious imperialism of the colonialists e.g. Arabs 
and Swahili traders wanted to defend Islam leading to the Abushiri rebellion.  

 Segregation and harsh rules by the Europeans also led to rebellions e.g. in Kenya, all 
Africans who were to move to urban centers were supposed to carry passes called 
Kipande (identity



 

Pa
ge

3 

Some societies resisted as a result of European interference with their Political affairs 
e.g. Germans had replaced local chiefs with the Akidas and Jumbes leading to Maji Maji 
revolts.  
  
N.B: Most of resistances in East Africa where suppressed by the Europeans because of 
the following reasons:  
• False propaganda and superstition didn’t work in favors of Africans e.g. Kinjikitile’s 

magic water didn’t provide immunity to German bullets.  
• Africans where poorly organized e.g. they didn’t make enough preparation before war 

and didn’t have military training.  
• Disunity among the various tribes also weakened the Africans e.g. the Chagga and 

Nyamwezi didn’t join the Hehe rebellion.  
• Some African fighters lacked persistence i.e. they would pull out living fellow Africans 

to suffer the might of the European forces.  
• Superiority of European forces i.e. Africans depended on traditional weapons like 

spears, stones and outdated guns compared to Europeans who had modern guns like 
the Maxim gun.  

• Some societies had been hit by natural calamities e.g. drought, famine, diseases e.t.c 
and this weakened their armies.  

• Poor military tactics, African always fought in big groups while Europeans fought in 
troops which made it easy for the Europeans to defeat the Africans.  

• Influence of collaborators: African resistance was weakened by collaborators e.g. 
Kakungulu who worked for British helped in the capture of Kabalega and Mwanga.  

• The death of able leaders also left a power vacuum like chief Mkwawa of the Hehe 
was surrounded by German troops and he committed suicide by shooting himself 
while Chief Orkoiyot Koitale of the Nandi was also murdered in cold blood and this 
left their people without leadership.   

  
Case study of individual resistors Kabaka Mwanga  
 He was Muganda Prince born around 1866 to Kabaka Muteesa I of Buganda.  
 Upon the death of his father, he came to power at a tender age of 18 on 24th October 

1884.  
 His early years in power were faced with many problems e.g. growing influence of 

European power, many religious groups in Buganda and Kabalega’s desire to revive 
Bunyoro’s glory.  

 Unlike his father, Mwanga could not manage all these problems at his tender age.  
 He was erratic, inexperienced and could not handle all the pressure.  



 

Pa
ge

4 

 Arabs warned him of the problems he was to face if he worked with the whites.  
The rate of conversion to Christianity in Buganda worried Mwanga so much that he 
decided to deal with it decisively.  
In January 1885, he executed three CMS missionaries which marked the beginning 
of his campaign against Christianity.  

 In November of 1885, he ordered the execution of Bishop Hannington in Busoga.  
 On 3rd June 1886, he went ahead to execute thirty Christian converts at Namugongo 

for failing to denounce Christianity.  
 In 1888, he made plans to capture all Christians and Muslims in Buganda and take 

them to an Island on Lake Victoria and starve them to death.  
 The plan was unearthed by the Christians and Muslims who started plotting Kabaka 

Mwanga.  
 In October 1888, a combined force of Christians and Muslims overthrew Mwanga.  
 He was replaced by his brother Kiwewa.  
 The Muslims convinced Kiwewa to accept circumcision and convert to Islam but he 

refused on grounds that a Kabaka is not supposed to shed blood in the Ganda 
tradition.  

 The Muslims overthrew Kiwewa after a few months for refusing to convert to Islam.  
 His younger brother Kalema was then handed the power and he embraced Islam and 

was given the name Rashid.  
 Christians were not pleased with this development and they were forced to ally with 

the deposed Mwanga.  
 In October 1889, a combined force of Christians brought back Mwanga to power and 

Kalema and his Muslim supporters fled to Bunyoro.  
 On 30th April 1890, Mwanga signed an agreement with Fredrick Jackson which placed 

Buganda under the protection of IBEACO.  
 Mwanga embraced Christianity and was christened Daniel and even appointed 

Catholics in his government.  
 These developments did not end his problems as conflicts and quarrels continued 

between the missionary groups leading to the famous W’ngereza – W’faransa wars.  
 During the conflicts, Captain Fredrick Lugard of IBEACO armed the Protestants with 

500 guns to fight the Catholics.  
 The British accused the Catholics of supporting Mwanga against their rule.  
 Mwanga was defeated with his Catholic allies and he took refuge in Buddu (Masaka).  
 In 1893, he was recalled to sign a treaty with General Gerald Portal to end the mess 

in Buganda by equally dividing all posts among the Catholics and Protestants.  
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 In 1897, Mwanga got the support of disgruntled chiefs and he tried to resist the new 
British changes e.g. Kabaka’s loss of power and stopping collection of tribute from 
Busoga.  
Unfortunately, the revolt was crushed and Mwanga fled to Tanganyika where he 
surrendered to the Germans.  
The British deposed Mwanga and proclaimed his one year old son – Daudi Chwa II 
as the Kabaka with three ministers as his regents.  

 In 1898, Mwanga escaped from the Germans and he joined his ex-enemy Kabalega 
in Lango to continue with the resistance against the British.  

 With the help of Semei Kakungulu, Mwanga and Kabalega were captured on 9th April 
1899 at Kangai near Lake Kyoga.  

 This completely marked the end of his rebellion against British rule.  
 Mwanga and Kabalega were exiled to Seychelles Island on the Indian Ocean.  
 Mwanga died in exile on 8th May 1903 and he is remembered for trying to safeguard 

Buganda’s independence.  
  
Omukama Kabalega  
 He was born in 1850 to Omukama Kamurasi.  
 He spent his early years in Bulega where his father had been exiled by a rebellion.  
 From Bulega, he got the name Kabalega meaning ‘someone from Bulega’.  
 In 1869, he was involved in a power struggle with his brother Kabigumire over who 

should succeed their father.  
 In 1870, he came to power after defeating his brother by using the support of 

commoners, Langi mercenaries and his father’s bodyguards.  
 His problems didn’t end with the defeat of his brother and therefore his early years 

in power were full of trouble.  
 These ranged from internal rivalry, Buganda’s threats, increased European interests 

in Bunyoro and the need to revive Bunyoro’s lost glory.  
 He also built a strong army of the Abarusula with two regiments of 1800 men each 

and armed with guns got from coastal Arabs and Khartoumers.  
 He expanded Bunyoro’s boundaries to areas such as Toro, Acholi, Busoga, Buganda 

and Lango.  
 Kabalega’s imperialism soon landed him into clashes with the British who were also 

extending colonial rule in Uganda.  
 In June 1872, he resisted British intrusion when he fought Sir Samuel Baker and his 

Egyptian allies at the battle of Isansa at the Masindi border.  
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 Sir Samuel Baker and his Egyptian allies were utterly defeated and this dismayed the 
British.  

 Due to that success, Kabalega then attacked Buganda in the East which made him 
face Captain Fredrick Lugard and his Ganda allies.  

 At this time, he realized that his wars against the British were bound to cause him 
more problems and so he opted for peace.  

 He hoped that Sir Samuel Baker would give him military support against Buganda.  
Sir Samuel Baker told him that he would only offer his support if Kabalega accepted 
Egyptian protection which Kabalega refused.  
He even refused to sign the treaty of protection with Sir Samuel Baker.  

 In 1893, he attacked Kasagama of Toro, drove him out of his capital and forced him 
to seek refuge in Buddu (Masaka).  

 Kasagama met Lugard on his way who gave him support and he managed to defeat 
Kabalega’s forces and Kasagama was restored back to power.  

 A number of forts were built along the Toro – Bunyoro border to protect Kasagama 
against attacks from Kabalega.  

 Later, Kabalega attacked these forts and deposed Kasagama again.  
 In 1894, Lugard led a force of Europeans, Sudanese and Ganda mercenaries and they 

attacked and defeated Kabalega.  
 Kabalega abandoned his capital at Mparo and retreated to Budongo forest.  
 The British under Colonel Colville occupied Bunyoro and installed his sonKitahimbwa 

as the new Omukama.  
 In Budongo forest, Kabalega continued with his resistance using the guerilla tactics 

of hit and run.  
 In 1895, he successfully defeated the British and Ganda forces in Masindi.  
 It was Semei Kakungulu who defeated him in Budongo forest and he fled to Lango in 

northern Uganda.  
 In Lango, he was joined by Mwanga who was also running away from British 

imperialism in Buganda.  
 The two continued with their resistance by using the guerilla war tactic against British 

rule.  
 However, in Lango, the two were betrayed by local chiefs who reported them to 

Semei Kakungulu.  
 They were captured on 9th April 1899 at Kangai in a swamp near Lake Kyoga.  
 Kakungulu brought them to Kampala and handed them officially to the British who 

deported them to Seychelles Island in the Indian Ocean.  
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 Even in exile, the Banyoro continued looking at Kabalega as their hero and pressed 
for his return.  

 While in exile, he converted to Christianity and was baptized Yohana.  
 Later on, he was allowed to return as a commoner but he didn’t reach Bunyoro.  
 He died at Mpumudde near Jinja on 7th April 1923 at the age of 75.  
 He was buried at Mparo in present day Hoima district and he was remembered as an 

African hero who staged a serious resistance to the British occupation of his area.    
  
Chief Awich of Payera  
 Awich was a Rwoth (chief) of Payera in Acholi district.  
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He came to power in the 1880’s after the death of his father, Rwoth 
Camo.  

 By the time he came to power, the British were busy extending their rule 
in Northern Uganda.  

 He constantly attacked and raided his neighbours e.g. the Paibona.  
 These acts greatly annoyed the Major Radcliffe Delme who was the 

British Commissioner at Nimule.  
 The commissioner pleaded to Awich to stop his activities but he refused 

and even escaped arrest from the British.  
 Awich even refused to sign a treaty with Colonel Mac-Donald as other 

Acholi chiefs had done in 1892.  
 British hatred for him increased when he gave asylum to Kabalega and 

his fugitives who were terrorizing the colony from Lango.  
 He defied British pleas for him to chase away Kabalega and his fugitive 

soldiers.  
 In 1898, a British force under Major Herman set out to capture chief 

Awich and in 1901, he was captured and taken to Nimule.  
 He was imprisoned and while in prison, his people continued to revolt 

and demanded for his return.  
 In March 1902, the British reinstated him as the ruler in Payera after 

failing to establish administration in his absence.  
 In 1903, Colonel Mac-Donald tried to persuade him to accept British rule 

but he refused.  
 Awich was then involved in inter-clan wars on the side of the Joka clan 

of Purnanga against the Langi and Ogoora clan.  
 In January 1912, he was accused of amassing guns from the Arabs and 

the British began to register them.  
 Awich organized the Acholi to resist the policy of arms registration and 

this resulted into the Lamogi rebellion.  
 He was thus arrested and taken to court at Nimule to face charges.  
 During the court session, he lost his temper and boxed a British 

prosecutor called Sullivan who was cross examining him.  
 He was fined two cows, a goat and ivory and he was imprisoned at Kololo 

in Kampala for contempt of court.  
 As he served his prison sentence, his chiefdom was divided into two.  
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 By the time he returned in 1919 from prison, he was no longer a ruler 
and his chiefdom was no more.  

 He however invited Christian missionaries to his area to teach his people 
Christianity and book learning.  

 He died in the 1920’s having done a lot to protect his area against British 
rule.  

        
THE ABUSHIRI UPRISING (1888 – 1890)  
• This was the earliest resistance against German rule in Tanganyika.  
• It took place on the Tanzania coast between 1888 – 1890.  
• It was basically a revolt of the coastal slave traders and it included some 

Africans and Swahili traders.  
• The Abushiri uprisings were divided into two.  
• The one in the northern coastal area around Pangani was led by Abushiri.  
• The one in the south near Dar-es-salaam and Kilwa was led by Bwana 

Heri.  
  
CAUSES OF THE ABUSHIRI UPRISING   
 The rebellion was intended to keep the coast independent and free from 

German domination.  
 The coastal traders and Swahili were protecting their economic power 

i.e. the German East Africa Company had abolished slave trade which 
was the major trade item of the Arabs.  

 The coastal people were also angered by the Germans who had taken 
over the collecting of mainland import duties or taxes.  

 The coastal people were also protesting against the loss of their property 
e.g. GEACO had started confiscating Arab houses to be used as bases 
for German administration.  

 The GEACO had started issuing economic restrictions on ownership of 
land and property which the Arab traders challenged.  

 The Germans did not respect the cultures and traditions of the coastal 
people mainly because the Germans were Christians and Arabs were 
Moslems.  

 The Coastal people were also angered by German attempts to alienate 
their land. E.g. in 1888 they came up with a new land regulation which 
required people to have proof of land ownership.  
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 The Germans demanded heavy taxes from the traders and local people 
e.g. poll tax, hut tax and inheritance tax on top of brutally collecting the 
taxes.  

 The Germans had recruited the Akidas and Jumbes in their 
administration who were mistreating the Arab traders yet they were 
related to the coastal Arabs.  

 Presence of able leadership by Abushiri in Pangani, Bwana Heri in Uzigua 
and Matoro in Lindi also led to the outbreak of the revolts.  

 The local rulers were being humiliated and harassed by the Germans 
who flogged them in public and embarrassed them before their subjects.  

 The Germans forced the Africans to grow cash crops under severe 
conditions which angered the coastal people.  

 The rise of nationalistic feelings also led to the outbreak of revolts. There 
was a desire to regain their independence that had been eroded.  

 The Arabs had participated in the Indian Ocean trade for so long and 
had gathered weapons e.g. guns which forced them to engage the 
Germans in war.  

 The Germans disrespected the coastal Arabs e.g. they drank and slept 
with peoples’ wives and even entered Mosques with their dogs which 
annoyed the Moslems.  

  
COURSE OF ABUSHIRI REBELLION  
• It started on 18th August 1888 in Pangani where GEACO had established 

an administrative post.  
• It was led by Abushiri Ibn Salim al Harthi, a prominent Arab trader and 

sugar cane planter in Pangani.  
• It started when Abushiri refused to raise / hoist the German flag and 

even refused to listen to the German instructions and his people started 
rioting against the Germans.  

• The rebellion abruptly and spontaneously spread to other areas e.g. 
Tanga, Kilwa, Mikindini and Kilwa.  

• Some Bantu communities’ e.g. the Bonda and Zinguwa also joined the 
rebellion.  

• Bwana Heri, a Swahili chief in Uzigua and other coastal Arabs joined the 
revolt.  

• The Germans were caught unaware and suffered heavy losses.  
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• GEACO officials were beaten and driven out of all coastal towns except 
Dar-esSalaam.  

• The Abushiri rebels surrounded them and captured them.  
• The Germans called for assistance from home and by May 1889, 

reinforcement had arrived under Major Von Wissman.  
• He commanded a large army of 600 Nubian, Sudanese, 50 Somalis, 350 

Zulus and 20 Turkish troops.  
• Within 2 months, Wissman had captured Pangani and Dar-es-Salaam.  
• Many Arabs who had supported Abushiri opted to make peace with the 

Germans.  
• Smelling defeat, Abushiri retreated into the interior and hired 500 Maviti 

fighters (Ngoni warriors).  
• They used the Ngoni tactics of warfare but did not save the situation 

because they were only interested in looting.  
• He later adopted the guerilla war tactic of hit and run.  
• By 15th Dec 1889 most of his followers had deserted him.  
• He was later betrayed by a Jumbe called Magaya of Usagara.  
• He was captured and killed at Bagamoyo.  
• By 1890, Von Wissman had moved to the south and captured all coastal 

towns e.g. Kilwa, and Lindi.  
• In April 1890, Bwana Heri also submitted to the Germans and this 

marked the end of the rebellion.  
  
PROBLEMS FACED BY ABUSHIRI DURING THE 
RESISTANCEAGAINST THE GERMANS.    
 He had never been a military man and so were many of his followers 

who lacked military training.  
 It was poorly organized since the fighters lacked serious military 

strategies and thorough preparation.  
 Abushiri’s weapons were inferior e.g. old fashioned guns, bows, arrows 

and short stabbing spears which couldn’t match the guns of the 
Germans.  

 The Germans had recruited a large force reinforced by Nubians, 
Sudanese, Somalis and Zulu and Turkish troops.  

 The 500 Maviti mercenaries recruited by Abushiri lacked interest in war 
and instead of fighting they were just looting from the Germans.  
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 Some coastal tribes easily gave in to the Germans e.g. Magaya of 
Usagara even gave the Germans information about Abushiri.  

 The rebellion wasn’t well coordinated and lacked a united command e.g. 
Abushiri led forces in Pangani, Bwana Heri in Uzigua and Matoro in Kilwa.  

 The revolt lacked a national outlook i.e. the indigenous people (blacks) 
did not join the revolt because it was entirely an Arab revolt.  

 Abushiri employed poor methods of fighting e.g. they used open warfare 
which put him and his troops at a disadvantage.  

 The Germans also used cruel methods to suppress the rebellion e.g. the 
scorched earth policy, hanging the captured rioters and shooting at first 
sight which greatly scared the rebels.  

 Abushiri was forced into the interior where he lacked an Arab following. 
E.g. he was cut off from the supply of guns and ammunition while in the 
interior.  

 The Germans were determined to crush the rebellion because they 
wanted to colonize Tanganyika.  

 The landscape of the coast lacked defensive barriers so the Abushiri 
rebels could be spotted from far.  

 Famine also weakened the Abushiri rebels e.g. many of the Bwana Heri 
fighters surrendered due to starvation.  

  
EFFECTS OF THE REBELLION  
• There was heavy loss of lives like Abushiri was killed during the rebellion.  
• There was heavy destruction of property e.g. buildings were demolished.  
• Abushiri was defeated which marked the end of his independence and 

that of the coastal Arabs.  
• There was deliberate spread of cattle diseases like rinder pest, by the 

Germans.  
• The Germans used the scorched earth policy which led to outbreak of 

famine.  
• The Germans were forced to change their government e.g. they brought 

in traditional rulers to replace the Akidas and Jumbes at the coast.  
• The Germans also realized the weaknesses of GEACO hence the colonial 

government took over immediately.  
• Abushiri’s defeat opened up East Africa for colonization e.g. many 

European settlers started coming to Tanganyika.  
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• After the defeat of Abushiri, peace returned to the coastal towns after a 
long time of political turmoil (upheaval / chaos)  

• The rebellion taught the people of northern Tanganyika not to bother 
resisting the Germans again.  

• The Germans were forced to work with the Arabs and Africans at the 
coast e.g. they trained a lot of personnel to help in the administration of 
the area.  

• Coastal towns like Kilwa, Malindi, Zanzibar and interior tribes of 
Tanganyika were forced to recognize German ownership over 
Tanganyika.  

• The rebellion also spread waves of nationalism with in Tanganyika e.g. 
Maji Maji revolt and Hehe revolts in Southern Tanganyika were as a result 
of Abushiri’s fight against the Germans.  

  
THE HEHE REBELLION/CHIEF MKWAWA’S RESISTANCE (1890 - 
1898)  
 The Hehe rebellion was the first major uprising that took place on 

mainland Tanganyika against German rule.  
• The rebellion took place in southern Tanganyika.  
• It was spearheaded by chief Mkwawa who had come to power in 

1878.  
• The major cause of the war was chief Mkwawa’s refusal to give up on 

trading activities as he had been instructed by the German colonialists.  
  
CAUSES OF THE REBELLION  
 Chief Mkwawa wanted to maintain the independence of his people which 

the Germans had eroded i.e. he didn’t want his people to be under 
foreign rule.  

 The Hehe under Mkwawa had built a strong army due to their 
participation in trade with the Arabs through which they got guns and 
they thought that they could humiliate the German forces.  

 Mkwawa levied a heavy Hongo tax on the caravans that passed through 
his area and when the Germans requested him to stop the tax, he 
refused and this led to war with the Germans.  
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 When German traders refused to pay tax to Mkwawa, he angrily reacted 
by closing the trade routes and imprisoning many traders at Usagara 
which annoyed the Germans.  

 The Hehe also resisted because the Germans had grabbed a lot of Hehe 
lands to introduce plantation farming.  

 The Germans were always interrupting Mkwawa’s aggressive 
expansionist raids against his neighbours and this brought him to clashes 
with the Germans who were also spreading their rule.  

 Mkwawa was also annoyed with German disrespect for him e.g. they 
called him backward and uncivilized yet he was a sovereign ruler of the 
Hehe.  

 Mkwawa also claimed to be the sole controller of the central long 
distance trade route (Tabora - Bagamoyo) which the Germans were also 
claiming and this resulted into war.  

 Forced labour on European farms, public works like roads also forced 
Mkwawa to mobilize his people to rebel against German rule.  

 Mkwawa’s diplomatic envoys (messengers) were on several occasions 
gunned down by the Germans forcing him to angrily retaliate by 
engaging them in warfare.  

 Mkwawa also expelled the German mercenaries (Akidas and Jumbes) 
that had been brought in to assist the Germans in administration. This 
annoyed the Germans who resorted to war.  

 The Hehe were also resisting cultural imperialism of the Germans who 
were encouraging Christianity, and western education and were 
condemning African cultures.  

 The Hehe were also known to be war mongers and they took a lot of 
pride in fighting and that is why they revolted against the Germans.  

 Mkwawa’s character also led to the outbreak of the revolt i.e. he was big 
headed and unpredictable. E.g. when he imprisoned the German traders 
for not paying tax, the Germans requested him to release them but he 
refused and this annoyed the Germans.  

 The Hehe also expected support from chief Chabruma of the Ngoni and 
chief Siki of Tabora and this gave them courage to fight against the 
Germans.  
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Course of the Hehe rebellion  
 Chief Mkwawa came to power in 1878 after succeeding his father 

Munyigumba.  
 He built a strong army which he used to stage a prolonged resistance 

against the Germans in southern Tanganyika.  
 From 1880, Mkwawa was busy expanding his borders of his empire.  
 It landed him into trouble with the Germans who were busy expanding 

their rule in Tanganyika.  
 In his bid to control the trade, Mkwawa closed the Tabora – Bagamoyo 

trade route.  
 He also imprisoned German and Swahili traders for refusing to pay 

Hongo tax/tribute.  
 Mkwawa was on several occasions requested by the Germans to release 

the traders he had imprisoned but he refused and this arrogance 
annoyed the Germans who reacted with force.  

 Mkwawa’s behavior was also based on the assumption that he was to 
get support from Chief Chabruma of the Ngoni and chief Siki of Tabora.  

 In 1891, a German force under Zewlekis confronted Mkwawa for the first 
time.  

 However he learnt of this plot and he ambushed and humiliated the 
German force at Lungala.  

 He killed many Germans and their commander, Zewlekis.  
 The Germans temporarily accepted defeat and they turned their 

attention to chief Isike of the Nyamwezi, who was willing to collaborate 
and work with them.  

 Mkwawa later realized the need for a peaceful end to the conflict.  
 He sent messengers with gifts to the Germans and they responded by 

gunning down Mkwawa’s messengers.  
 Mkwawa was greatly annoyed by this act and he responded by closing 

the caravan trade route from Bagamoyo to Tabora to all traders.  
 This forced the Germans to organize more attacks against him.  
 But Mkwawa was not to give up on his peaceful plans to end the conflicts.  
 He therefore sent another messenger to the Germans with gifts but he 

was also killed.  
 This greatly demoralized Mkwawa who engaged the Germans in full scale 

war at Kilosa.  
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 He managed to kill 290 Germans and their allies.  
 In October 1892, he destroyed a long distance caravan at Kondowa 

which increased his influence in the region.  
 Mkwawa was also able to complete the construction of his Fort at 

Kalenga.  
 In 1894, the Germans decided to deal decisively with Mkwawa and they 

stormed and destroyed his capital at Kalenga killing many of his soldiers.  
 With a handful of his men, Mkwawa escaped to Ingonge where he 

unsuccessfully attempted to ambush the Germans on their way back to 
the coast.  

 After this, the Germans relaxed their machinery against Mkwawa thinking 
that this had completely weakened him, but they were mistaken.  

 Mkwawa started using a guerilla war tactic (hit and run) to launch attacks 
on German controlled areas.  

 This also forced the Germans to adopt the scorched earth policy.  
 The Germans destroyed water and food reservoirs, which caused wide 

spread hunger and starvation.  
 Between 1895 – 1898, Mkwawa suffered heavy losses as his warriors 

were killed.  
 After sensing defeat, Mkwawa refused to be captured alive and instead 

shot himself in 1898.  
 A few of his trusted soldiers also surrendered to the Germans.  
 When the Germans found his body, they cut off his head and sent it to 

a museum in Berlin (Germany) and this marked the end of the Hehe 
resistance against the Germans.  

  
REASONS FOR MKWAWA’S DEFEAT  
• Military superiority of the Germans compared to Mkwawa’s outdated 

guns.  
• Lack of support from neighbouring societies e.g. the Sangu chief always 

spied on chief Mkwawa.  
• The Germans always received massive support from their home gov’t 

e.g. weapons, medicine.  
• The Hehe had a poor economy that could not sustain the prolonged 

resistance.  
• Lack of proper planning e.g. no battle plans were made.  
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• The scorched earth policy used by the Germans caused a lot of famine 
which weakened the Hehe.  

• Mkwawa lacked advisers e.g. he should have released the German 
traders who had not paid Hongo tax.  

• German brutality also scared some of Mkwawa’s forces and they 
surrendered.  

• The long periods of drought and diseases also weakened the Hehe.  
• By the time of his death, Mkwawa was sickly and this also led to the 

defeat against the Germans.  
• The Germans’ determination to completely discipline Mkwawa led to his 

defeat.  
• Mkwawa made a mistake of constructing a fort at Kalenga and this made 

it easy for the Germans to ambush his strongest point of defense.  
• Mkwawa had also neglected other areas in the Hehe region and was only 

concentrating on his capital at Kalenga and this made it easy for the 
Germans to defeat areas beyond the capital.  

• Mkwawa had been cut off from the Arab supply of arms which also 
weakened his army.  

• Finally, the death of Mkwawa left his forces with low morale for fighting, 
and many surrendered to the Germans afterwards.  

  
  
EFFECTS OF THE HEHE REBELLION  
� The Hehe were defeated by the Germans and they lost their 

independence.  
� Many people were killed e.g. at Kilosa, Mkwawa killed 290 Germans and 

their allies.  
� The death of people resulted into massive depopulation in southern 

Tanganyika.  
� The rebellion caused a lot of misery, suffering which forced some people 

to migrate to safer areas.  
� There was destruction of property e.g. villages, food stores especially 

when the Germans used the scorched earth policy.  
� Famine set in because people had neglected agriculture to fight the 

Germans.  
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� After the war, the Germans became more cruel and brutal to Africans 
which increased suffering.  

� Trade was disrupted especially along the central trade route in Nyamwezi 
land and Hehe land due to Mkwawa’s anti-German campaigns.  

� The Hehe learnt a lesson, that in future they should not bother resisting 
the Germans because they were superior e.g. during Maji-Maji rebellion 
(1905-1907), the Hehe didn’t participate.  

� The Germans also learnt a lesson that African resistances shouldn’t be 
taken for granted because the Hehe rebellion proved to the Germans 
that Africans could organize a war.  

� The rebellion spread waves of nationalism in Southern Tanganyika and 
this led to other revolts in future e.g. Maji-Maji revolt (1905-1907)  

� Africans who assisted the Germans during the war were rewarded by the 
Germans after the war e.g. the Sangu chief was promoted to the position 
of an Akida.  

� Diseases like dysentery and sleeping sickness were also spread.  
� The rebellion greatly affected the economic development of southern 

Tanganyika because many activities came to a standstill.  
� The Germans introduced new advisers and disbanded Mkwawa council 

of advisers which led to the introduction of Akidas and Jumbes in the 
area.  

  
MAJI -MAJI REBELLION (1905 – 1907)  
• The Maji-Maji rebellion took place in southern Tanganyika and was 

against the German rule.  
• The rebellion included a large section of tribes in southern Tanganyika 

e.g. Zaramo, Wangindo, Bena, Pogoro, Matumbi e.t.c.   
• The rebellion got its name from a Swahili phrase “maji-maji” which 

means magic water.  
• This magic water was got from River Rufiji by a medicine man called 

Bakero Kinjikitile Ngwale.  
• The rebellion stated in July 1905 and ended in 1907.  
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Causes of Maji Maji rebellion  
 The unsuccessful cotton scheme: The people of southern Tanganyika 

were forced to grow cotton by the Germans in 1902 but the soils were 
poor and the yields were also poor.  

 Africans also received very little pay for the cotton and this is what 
sparked off the rebellion.  

 Forced labor on government farms and public works like roads also 
forced Africans to rebel e.g. Africans worked for long hours and received 
little or no pay at all.  

 Heavy taxes. The Germans imposed taxes on Africans e.g. three rupees 
per cotton plot yet the taxes were accompanied with cruel methods of 
collection e.g. failure to pay meant torture, flogging and imprisonment.  

 Loss of land/land alienation: Africans in Southern Tanganyika had lost a 
lot of their lands to the German settlers forcing them to move to remote 
and unfavorable land.  

 The desire to regain independence that had been eroded by the Germans 
also led to the Maji – Maji rebellion in 1905.  

 The Africans were also resisting the cultural imperialism of the Germans 
who were encouraging Christianity and western education in favor of 
African cultures.  

 The Wangindo blamed the German mercenaries i.e. Akidas and Jumbes 
for raping and eloping with their wives and daughters as they were 
working on the cotton farms. .Akidas and Jumbes also allowed their dogs 
to enter Mosques and this greatly annoyed the Muslims.  

 The rebellion was also caused by the struggle to control the trade 
between the coast and the interior i.e. both Germans and Africans all 
claimed to control the trade.  

 Kinjikitile’s religious Propaganda that the magic water would give the 
fighters protection against German bullets inspired the Africans to fight 
and Kinjikitile provided the long awaited leadership for the revolt.  

 The replacement of African traditional rulers with the Akidas and Jumbes, 
who were very harsh, brutal and corrupt also led to the rebellion.  

 Effects of earlier rebellions for example the Hehe rebellion of 1890 in 
Tanganyika also inspired the Africans in Southern Tanganyika to rebel.  
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 The Ngoni had a personal grievance against the Germans because they 
wanted to revenge on the Germans for murdering their tribe mates 
during the Boma massacres in 1897.  

  
Course of the rebellion  
 In 1904, a traditional priest called Bakero Kinjikitile Ngwale emerged 

from the Ngarambe hills near River Rufigi.  
 He was possessed by a spirit called Hongo which stayed in a pond near 

River Rufigi.  
 It was from River Rufigi that the Magic water was got and mixed with 

millet, sorghum and local herbs to give immunity to the German bullets.  
 By January 1905, a secret movement called Jujila or Nywiwila had been 

formed among the Wangindo and Matumbi.  
 This movement worked by secretly communicating from one person to 

another, encouraging people to go for Kinjikitile’s Magic water.  
 However Kinjikitile did not instruct people to go and start fighting and 

when the Germans heard about the medicine man from Ngarambe hills, 
they did not take him serious.  

 By 1905, people grew impatient and decided to provoke the Germans 
into war by uprooting cotton farms and this was enough to engage the 
Germans into war against the Africans.  

 From Rufiji area, within a few weeks the rebellion had quickly spread to 
other cotton producing areas like Uluguru, Mahenge and Kilombero 
valleys.  

 On 2nd August 1905, the Africans attacked the coastal town of Samanga 
near Kilwa where many traders and government officials were murdered.   

 The whole town was burnt down and German missionaries were 
murdered.  

 From this time, the rebellion spread to all areas through night 
messengers and several societies e.g. the Mbuga, Bena, Pogoro, Zaramo 
later joined the rebellion.  

 On the 30th August 1905, Maji – Maji fighters attacked Lukuledi and 
Mahinge Valleys where the Germans were caught unprepared and it was 
a success for the Africans.  

 This forced the Germans to take the rebellion seriously and they adopted 
the scorched earth policy while the Africans resorted to Guerilla warfare.  
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 The Germans ordered for reinforcements and by November 1905, it had 
arrived under Von Wissman and the Germans started suppressing the 
rebellion systematically.  

 From 1906, the Germans rounded up whoever was opposed to their rule 
especially the ring leaders.  

 Leaders were killed, captured while others surrendered and Kinjikitile 
didn’t survive these killings.  

 Others decided to go into exile in Mozambique and when Kinjikitile was 
killed the rebellion came to an end in 1907 with the Germans emerging 
victorious.  

  
Why Africans lost the war  
� Kinjikitile false Propaganda i.e. the magic water didn’t provide immunity 

against German bullets as he had claimed.  
� There was no military training carried out to prepare the fighters for war.  
� Africans had poor organization i.e. people just joined the rebellion basing 

on Kinjikitile’s Propaganda.  
� Africans lacked unity among the various tribes i.e. some were even 

fighting amongst themselves.  
� Africans lacked a unified command i.e. they had more than one leader 

and they always fought together as a whole community and not in troops 
or battalions.  

� The Germans also used the scorched earth policy which left many African 
homes, food stores and gardens destroyed.  

� The Hehe, Chagga and Nyamwezi did not join the rebellion which 
reduced the power of the Africans fighting against the Germans.  

� Superiority of the German forces i.e. the Germans had guns while 
Africans had traditional and crude weapons e.g.  Spears, bows, and 
arrows, stones e.t.c.  

� The Maji Maji   fighters lacked persistence i.e. some tribes pulled out 
leaving fellow fighters to suffer.  

� The Germans received help from Germany in form of arms and troops.  
� Slave trade had also taken away the energetic men and left the weak 

ones .who could not do much in the rebellion.  
� Africans had poor economies that could not sustain a prolonged war 

against a rich and powerful country like Germany.  
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� The death of African leaders also made the rebellion lose continuity and 
strength e.g. Kinjikitile Ngwale.  

� The Germans were also determined to take over Tanganyika whether by 
hook or crook.  

  
Effects of the rebellion  
• The Maji Maji fighters were defeated and this completely led to the loss 

of African independence.  
• Many people lost their lives i.e. over 75,000 people were killed during 

the suppression of the rebellion.  
• As a result of the killings, there was heavy depopulation particularly in 

southern Tanganyika.  
• There was massive destruction of property i.e. settlements. Villages and 

cotton farms were burnt to the ground.  
• There was wide spread misery and suffering caused by the ruthless 

Germans.  
• A period of famine (Fuga Fuga) set in because people had neglected 

farming and the Germans had also used the scorched earth policy to 
destroy farms.  

• Africans lost confidence and trust in religion and traditional leaders and 
medicine men and started joining foreign religions like Christianity.  

• Many people were crippled in the war campaigns and others forced into 
exile especially to Mozambique.  

• The rebellion was a source of inspiration for future nationalists like Oscar 
Kambona and Julius. K. Nyerere who led the fight for independence.  

• Africans who collaborated with the Germans were rewarded with posts 
in the colonial government land.  

• The Germans also learnt from the rebellion and made changes in their 
administration e.g. the harsh Akidas and Jumbes were sacked / fired.  

• The colonial government made economic reforms e.g. taxes were 
relaxed and mistreatment of Africans was made punishable.  

• Africans were encouraged to grow cash crops on their own individual 
plots rather than on a communal basis.  

• In education, Africans were encouraged to go to School and scholarships 
were given to promising Students in order to fight ignorance.  
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• Economic activities like trade came to a standstill in Tanganyika and that 
is why the area lagged behind for a long time in terms of economic 
development.  

  
NANDI RESISTANCE (1895-1906)  
 The Nandi put up a strong and prolonged battle against the British in 

1895.  
 The rebellion took place in western Kenya particularly in the Uasin-Gishu 

plateau.  
  
CAUSES OF THE NANDI RESISTANCE  
 The Nandi fought the British in order to defend their independence i.e. 

they didn’t want British interference in their society affairs.  
 The Nandi did not want to see any stranger crossing their land and in 

1895, they killed a British trader Peter West and this sparked off the war.  
 The religious prophecy of Orkoiyot Kimnyole also inspired the Nandi to 

fight the British e.g. He warned that the Nandi land would at one time 
be ruled by foreigners.  

 The construction of the Uganda railway also provided the Nandi with an 
excuse to fight the British i.e. Prophet Orkoiyot had warned them of the 
“Big iron snake” belching smoke that came from the East to quench its 
thirst in the west. (Lake Victoria)  

 They believed that they were militarily superior because they had 
successfully defeated and raided all their neighbours e.g. the Maasai.  

 The Nandi also resisted because they believed in their cultural superiority 
and didn’t want the British to pollute their culture e.g. they resented the 
British dressing code and looked at it as the Nandi female devils.  

 The Nandi also had a belief that their land was the most fertile land in 
the whole world and therefore didn’t want to lose it to the British 
colonialists.  

 The Nandi also resisted because their traditional enemies and neighbours 
the Maasai and Luyia had collaborated with the British.  

 The Nandi were a Warrior society that took pride in fighting and raiding 
and therefore when the British came, they took it as a chance to show 
their military might.  
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 The Nandi resistance was also inspired by other rebellions like the Hehe 
and Abushiri revolts in Tanganyika.  

 The Nandi also had an environment advantage i.e. the Nandi hills were 
suitable for war with little space for open warfare.  

 The rise of Nandi nationalism towards the end of the 19th century also 
inspired the Nandi to challenge the British.  

 The killing of the Nandi leader Orkoiyot Koitale Arap Samoei in a 
shameful incident also forced the Nandi to pick up arms to fight the 
British.  

 The British were also interfering in Ivory and slave trade which were the 
main source of livelihood for most of the Nandi.  

  
  
COURSE OF THE NANDI RESISTANCE  
• Clashes between the British and the Nandi begun in 1895 when a British 

trader Peter West was killed by the Nandi for attempting to cross their 
land.  

• The British responded immediately by sending a force under General 
Cunningham comprised of six British and several Sudanese and Swahili 
mercenaries.  

• This force was defeated with 30 of their men killed.  
• In 1897, the Nandi successfully attacked the British and destroyed their 

mail system.  
• The British organized another force under the command of Truman and 

even recruited Maasai mercenaries but still they were crushed.  
• In 1900, when the Uganda railway reached their area, the Nandi often 

raided the equipment deposits, stole telegram wires and killed the Indian 
railway workers before disappearing into the hills.  

• At the same time, the Nandi attacked the Luo and Luyia tribes that were 
under the British and raided traders passing through that area.  

• The British mobilized a stronger force comprising of Ganda, Maasai and 
Sudanese mercenaries but still they were crushed.  

• This greatly worried the British who resorted to burning Villages and 
confiscating Nandi cows but the Nandi didn’t give up.  
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• After suffering several losses, the British decided to change tactics and 
adopted peaceful negotiations to end the war because they wanted the 
railway construction to go on.  

• The Nandi were also tired of the war, negotiations begun and an 
agreement was reached.  

• The Nandi allowed the British to build centres in Kipture, Kiptume and 
Kapkolei.  

• The peace was short lived and the Nandi resumed their attacks on the 
railway builders and looting telegram wires.  

• In 1902, the British organized an expedition which registered minimum 
success and this time the British decided to use force and diplomacy.  

• In the same year, the British built a strong force of about 1500 soldiers 
but its diplomacy which ended the Nandi wars.  

• In 1905, a British commander Colonel Meinertzhagen visited the Nandi 
leader Orkoiyot Koitale Samoei Arap Kimnyole and as he came out to 
greet his visitors, he was shot dead with some of his men.  

• To the Nandi, this was cold blooded murder of their leader and between 
October and November 1905, they tried to stage Guerilla wars but they 
were defeated with heavy losses.  

• By December 1905, the Nandi had lost the morale and spirit of fighting 
and this marked the end of their resistance against the British.  

• The Nandi were forced into reserves in the north far away from the 
railway line so that construction work would go on and their fertile lands 
were given to European settlers.     

WHY THE NANDI RESISTED THE BRITISH FOR SO LONG  
    Unlike other rebellions, the Nandi put up a prolonged resistance against 
the British for over 11years.  
 The Nandi were involved in the L.D.T through which they were able to 

acquire guns from their neighbours  bthe Akamba.  
 The Nandi pride i.e. they were a superior race militarily and culturally 

which gave them determination to fight the British for so long.  
 The emergence of Orkoiyot Koitale provided the necessary leadership for 

the wars because this united the Nandi and gave them morale.  
 The Nandi never suffered from famine because their land was fertile and 

could therefore support agriculture which provided enough food for their 
troops.  
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 Being a warrior society, the Nandi had a lot of experience in fighting e.g. 
they had a long of history of successfully defeating their neighbours like 
Maasai, Luyia and Luo.  

 The Nandi area had an environment advantage because it was hilly with 
little space for open warfare and the British could not use their maxim 
gun effectively.  

 The Nandi had a strong, organized and highly disciplined army which 
was divided into units and companies based on clans and place of 
residence.  

 The Nandi employed the Guerilla tactic which involved ambushes (hit and 
run) especially at night and this always surprised the British who were 
unprepared for these fights.  

 The cutting of telecommunication lines by the Nandi hindered the 
transportation of British troops and reinforcements.  

 The Nandi lacked defensive units e.g. forts and barracks which could 
have been possible targets for the British forces.  

 The presence of black smiths among the Nandi who constantly made iron 
weapons like spears, arrows and these were used to strengthen the 
Nandi army.  

  
WHY THE NANDI FINALLY LOST THE WAR  
 The British had a lot of determination because this was delaying 

colonialism and they wanted to construct the Uganda railway.  
 The death of Orkoiyot Koitale also led to the final defeat of the Nandi i.e. 

he died in a shameful manner hence causing them to lose the morale of 
fighting.   

 The Nandi had inferior weapons which could not compete effectively with 
the superior weapons of the British who had the maxim guns.  

 The British always got support from neighbouring  countries e.g. Uganda, 
Sudan and Egypt in form of troops and ammunitions (weapons)   

 The British always recruited mercenaries into their army e.g. Maasai and 
Sudanese mercenaries who made their army grow stronger.  

 The Nandi lacked support from their immediate neighbours like the 
Maasai which greatly led to their defeat.  

 The recruited mercenaries knew about the Nandi military tactics which 
information was used by the British to defeat the Nandi.  
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 The scorched earth policy employed by the British greatly weakened the 
Nandi because several farms and houses were destroyed and this left 
the Nandi suffering.  

 Many of the Nandi troops and people were always killed by the tropical 
diseases and famine which reduced on their military might.  

 The Nandi neighbours who were hired as mercenaries also had the 
determination to support the British and defeat the Nandi who had 
terrorized them for so long.  

 The British tricked the Nandi into negotiations and agreements into 
accepting to work with the British, also weakened the Nandi military 
might.  

 British missionaries used the tactic of spreading Christianity which 
brought about disunity amongst the Nandi.  

Effects of the Nandi resistance  
� There was heavy loss of lives especially the Africans which led to 

depopulation in the area.  
� There was massive destruction of property. E.g. Villages and food stores 

were all set on fire and this led to famine.  
� The Nandi lost their land to the white settlers and the Uganda railway 

line and were pushed to infertile lands in the north.  
� There was wide spread poverty and misery in the Nandi area due to the 

serious economic destruction.  
� The Nandi were over powered and therefore defeated which completely 

marked the end of their independence.  
� Some of the Nandi who lost their land to the Europeans were forced to 

migrate to towns and urban centres to make ends meet.  
� The British were able to construct the railway line through the Nandi area 

with minimum difficulty and it was extended to Kisumu and Uganda.  
� The defeat of the Nandi taught their neighbours a lesson that the British 

were militarily superior and many decided to collaborate e.g. Maasai. Luo 
and Luyia.  

� The Nandi superiority and arrogance in the region was crushed mainly 
because they had terrorized and bullied most of their neighbours.  

� Many people were converted to Christianity because the teachings of 
Prophet Orkoiyot Koitale had failed to guide them into defeating the 
British.  
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� Forts and European stations were built throughout the area e.g. in 
Kiptume and Kapkolei after the defeat of the Nandi.  

� With the defeat of the Nandi, more Europeans poured into Kenya and 
took over the Kenyan highlands.  

� The Nandi resistance taught the British a lesson that the Africans could 
also put up an organized resistance.  

� The rebellion spread waves of nationalism throughout Kenya and this led 
to future revolts e.g. Mau-Mau rebellion in 1952.  

      
MAU- MAU REBELLION (1952 - 1956)  
• This was a clandestine (secret) nationalistic movement in Kenya.   
• It was formed by extremist ex-soldiers of World War II in 1946 to fight 

the colonial government.  
• The phrase Mau-Mau is an abbreviation of a Swahili slogan “mzungu 

ayende ulaya Mwafirika Apate Uhuru” loosely translated as the ‘white 
man should return to Europe and the African gets independence’.  

• The rebellion effectively begun in 1952 and ended in 1960.  
  
Causes of the rebellion  
 Loss of land to the white settlers angered the Africans especially the 

Kikuyu and that’s why they joined the movement in large numbers.  
 Africans were pushed into reserve camps where conditions were 

unfavorable for instance they were overcrowded and lacked schools and 
medical centers.  

 Mau-Mau fighters were struggling for the independence of Kenya i.e. 
most of the ex-soldiers had a negative view about colonialism.  

 Poor labour conditions also forced Africans to join the Mau Mau 
movement i.e.  
Africans were denied employment as better jobs were given only to the 
whites.  

 Restrictions imposed on the growing of cash crops also angered the 
Africans i.e. it were only the whites that were allowed to grow cash crops.  

 The return of the World War II ex-soldiers led to the formation of the 
movement. When they compared the situation in Europe with that of 
Kenya, it was still backward.  
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 Africans were also against the introduction of the Kipande (Identity 
cards) because it denied Africans freedom of movement.  

 The Mau Mau resistance was also as a result of unfair taxation i.e. the 
British introduced poll tax which was too high for the Africans.  

 Africans were denied a chance of trading with their neighbours, Asians 
and the coastal people because the trade was dominated by Indians or 
Asians.  

 Mau -Mau fighters also hated the European attitude towards African 
traditional beliefs and cultures e.g. missionaries attacked the Kikuyu 
female circumcision.  

 Africans were denied a chance of attaining western education and this 
was a deliberate move to keep them backward.  

 Africans also hated racial segregation in education Institutions, 
residential areas, and medical centres and in government offices hence 
caused rebellions.  

 The emergence of able leaders also led to the formation of the movement 
i.e. leadership was provided by Elites such as Jomo Kenyatta, Harry 
Thuku, Bildad Kaggia, Dedan Kimathi, General China (Waruhiu Itote).  

 Africans were also tired of the settlers influence on Government decisions 
and policies i.e. the settlers wanted to turn Kenya into a settler colony 
like Rhodesia and South Africa.  

 The Mau Mau fighters were not pleased by the revelations of the British 
government to affect constitutional changes in Kenya i.e. they wanted 
greater African representation on the legislative council.  

  
Course of the rebellion  
 Mau -Mau started in 1946 as an underground movement in Kenya to 

fight the colonial government and bring independence as soon as 
possible.  

 It was formed by the Kenya African Union extremists (KAU) including the 
ex-soldiers of World War II.  

 The movement was basically a tribal rebellion of the Kikuyu and when 
fighting intensified, the rebellion spread to other communities such as 
Kamba, Meru, and Embu e.t.c.  

 Mau -Mau guerillas and their supporters took oaths that bound them to 
obedience, secrecy and support of the movement.  



 

Pa
ge

30
 

 The supporters of the movement sang hymns in which the name of Jomo 
was substituted for Jesus Christ.  

 By 1950, the Mau Mau fighters started to act violently and the British 
government declared the militant group illegal and unlawful.  

 After being declared illegal, the guerillas retreated to Aberdare Ranges 
and slopes of Mt. Kenya where they launched attacks on the colonial 
government and white settler farms.  

 They formed gangs which could steal arms, destroy plantations and 
committed arson (burning property that belonged to the settlers) e.g. 
plantations, homes e.t.c.  

 Many chiefs who opposed the movement were hacked to death e.g. in 
October 1952 chief Waruhiu Kiambu was murdered for being loyal to the 
government.  

 On 20th of October 1952, the British governor Sir Evelyn Baring declared 
a state of emergency.  

 Sir Evelyn Barring called in the King’s African Rifles (KAR) to suppress 
the movement and by the end of the year, more soldiers had been flown 
in from  
Britain.  

 In April 1953, Jomo Kenyatta and other leaders of the movement 
especially the Kikuyu were tried and sentenced to 7yrs in jail.  

 In 1954, several Kikuyu were arrested for not giving a convincing reason 
for being in Nairobi at such a time.  

 In 1955, General China was arrested but Dedan Kimathi continued with 
the resistance up to October 1956 when he was also captured in the 
Aberdare forest.  

 By 1956, the movement had been weakened seriously but the hunt for 
Mau -Mau fighters continued up to 1960.  

  
Effects of the rebellion    
� The rebellion was so costly to the British government i.e. The British 

spent over 50,000 pounds to suppress the movement.  
� Many African leaders and activists were arrested for opposing colonialism 

e.g. Jomo Kenyatta, Dedan Kimathi, General China e.t.c.  
� The rebellion taught the British that Kenyans seriously wanted 

independence and couldn’t settle for anything less than that.  
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� There was massive destruction of property e.g. shops were looted and 
gardens belonging to the white settlers were destroyed.  

� Many families and clans disintegrated as a result of the chaos during the 
course of the movement.  

� Due to the destruction of crops, food stores and the unsettled life, 
agriculture declined and famine broke out.  

� The rebellion led to a decline of Kenya’s economy since trade and 
commerce came to a standstill.  

� The rebellion shattered the white settlers’ dream of turning Kenya into a 
settler colony like Rhodesia.  

� Land that had belonged to the Africans before was reclaimed as the 
British changed the land policy.  

� Africans were allowed to grow cash crops and schools, hospitals; roads 
were built to cool African tempers.  

� The rebellion led to the emergence of leaders like Jomo Kenyatta, Tom 
Mboya, Daniel Arap Moi e.t.c who spear headed the independence 
struggle in Kenya.  

� Political parties were formed and allowed to operate e.g. K.A.N.U (Kenya 
African National Union) and this spear headed the campaign for self rule 
or independence.  

� The rebellion created a period of confusion and uncertainty among the 
people e.g. between 1952 – 1960, Kenya was in a state of emergency.  

� The British came to good terms with Africans. From this time, African 
interests gained supremacy over Asian and white settler interests.  

� Both Africans and Europeans lost their lives during the rebellion.  
  
Why did the Africans lose against the British in the rebellion?   
• Europeans were military superior compared to Africans they had better 

guns while Africans used traditional weapons like spears, bows and 
arrows.  

• Disunity among African societies also weakened their struggle against 
the imposition of colonial rule and therefore they could not form a united 
front against the colonialists.  

• The teachings of the Christian missionaries weakened African societies. 
They softened the hearts and minds of Africans to the extent that some 
could not see the need to fight the whites.  
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• Collaborators who supported colonial powers also weakened those 
resisting because they used to leak information to the colonialists.   

• Many African societies were hit by diseases The Kikuyu, Maasai, Nandi 
were for example hit by rinder pest, long periods of drought and famine 
that weakened them and therefore made their fights against European 
rule ineffective.  

• Poor military tactics. African societies lacked military strategies.  
• Many African chiefs were ignorant of the intentions of the Europeans. 

They thought that the whites were just visitors who were here for only 
a short period and as such took them to be their friends.  

• The Spirit of nationalism was lacking in many African societies at the 
time. Many rebellions were therefore tribal or regional wars, lacking the 
support of their neighbours.  

• The weak economies of many African societies contributed to their 
defeat. Many of these couldn’t support full- scale wars.  

• Too much belief in superstition and traditional religion also blind folded 
Africans.  

• The death and imprisonment of inspirational leaders also undermined 
African rebellions.  

• The Europeans also employed the divide and rule policy whereby they 
played one society against the other.  

  
Revision questions  
  
1. How did the following respond to colonial rule in East Africa?  
    (a) Semei Kakungulu    (b) Nuwa Mbaguta    (c) Laibon Lenana   (d) 
Sir Apollo Kaggwa  
  
2. a) Why did some African societies collaborate with Europeans ?  
b) What were the effects of their collaboration?  
  
3. a) Why did some African societies resist colonial rule in East Africa?  
b) Why did African resistance against colonial imposition fail?  
  
4. How did the following respond to colonial rule in East Africa?  
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   a) Chief Mkwawa  b) Abushiri  C) Rwoth Awich d) Kabaka Mwanga 
e) Omukama Kabalega  
  
5. a)Why did Semei Kakungulu collaborate with the British colonialists 
before 1914?  
b) What were the results/effects/outcomes of his collaboration?  
  
6. a) What were the causes of  the MAU-MAU uprising in Kenya?  
b) Describe the organization/course of the uprising?  
  
7. a) Why did the Kikuyu stage a rebellion between 1952 to 1960?  
b) How did this rebellion affect Kenya up to independence?  
  
8. a) Describe the course of the struggle that took place in central Kenya 
in the 1950s.  
b) Why did the Europeans emerge victorious over the Africans?  
  
9. a) What were the causes of the uprising in Southern Tanganyika 
between 19051907?  
b) How did it affect the peoples of Southern Tanganyika up to 

independence?  
  
10. a) Describe the course/organization of the Maji-Maji revolt of  1905-
07.  
      b) What reasons led to the failure of the revolt?  
  
11. a) Describe the response of the Nandi to the imposition of colonial rule 
in their area?  
      b) What were the effects of their response to colonial rule?  
  
12. a) What were the causes of the Nandi uprisings of 1895 to 1906?  
      b) Why were the Nandi able to resist the British for so long?  
  
13. a) Why did it take the British so long to defeat the Nandi?  
      b) Why were the Nandi finally colonized by the British?  
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14. a) What were the causes of Chief Mkwawa’s resistance against German 
rule?  
      b) What were the effects of his resistance?  
  
15. a) Why was there a rebellion in southern Tanganyika between 1890-
1898?  
      b) Describe the course of the rebellion during that period.  
  
16. a) What were the reasons for the failure of the Hehe rebellion?  
      b) How did it affect the affairs of Tanganyika up to independence?  
  
17. a) Describe the course/organization of the Abushiri  revolt  between 
1888-1890.  
      b) What problems did Abushiri face during this revolt?  
  
18. a) What were the causes of the rebellion along the coast of Tanganyika 
between 1888-1890?  
      b) How did it affect the peoples of Tanganyika up to independence?  
  
19. a) Why were the Germans able to suppress  the Abushiri revolt of 
1888-1890?  
      b) What were the effects of this revolt on the affairs of Tanganyika?  

 



 

 

P
ag

e1
 

THE EMPIRE OF KANEM-BORNU (SEFAWA DYNASTY).  
 ORIGIN.  

 The origin of Kanem Bornu is not clear.  

 Its origin is derived from myths and legends.  

 The empire is believed to have been founded around 800AD and it survived up to the 

20th century. 

 The empire was founded by a son of an Arab trader known as Saif Ibn Yazzan.  

 The inhabitants of Kanem Bornu were the Kanuri who were off springs of the intermarriages 

between the Berbers and the So people.  

 The Kanuri founded Kanem Empire which was located in the East of L. Chad.   

Later, the Kanuri colonized Bornu which was located in the East of L. Chad.  

 Later, the Kanuri colonized Bornu which was located on the west side of L.Chad thus  

 the empire came to be known as Kanem-Bornu.  

 The first capital of Kanem Bornu was known as Njimi.  

 Mai Dunama I and Mai Dunama I and Mai Dunama II were the most powerful leaders who built 

a strong army which they used to expand the boundaries of the empire by capturing   

 Fezzan, Adamawa and Walata.  

 After the death of these two Mais or kings, the empire became unstable because the new   

leaders were weak.  

 During the reign of Mai Umar (1394-1398), the capital was transferred to Bornu due to serious 

attacks from the Bulala people.  

 During the reign of Mai Ghaju, Kanem Bornu regained its greatness and fame.   

Mai Ali Ghaju built a new capital at Bini-Ngozargamu.  

 The Kanuri people embraced Islam and participated in the trans-Saharan trade which brought 

revenue and guns that led to the rise of Kanem-Bornu Empire.  
   

             FACTORS FOR THE RISE OF KANEM BORNU.  

        (Explain the factors that led to the rise and expansion of the Sefawa dynasty/      

          Kanem-Bornu?) 

 The empire of Kanem Bornu expanded due to a number of factors which include the following:  

 The empire expanded due to political, social and economic factors.  

 The empire expanded because it had an efficient system of administration which was centralised with the 

king as the top most leader. 

 The empire was located in the fertile savannah region which encouraged agriculture and food production 

for the ever increasing population. 
 The empire expanded because it was located far away from other ancient states hence it was not easily 

attacked
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 The empire had capable leaders e.g. Mai Ghaju and Dunama I and II who greatly expanded the 

empire. ▪  

 The protecting the empire from external attacks. empire had a strong army which was used to 

expand the boundaries as well as Saharan trade from which a lot of revenue was obtained to 

develop the empire. 

 The empire also expanded because of the unity that was brought about by the spread of Islam. 
 The empire expanded because it had weak neighbours e.g. the Kanuri who were easily defeated 

and conquered to expand the empire. 

 The empire was located near L.Chad which acted as a natural defensive barrier. ▪  

 The empire had a strong economy based on agriculture, trade and mining, this created good 

trade relations with the neighbours. 
 The empire expanded because the people of Kanem Bornu had a common origin and spoke the 

same language which greatly improved unity among themselves. 

 The empire had very few rivals who could not attack it hence expanding.  

ORGANISTION OF THE KANEM – BORNU.  

(How was the empire of Kanem Bornu administered?) 

 

 The empire had a centralised system of administration with the king as the top most 

leader.  

 The king had a tittle of Mai and he was greatly respected.  

 The Mai had both political and religious powers and he was taken to be semi divine.  
 

 Succession to the throne was patrilineal and the leader/king was from the 

descendants of the Sefawa dynasty.  

 The Mai ruled with the assistance of a state council of 12 members.  

 The members of the state council were chosen from the royal family and were 

nobles.  
 

 The members of the state council were in charge of administration and collecting 

taxes in their respective territories.  

 The nobles also held military tittles e.g. the Commander, chief of the army.  
 

 The empire was divided into two administrative units’ i.e. metropolitan and 

provincial Kanem-Bornu for easy administration.  

 Metropolitan Kanem Bornu was the central government and was ruled by the Mai 

himself.  

 Provincial Kanem Bornu comprised of the conquered states under their traditional 

leaders but they had to pay tributes to metropolitan Kanem Bornu.  
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 The empire was divided into provinces and each was administered by a governor. 

The provinces included North, South, East and West.  
 

 The governors of the provinces were also members of the state council and were 

appointed for life.  

 The Kanuri residential officials were posted in the provincial states to supervise the 

administration of the traditional leaders.  
 

 Women played an important role in the empire e.g. the Queen mother was the 

leader of all women and she dealt with their issues.  

 The elder sister of the king looked after the royal children.  

 The senior wife of the king looked after the Mai’s chambers or palace.  

 The empire had a strong army which was for defense and expansion of the empire. The 

army had divisions and each governor of the province was in charge of the divisional 

army.  

 The army comprised of both the infantry and cavalry.  

 The empire had an efficient system of administration based on the Sharia law.  

 The Mai appointed judges (Khadis) who administered justice.  

 There was a high court at the capital of the empire Bin- Ngozargamu with 12 judges.  

 The judges advised the Mai on legal and religious matters.  

 Socially, Islam was the state religion in the empire.  

 Traditional laws were replaced with Sharia law which influenced people’s ways of 

life.  

 There was also great respect for elders by the young ones.  

 There was Islamic education because of the influence of Islamic scholars.  

 Economically, the Kanuri carried out trade and exported agricultural and cattle 

products.  

 The Kanuri carried out livestock farming where they reared sheep and goats.  

 The Kanuri also carried out agriculture and grew crops such as rice, millet and beans.  

 There were also local industries e.g. iron working industries and cloth weaving.  

 The Kanuri also carried out mining of copper which was sold in trade.  

 The Kanuri carried out fishing from L.Chad.  

 The Kanuri charged taxes on traders who used the trade routes in their empire.  

 The Kanuri collected tributes from conquered states as a symbol of loyalty.  
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THE REIGN OF MAI DUNAMA II (1221-1259)  

(Why is Mai Dunama the second remembered in the history of Kanem Bornu?) 

He came to power in 1221 and ruled up to 1259.  

He brought the empire to its height during his reign in the following ways; 

 He greatly expanded the empire by conquering many areas e.g. Kano, Fezzan, Adamawa 

and Bornu. 

 He established a state council comprising of 12 members who advised the Mai. 

 He divided the empire into two administrative units for effective administration i.e. 

metropolitan and provincial Kanem Bornu. 

 He divided the empire into four provinces which were ruled by governors and they 

reported to the Mai directly. 

 He promoted Islam as a state religion for the Kanuri people. 
 He encouraged Islamic learning and education through establishing schools and 

mosques. 

 As a devoted Muslim, he made a pilgrimage to Mecca. 

 He also established a Hostel in Cairo the Kanuri pilgrims. 

 He promoted trade by the establishing control of the trade routes from which he 

charged taxes which were used to develop the empire. 

 He promoted agriculture due to the fertile soil which ensured food security. 

 His ruled ended in 1259 when he died but he remains one of the greatest rulers of 

Kanem Bornu due to his contributions. 

 THE REIGN OF MAI IDRIS ALOOMA.  

(Explain the contribution of Mai Idris Alooma to the growth of the second 

Kanem Bornu?) 

o He was a son of Mai Ali and Queen Amsa.  

 

o Amsa was a daughter to one of the Bulala kings.  

 

o On Ali’s death, Queen Amsa and Idris went to live in exile in old Kanem because the 

young prince’s life was insecure.  

 

o This was during the reign of Mai Dala.  

 

o Even when Dala died, his sister Aisha/Aissa took over power therefore, Idris could 

only ascend to power after a bitter seven-year-old civil war.  
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o Idris turned out to be the greatest man because he made many contributions to 

the growth and expansion of Kanem Bornu.  

 

o These contributions were political, social and economic, military and religious.  

o Mai Idris Alooma made Kanem Bornu  reach its climax by conquering the empire’s 

neighbours to increase its size and strength. 

o He created a strong and efficient army which he divided into two i.e. infantry and 

Calvary. 

o He equipped his army with the most modern weapons of the time e.g. muskets.  

o He used the army to defend the empire’s boundaries from internal and external Arabs.  

o He appointed an army commander who was in charge of the army.  

o He defeated the empire’s enemies e.g. the Bulala.  

o He was the first ruler in the region to import fire arms from Tripoli.  

o He conquered various parts of the region and added them onto Kanem Bornu e.g. he 

conquered up to Wadai and the troublesome Tetala people of L.Chad region. 

o He established a strong administration guided by Sharia law.  

o He divided the empire into four political entities for   easy administration and 

each was under a governor. 

o He established a strong judicial system based on the Sharia law.  

o He also set up a high court with a chief judge who was assisted by 12 judges and these 

advised the Mai. 

o He promoted Islam by constructing many mosques which brought about unity.  

o As a devoted Muslim, he made a pilgrimage to Mecca. 

o He promoted local industries e.g. mining industry and cloth making industry. 

o He established diplomatic links with countries like Turkey and Egypt.  

   

    THE CREOLES OF SIERRA LEONE.  

            (Who were the Creoles?) 

 The name Creoles was originally applied to the re-captives’ children born in the colony of Sierra-

Leone.  

 The creoles live in West Africa specifically in Sierra Leone.  

 The creoles were also resettled Negroes in the colony of Sierra Leone.  

 The creoles were Christians by religion because of the influence they had in Europe.  

 They spoke the Krio language which was a mixture of Yoruba, English, Portuguese, French, 
Temne, Mende, Igbo and Susu language.  

 By 1850, the creoles had gained wealth, Education and political influence.  

 The creoles are believed to have been the pioneers of western civilization in West Africa. 

 The creoles had a distinctive culture that was a mixture of European, American and African 

tradition.  
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 The creoles lived in European styled houses and practiced monogamy.  

 The creoles were light skinned since they were products of intermarriages between natives, 

recaptives, European traders, farmers and administrators.  

 

      CONTRIBUTION OF THE CREOLES TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF WEST AFRICA.  
 
 QTN: (Explain the contributions/effects/importance of the creoles to the development of West 

Africa.) 

 

 The Creoles had political, social and economic effects/contributions on the West African society. 

 The contributions of the creoles were also positive and negative in nature.  
 The creoles played a great role in the abolition of slave trade and slavery in West Africa.  

 The creoles played an important role in the developing of legitimate trade e.g. Sir Samuel 

Lewis. 

 Sierra Leone became a center of courts of mixed commissions that were set up to try the 

arrested slave dealers. 

 They helped the British in extending colonial rule in other parts of West and Nigeria. 

Africa e.g. Gambia, Ghana. 

 They established a Negroe Multi National Ethnic, religious state which comprised of the 

Igbo, Yoruba, Mandika, Fulani, and Americans.  

 The creoles pioneered the development of formal education in West Africa since they prioritized 

education highly. 

 They put up mission schools that produced many teachers, doctors, lawyers and clergy men. ▪  

 They championed the spreading of Christianity in west Africa e.g. Bishop Samuel Ajay Crowther 

championed the spread of Christianity in the Niger Delta region. 

 They pioneered the formation of African independent churches e.g. Niger Delta Church and the 

Sierra Leone Anglican Church.  

 The Creoles worked among the captives in Ghana, Gambia and Abeokuta spreading Christianity 

and promoting education. 

 The creoles used their civilization to dominate West African civil service e.g. they were the first 

group of lawyers, teachers, doctors and secretaries in the English speaking West African states.  

 Many of them moved to different parts of West Africa and participated in trade e.g. R.B. Blaize   

 became the richest and most prosperous person in Lagos  
 They pioneered the development of modern transport and communication through the 

establishment of roads and railway lines.  
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 They wrote many books while Ajay Crowther wrote ks and literature e.g. Samuel john wrote 

“The grammar and vocabulary” of the Yoruba language. “the History of the Yoruba”  

 The creoles published newspapers that influenced the thoughts and ideas of the people in the 

British colonies in West Africa. 

 They pioneered African Nationalistic movements in West Africa e.g. James and Horton.  

 Their arrogance, exploitation and suppressive means caused the hut tax war in Sierra Leone 

between the Temne and Mende against the British. 

 The creoles introduced new languages in West Africa e.g. Krio language. 

  
   

 

 WHY CREOLE INFLUENCE DECLINED IN SIERRA LEONE.  

QTN: Why did creole influence decline?  

 

The decline of the creoles started in the 19th Century and was due to a number of factors.  

 Creole influence declined due to political, social and economic factors.  

  

➢The decline of the creole influence was due to the decline in Agriculture due to poor soils and 

poor farming methods.  

➢The British introduced the anti-Creole policy where they excluded the Creoles from serving in 

the   

protectorate and were replaced by English men.  

➢The British started undermining the cultures of the creoles and advocated for the Native 

culture of Africans which reduced their influence.  

➢ The creoles were eliminated from public service especially in the senior positions of 

administration and they were replaced by white men. 

In the leading mission centers and churches, the creole clergy were replaced by the English 

clergy.  

➢The creole trade in the interior was also closed due to the diversion of the ivory, gold and 

cattle trade to France.    

➢ The creoles were displaced and removed from small scale businesses. 

➢The European companies and farms eliminated the creoles from whole sale and retail trade 

which made them economically weak. 

➢ In conclusion, their decline was political, social and economic. 

 THE TEMNE MENDE WAR (1898).  
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This is sometimes known as the Hut tax war and it took place in 1898 between the Temne and Mende 

on side against the British and the Creoles.  

 CAUSES OF THE WAR.  

 The causes of the war were political, social and economic.  

 The causes of the war were external and internal. 
   

❖The Temne and Mende were against the British colonization of Sierra Leone.  

❖The Temne rose up against the British because of the declaration of Sierra Leone as a 

protectorate which made them (Temne and Mende) lose their independence. 

❖ The disrespect of African chiefs and the people forced the Temne and Mende to rise up.  

❖Governor Cardew’s administration was generally unpopular especially the police which was very 

brutal. 

❖ The police physically flogged African chiefs which annoyed the Temne and the Mende.  

❖ The Temne and Mende also disliked the creole traders who had outcompeted them in trade.
 
 

❖The Temne and Mende also accused the creoles of fixing prices on commodities which made 

them lose out in trade.  

❖The Temne and Mende also hated the missionary teachings because they undermined A.T.R e.g. 

polygamy and ancestral worship.  

❖The Temne and Mende were also against the introduction of the Hut tax of 5/= or its equivalence 

of rice or palm oil. This was too much for the Temne and Mende.  

❖The war was also against forced labour on public works like railway construction, road  

 construction and on farms.    

❖The Temne and Mende were also inspired by their leaders e.g. Bai Bureh who organized them to 

rise up against the British.  

❖The natives were also against the constant arrests by the district commissioners and they were 

imprisoned which annoyed them  

❖In conclusion, the causes of the Temne Mende war were social, economic and mostly political as 

above, internal and external. 

  

EFFECTS OF THE WAR.  

✓ There was destruction of property e.g. plantations and houses.  

✓ Missionaries and traders were blamed for the outbreak of the war.  

✓ The West Indies troupes were brought in to suppress the resistance.  
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✓ The creoles were hit the hardest because many of them were retired from public service.  

✓ There was loss of lives e.g. over 1000 creoles were killed.  

✓ There was decrease in population due to massive loss of lives.  

✓ The creoles were accused by the colonial administration for inciting the rebellion.  

✓ The creole culture was despised by the British and they became discriminated in Sierra Leone.  

✓ The colonial government supported the interior chiefs against the creoles.  

✓ The Temne and Mende completely lost independence to the British.  

✓ Hut tax was enforced by the colonial government.  

✓ There was suffering and misery among the people.  

✓ There was outbreak of famine due to destruction of crops.  

✓There was insecurity due to massive raids from Temne and Mende against the British and the creoles. 

✓ There was displacement of people to safer areas.  

✓ The war led to the decline in trade since trade came to a standstill.  

✓ There was decline in agriculture due to destruction of people’s farms during fighting.  

COURSE.  

• The war was started in 1898 and it was led by a Temne chief called Bai Bureh of Kassan state.  

• The war started after his refusal to pay tax that police started to open fire to his people.  

• He organized surprise attacks and ambushes plus the scorched earth policy by setting crops and 

bushes on fire.  

• At first, Bai Bureh did not attack civilians either British or creoles, he only attacked army men, 

 that is why it is known as gentleman’s war.  

• The war was later joined by the Mende who were very violent and these killed many people  

   e.g. the creoles, British, missionaries and traders.  

• The hut tax war was organized on a secret and religious education, trading society known 

 as “Poro”.  

• According to this secret society, no member was to commit any social or political offence 

 that would annoy others and this gave moral to the members to fight as a group.  

• The society had it that the ancestral spirits were annoyed with the foreigners and as a result, 

every foreigner they came across was killed.  
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• The rebellion was however suppressed by the British and the West Indies troupes.  

• Bai Bureh surrendered and was taken to Freetown and the rebellion was crashed.  

   

 THE ROLE OF GOVERNOR MAC CATHY IN SIERRA LEONE (1814-1824).  
 

 QTN: (a)Why is Governor Mac Cathy remembered in the history of Sierra 

Leone? Or 

                 What is the importance of governor Mac Cathy in Sierra Leone?  

 

- Governor Mac Cathy came to the colony of Sierra Leone in 1814 and ruled up to 1824. 

- During his reign, there was a period of great social progress and missionary work.  

- He organized proper caring and education of the thousands of re-captives in Freetown.  

- He invited missionaries to come and help in the education of re-captives.  

- He invited the C.M.S missionaries who employed as superintendents.  

- He invited missionaries who built schools, churches and colleges in the colony.  

- He also improved the economy of Sierra Leone by encouraging trade. 

- He initiated development schemes e.g. he enlarged the Freetown harbor which greatly 

improved trade. 

- He encouraged European traders to settle in Freetown which boosted trade in the colony of 

Sierra Leone. 

- He also improved the standards of living of the colonial administrators by constructing better 

houses for them.  

- He encouraged trade among the interior societies. 

- During his administration, he improved the relations between the creoles and the neighboring 

kingdoms e.g. the Temne and Mende. 

- He also acquired from the Temne the villages of Kent, York, Wellington and Waterloo in order to 

expand the colony of Sierra Leone. 

- He also acquired from the Sherbro the Banana islands for the settlement of the ex-Negroes and 

re-captives. 

- He made Sierra Leone become so important that it was made the headquarters of the British 

West African colonies. 

- He died a tragic death in the war with the Asante of the gold coast in 1840.  
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THE FOUNDATION OF LIBERIA.  

QTN: Describe the Origins of Liberia?) 

✓ The foundation of Liberia is similar to that of Sierra Leone.  

✓ Liberia was founded by the American Colonization Society.  

✓ It was founded to act as a base of the freed slaves from America.  

✓ Initially, they came with a population of 88 Negroes and 3 white officials to run the colony.  

✓ The American colonization society bought land at Capo Mesurado in order to settle the freed-

slaves.  

✓ The first site of settlement was known as Monrovia.  

✓ This was named after the U.S president at that time known as Monroy.  

✓ Most settlers shifted to Liberia by 1865 and as the number increased, the A.C.S was forced to 
 purchase more land.  

✓ By 1900, the number of Negroes had increased to 20,000.  

✓ In 1824, Monrovia was renamed Liberia by Rev. Robert Gurley.   

This was to mean the land of the free people.  

✓ In 1847, the settlers declared themselves independent and adopted the motto “The love of 
liberty brought us here”  

✓ Joseph. J. Roberts became the first president of Liberia.  

  

WHY LIBERIA WAS FOUNDED.  

❖Liberia was founded to act as a resettlement center for freed slaves from America.  

❖It was founded to get rid of the poor slaves since the American government could not provide for 

them all their needs. 

❖The Americans wanted to get rid of the illiterate Negroes who were a burden in terms of 

expenditure.  

❖The Negroes were looked at as enemies of the Americans after their support to the British in the         

     American war of independence hence they created Liberia to settle them there.  

❖The Americans believed that the freed slaves were discriminated especially after the American 

war of    

      independence. This forced the A.C.S to create Liberia for them.    

❖The freed slaves lacked homes in U.S.A since previously they worked on plantations, therefore after      

      the abolition of Slave trade, the freed slaves had nowhere to live hence resettling them in West     
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      Africa.  

❖The freed slaves were unemployed in America since they had nothing to do there hence 

resettling them     

     in Liberia.  

❖Liberia was created to act as a base for the spread of American civilization on the African 

continent. 

❖It was also founded to act as a base for the abolition of slave trade by the Americans. 

❖ To promote Christianity on the African continent.  

❖ It was founded to serve as a base for the expansion of legitimate trade in West Africa.  

❖To serve as a source of raw materials for American industries through the introduction of cash  

      crops like rubber.  

❖Liberia was founded to act as a source of market for American manufactured goods on the 

African      

     continent. 

❖Liberia had fertile soils that would support agriculture and benefit the American economy. 

 

 PROBLEMS FACED BY THE SETTLERS IN LIBERIA.  

 
(Explain the problems faced by the early settlers in Liberia?) 

 
▪The settlers (Mulatoes) in Liberia faced a number of problems which were social, political and 

economic. ▪There was increase in population due to the increased number of settlers which brought 

about land wrangles between natives and Mulatoes. 

▪They also faced a problem of poor accommodation due to the increased number of settlers who had 

no permanent settlements. 

▪The forests proved a barrier to their settlement because of the many languages spoken. 

The freed slaves faced hostility from the natives who never wanted to lose their land.   

▪Racial segregation between Mulatoes and the natives increased the conflicts between the two groups.  

▪There were power struggles between the Republican party of the Mulatoes and the opposition party of 

the natives which caused insecurity.  

▪Tropical diseases like malaria, small pox attacked the settlers yet there were no medical facilities.   

▪They suffered from harsh climate especially the heavy rains that destroyed their settlements.  

▪They suffered from famine and food shortage since they ran out of supplies and were not used to 

African foods.  

▪Liberia and settlers lacked social services like schools and hospitals which lowered their standards of 

living. 
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▪The natives were interested in Slave trade during the early years and they constantly organised slave 

raids which increased insecurity. 

▪The A.C.S imposed its own constitution which did not suit the needs of the freed slaves.   

▪ The settlers had limited funds which could not cater for the demands of the new state.  

▪The foreign banks were not willing to lend money to Liberia because of security which weakened the 

economy. 
  

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC ACHIEVEMENTS IN LIBERIA.  

 
QTN: Explain the political and economic developments in Liberia before and after independence.  

 ✓New settlements were established e.g. Greenville, Grand Bassa, Coldwell, Marshall, and Buchanan.  

✓ Liberia succeeded in imposing customs dues on ships trading on her ports.  

✓ Liberian leaders negotiated for their independence in 1847 and Liberia became a republic with J.J        

      Roberts as the first president. 

✓A constitution for the republic was formulated and was designed like that of the U.S.A. 

✓The Republic (Liberia) was divided into 5 counties i.e. Sinoe, Montserado, Grand Bassa, Grand  

     Cape and Maryland.    

✓Multi-party politics emerged which led to the rise of political parties i.e. Republican party and the true 

wings party. 

✓ Various settlements were united in the common wealth of Liberia in 1836. 

✓ American-Liberian law was used with some success to promote cultural assimilation.  

✓Because the Negro settlers were hard working, there was development especially in agriculture. 

✓ Liberia later became the leading producer of rubber in Africa.  

✓ Foreign trade in palm oil, cam wood and Raphia palm, fibers developed.  

✓ By 1850’s sugarcane and coffee were exported which increased revenue.  

✓ There was progress in education where a number of schools were established.  

 

 PROBLEMS FACED BY LIBERIA BEFORE AND AFTER INDEPENDENCE.  
 QTN: Explain the problems faced by Liberia before and after independence.  

 

- Liberia failed to make a currency of her own.  

- Foreign aid from America and other humanitarian organization was cut off.  

  

- The population of Liberia comprised of old and unhealthy citizen therefore there was no enough 

labour for the army and economic activities.  

- The colony of Liberia was insufficient to occupy the whole length of the coast line.  

- Liberia lacked enough military resources to enforce the payment of customs dues.  
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- Very many European powers were interested in colonizing Liberia even after gaining her 

independence in 1847.  

  

- Foreign bankers were not willing to lend money for economic development in Liberia for 

economic development.  

- Government officials were corrupt and inefficient.  

  

- Plantation agriculture in Liberia collapsed due to competition by the imperial powers of Europe.  

  

- The constitution of Liberia extended the presidential term of office from 2-4 years and later 8 

years which caused political problems.  

  

- Liberia started engaging in dividing politics of multi parties basing on color and religious 

differences.  

- There were conflicts between the settler population and the Kru, Vai and Grebo people.  

 

 



 

Senior three South African history notes 
 
THE GREAT MFECANE PERIOD AND ITS AFTER-MATH 
What was the Mfecane? 

• The word Mfecane has been described variously by different 
communities. 

• To the Nguni speakers, it was a period or time of trouble or suffering. 

• While to the Sotho-Tswana speakers, it was called ‘Defecane’ to mean 
a period of crushing, scattering and forced migration of communities 
across their lands (High veld) 

• Others called it “Life cane” still meaning a period of suffering and 
misery. 

• This period is also commonly known as the Nguni Revolution of the 19th 
Century. 

• There is no agreement among scholars on the exact time of the crisis, 
but it’s believed to have occurred in the first 30 years of the 19th 
century, particularly between 1800 and 1830. 

• It took place among the Eastern Bantu tribes like the Zulu, Ndwandwe, 
Mthethwa, Ngwane (later Swazi), Tlokwa, Thembu, Hlubi and Khumalo. 

• It involved the collapse of old empires and creation of new ones. 

• The crisis started in Northern Zulu land (Modern Natal) and later spread 
to other Bantu tribes in Central Africa before spreading to parts of East 
Africa. 

• It was partly caused by power hungry and war-like leaders like 
Dingiswayo, Zwide and Shaka. 

• It reached its worst state during the time of Shaka, the king of the Zulu 
kingdom. 

THE CAUSES OF THE MFECANE CRISIS 
Why were there the 1800-1830 wars among the Eastern Bantu tribes of South 
Africa? 
Why did the Eastern Bantu tribes fight each other between 1800 and 1830? 
What were the causes of the great Mfecane period? 
Why did the Bantu tribes conflict among themselves between 1800 and 1830? 
Explain the causes of the Eastern Bantu tribe conflicts in South Africa. 
What were the causes of Mfecane between 1800 and 1830? 

• The causes of the Mfecane were both long term and immediate as 
shown below: 



• The rise of power hungry and war-like leaders like Dingiswayo of the 
Mthethwa, Sobhuza 1 of the Ngwane (later Swazi) and Zwide of the 
Ndwandwe caused trouble. 

• The desire to create large empires by the leaders caused wars and 
trouble in the region. 

• The inter-tribal wars among the Eastern Bantu tribes like Mthethwa 
against Ndwandwe as well as Ngwane against Ndwandwe opened 
the gates for the first phase of the Mfecane period. 

• The increased population of human beings in Natal or South East Africa 
caused land problem which led to the wars among the Eastern Bantu 
tribes. 

• The increased slavery made many people to hate it and this led to the 
existence of many displaced people in the region hence mfecane. 

• The competition among the different Bantu tribes for areas with 
favourable climate for human settlement and agriculture led to 
conflicts among Bantu tribes. 

• The competition for areas with fertile soils that could favour farming 
also led to Mfecane wars. 

• The struggle for grazing land as well as good pasture and water for 
animals in Natal caused the great Mfecane period. 

• The competition and greed for cattle and other forms of wealth 
caused constant raids and counter raids which caused fights among 
the Bantu tribes. 

• The stiff competition for the control over trade between the Europeans 
like the Portuguese at Delagoa Bay and the Africans led to more 
conflicts hence causing Mfecane. 

• The presence of harsh natural conditions like drought caused famine 
and starvation hence increasing the struggle to overcome famine 
leading to Mfecane. 

• The presence of desperate groups of refugees like the Fingo who could 
even resort to cannibalism increased trouble and suffering in the 
region. 

• The meeting and friendship of Dingiswayo of Mthethwa with a 
European Doctor Robert Cowen who gave him a gun and a horse and 
also taught him how to use a gun caused wars. 

• The expansion of the whites especially the Boers into Zulu land caused 
more pressure among the Bantu people which increased the conflicts. 



• The killing of Dingiswayo and later Zwide increased fighting among the 
Bantu tribes in their areas so as to replace the above powerful leaders. 

• The introduction of guns among Nguni tribes and the struggle for power 
among them also caused more conflicts. 

• The rise of Shaka to power in Zulu land increased the Mfecane (trouble) 
in the region in the following ways; 

• In the first place, his miserable childhood like being born out of a royal 
scandal since his father was not yet circumcised made him to be 
unwanted and regarded as an illegitimate child or bastard which gave 
him a unique character of having no feelings for the suffering people 
i.e. he was cruel. 

• Shaka’s early experience with Dingiswayo of the Mthethwa people 
made him to learn political and military skills which he later used to fight 
wars and this resulted into Mfecane. 

• Shaka’s military reforms and the desire to create large political units 
caused a lot of suffering to his people for example: 

• Shaka introduced the idea of total war fare which increased fighting in 
Zulu land. 

• The organization of the army into age-regiments by Shaka made it 
more effective or stronger and therefore enabled it to fight many 
offensive and defensive wars. 

• The encouragement of regular training of his force or military drills 
where the Zulu warriors were taught the values of discipline, fairness 
and patriotism to glorify Shaka increased wars. 

• The introduction of new fighting weapons like the short stubbing spears 
and cowhide covered shields increased the morale of the soldiers to 
fight which caused more wars. 

• The introduction of new fighting methods like the cow horn method 
and the use surprise attacks enabled Shaka’s soldiers to easily defeat 
their enemies which increased wars. 

• Shaka’s expansionist policy forced him to attack his neighbors like the 
Ndwandwe thus leading to Mfecane. This was because Shaka was an 
aggressive person by nature. 

• Shaka’s dictatorship caused more suffering which also increased 
Mfecane. 

• The harsh punishment given to the Zulu warriors who cowardised 
(refused to fight) like death penalty forced them to fight many wars 
which caused Mfecane. 



• Shaka’s absorption or assimilation policy of the non-Zulu people 
strengthened his kingdom which encouraged him to fight more wars. 

• The military nature of the Zulu kingdom that was full of warriors or 
soldiers increased wars which worsened the Mfecane. 

• The creation of special settlements or barracks by Shaka ensured 
accommodation of the Zulu warriors. This made them ready for war at 
any time hence increasing Mfecane. 

• The creation of good stores or granary for each of military settlement as 
state policy by Shaka endured constant food supply and safety. 

• The refusal of the soldiers by Shaka to marry until the age of 40 years 
made them available for military service at any time which also 
increased wars. 

• The making of fighting or war a real professional job among the Zulu 
warriors by Shaka caused more wars as a means of survival also 
increased the Mfecane. 

• The centralization of economic power by Shaka i.e. the king being the 
sole provider and controller of everything in the Zulu kingdom 
increased more wars in Zulu land. 

• Shaka’s policy of being the overall commander-in-chief of the army 
who led his warriors in the battle field gave them morale to fight and 
therefore they terrorized many tribes which increased trouble. 

• Shaka’s military intelligence and rare qualities like being war-like set the 
stage for the Mfecane period. 

• The war booty like the virgin girls and cows that were usually captured 
increased the warriors‟ morale of fighting and this increased wars in the 
region. 

• Shaka’s attacks on the Tlokwa and Ngwato people caused the 
Mfecane. This is because the attacked people ran away and caused 
problems wherever they went. 

• The death of Nandi, Shaka’s mother in 1827 annoyed Shaka and made 
him to make a lot of irrational decisions. For example, he declared a 
year of national mourning and during this period, the mourners were 
refused to cultivate, have sex, and take pleasures like milk. This caused 
more suffering hence the Mfecane. 

• There was also the killing of over 7,000 innocent Zulu people for failure 
to mourn adequately which caused more confusion leading to 
Mfecane. 

• The death of Shaka in 1828 robbed the kingdom one of its strongest 



kings. This gave rise to weak successors like Dingane and Mpande who 
got involved in power struggles that caused more trouble in Zulu land. 

THE EFFECTS OF THE MFECANE 
How did the Mfecane affect the people of South Africa during the 19th 
Century? 

• Mfecane affected the people of South Africa both positively and 
negatively as shown below: 

• It led to prolonged or constant wars between Zulu and their neighbors. 

• There was great loss of lives in Zulu land and the neighboring areas. 

• The death of people during the Mfecane resulted into depopulation in 
Natal, Orange Free State and Transvaal. 

• Some leaders were killed during the Mfecane for example Dingiswayo, 
Zwide and later Shaka. 

• Some weak tribes lost their land to powerful and organized kingdoms 
like Zulu state of Shaka, Mthethwa and Ndwandwe. 

• There was displacement of many people from Zulu land as people 
were running away to safer areas like the Ngoni migration into East 
Africa and the Ndebele who moved to Central Africa. 

• There was displacement of people who were forced into new lands 
and others became refugees. 

• It created vacant land in Zulu that later attracted the Boers into the 
interior which contributed to Great Trek and subsequent colonization of 
South Africa. 

• There was population redistribution of the Bantu in South African areas 
to which many people ran for safety and became over populated like 
Eastern Cape, Basuto land and Swaziland. 

• It caused a lot of suffering and misery among people due to wars. For 
example, many people became refugees who kept on looking for 
survival like the Fingo. 

• There was loss of property due to long periods of unrest and instability. 

• There was breakdown of families as many people lost their family ties 
and were absorbed into Zulu culture. 

• There was disruption or weakening of societies as many people were 
conquered and absorbed by the Zulu kingdom under Shaka. 

• There was a decline in agriculture due to increased fighting as people 
could not settle down for cultivation which led to famine and this 
forced people to resort to cannibalism like the Fingo and Hlubi. 



• Many societies lost their large herds of cattle due to constant raiding 
especially by the Zulu warriors. 

• Trade at Delagoa Bay came to a standstill due to constant fighting thus 
causing acute poverty in the region. 

• There was increased slave raiding due to the wars. 

• It led to a period of fear, insecurity and tension that characterized 
many societies in the region. 

• The insecurity caused by Mfecane forced people like the Basotho to 
concentrate and live in hilly areas that were safer. 

• It led to rise of new and stronger states or kingdoms like the Zulu, the 
Basuto and the Swazi. Some of these were formed as defensive states 
against the expansion by their powerful neighbors. 

• It led to the rise of new powerful and admirable leaders like Mosheshe 
of the Basuto, Sobhuza1 and Mswati of the Swazi, Shaka of the Zulu 
and Mzilikazi of the Ndebele among others who struggled to promote 
National unity among their people. 

• There was establishment of standing armies by different societies so as 
to defend themselves against attacks. 

• A new type of leadership emerged in South Africa and this was 
characterized by intelligent, brave and powerful leaders like Moshesh, 
Sobhuza, and Mswati etc. who could withstand the Mfecane period. 

• It led to the introduction of new fighting tactics like the cow horn 
method of attacks. 

• It also resulted into the introduction of new military weapons like the 
short stubbing spears. 

• The neighboring chiefs lost their authority to powerful kingdoms like the 
Zulu under Shaka. 

• It led to intermarriages of people who were speaking different 
languages thus leading to a common culture and unity. 

• Due to the Mfecane, many societies were prepared to resist future 
European rule like the Xhosa, Zulu and Ndebele. 

• He was a son of Jobe, the Chief of the Mthethwa people. 

• He was nicknamed the wanderer because he used to move from one 
state to another. 

• Dingiswayo was an ambitious man who even planned to kill his father 
so as to gain early leadership of the Mthethewa and when his plan was 



discovered, he fled into the Hlubi mountains where he spent his 
youthful life. 

• While in exile, he met a European Military Doctor known as Robert 
Cowen who became his friend. Robert Cowen taught him how to ride 
a horse and to use a gun. 

• In 1797, Dingiswayo returned home and deposed or overthrew his 
brother Mawawe and declared himself the king of the Mthethwa. 

• Mawawe fled but was tricked to return and was later killed by 
Dingiswayo. 

THE ZULU STATE AFTER SHAKA 

• Shaka, the founder of the Zulu Kingdom was assassinated in 1828 by his 
brothers Dingane and Mbalangana with the help of Shaka’s chief 
Induna. 

• Shaka was killed while his warriors had gone to raid the neighbors. He 
was therefore succeeded by Dingane. 

 
 
THE REIGN OF DINGANE 
Describe the achievements of Dingane for the Zulu Kingdom between 1828 
and 1840. 

• Dingane was a son to Senzangakona and a brother to Shaka. 

• He ruled the Zulu state from 1828 to 1840 after killing his brother Shaka 
on 24th/09/1828. 

• Dingane was helped by his brother Mbalangana and the chief Induna 
Mbhopa to kill Shaka. 

• Dingane later turned against his brother i.e. killed Mbalangana, 
Mbhopa and became the full ruler of the Zulu state. 

• He was by nature a lazy and peace-loving man. 

• He relaxed the military discipline of Shaka’s periods. 

• He tried to please his people by relaxing the severe discipline Shaka 
had imposed on the regiments. 

• Dingane freed warriors from regiments and allowed the soldiers to 
marry earlier than during Shaka’s time. 

• He also put military expeditions to an end which were common during 
Shaka’s time. 

• It was because of military weakness that Quebe people under their 



chief Nqueto had to break away and become independent. 

• It was therefore a short period of time and later severe discipline was 
imposed once again to keep the army busy. 

• He attacked the Pondo, Ndebele under Mzilikazi and Ngwane under 
Sobhuza and captured more cattle. 

• He attacked the Portuguese and killed some of them. 

• It was during his reign that the Boer trekkers under Piet Retief reached 
the Zulu kingdom. 

• In February 1838, Dingane ordered the murder of Piet Retief on a beer 
party leading to the Boer revenge in December 1838. 

• Dingane was overthrown by his brother Mpande who allied with the 
Boers against Dingane. 

• He escaped to Swaziland where he was eventually murdered by the 
Swazi king. 

• He achieved little for the Zulu people because he faced internal and 
external pressure. 

• He gave more land to the whites i.e. the British and the Boers. 

• He signed a treaty with an English officer Gardiner whom he gave land 
in Natal. 

• In 1840, the Zulu royal family overthrew Dingane and crowned his 
brother Mpande as the new king of the Zulu state. 

PROBLEMS FACED BY DINGANE 

• Dingane was a weal leader and this explains why he failed to bring 
about unity among the Zulu people. 

• He had a very weak army because he relaxed the military discipline of 
Shaka. 

• He lost bigger chunks of land to the whites. 

• Dingane signed a bogus treaty giving Natal to the Boers in 1838. 

• He also gave land to an English officer Gardiner in Natal. 

• The Boer trekkers under Piet Retief became a threat to his rule i.e. Piet 
Retief demanded land from Dingane. 

• There was disunity among the tribal groups in Zulu land. 

• He also lost cattle to the whites. 



• He killed Piet Retief which caused him conflicts with the Boers hence his 
defeat. 

• Some states which had been conquered started breaking away e.g. 
Quebe and this weakened the State. 

• Dingane lacked support from the royal family because he killed his 
brother Mbalangana. 

• The traditional rulers started encouraging warriors to cross to Mpande’s 
side which weakened him. 

• His peaceful ways brought about hatred from military warriors. 

• He was hated by his neighbors i.e. the Swazi because of his earlier 
attacks on the Swazi. 

• The Boers were determined to occupy Natal with or without Dingane’s 
permission. 

• In 1840, Dingane was overthrown by the Royal family and his brother 
Mpande was crowned as a new king of the Zulu state. 

THE REIGN OF MPANDE 
Describe the career and importance of Mpande in the Zulu state. 
Describe the contribution of Mpande to the history of South Africa. 

• Mpande was a son of Senzangakona and thus a brother of Shaka and 
Dingane. 

• He ruled the Zulu state from 1840-1872 i.e. he controlled the Zulu state 
for 32 years. 

• He had a dull youthful time until Dingane started messing up the Zulu 
state. 

• He collaborated with Boers after the defeat of Dingane at the Blood 
River Battle in 1838 and carried out a civil war against him (Dingane). 

• During his regime, there was a big improvement in the Zulu relationship 
with the whites especially the Boers because they assisted him to rise in 
power and therefore this prevented wars between the two groups for 
some time. 

• Mpande as a new king failed to bring back the Zulu military glory that 
had been created by Shaka and therefore he was considered to be a 
weak leader and hated by the Zulu youths. 

• He was even hated more than Dingane because he feared going for 
wars and this made the warriors idle and redundant. 

• Just like Dingane, he also enjoyed feasting and being carried around 
the cart than performing government duties. 



• The peace during his rule increased the Zulu’s population due to the 
return of the refugees. 

• However, with increase of people, there was no room for further 
expansion. 

• Mpande’s peaceful ways made the Boers to start interfering in the Zulu 
politics. 

• He even gave the Boers the Blood River territory for helping him to 
overthrow Dingane in 1840, hence weakening the Zulu kingdom. 

• Mpande failed to revive the age regiments and this made his sons to 
long for his death. 

• His two eldest sons Cetewayo and Mbulazi started fighting for the 
throne even before their father’s death. 

• In 1856, Ceteswayo defeated his brother and even killed him. He 
therefore waited to take over power once his father dies. 

• Mpande eventually died in 1872 and he was succeeded by his son 
Ceteswayo. 

PROBLEMS FACED BY MPANDE 

• Mpande had a lot of pressure from the Boers who demanded for half 
of the Zulu fertile land for their settlement and this brought about 
conflicts between the Boers and the Zulu people. 

• His character was a problem. Just like Dingane, Mpande was not a 
serious leader and he preferred, women, dancing and feasting to state 
duties which greatly weakened the Zulu Kingdom. 

• Mpande failed to control the civil wars between his two eldest sons 
Ceteswayo and Mbulazi which divided the Zulu royal family and the 
ordinary people hence weakening the Zulu kingdom. 

• The British citizens in Zulu land especially Natal also started demanding 
for more land for their settlement and this was not welcomed by the 
Zulu people. 

• The increased population in Zulu land resulted into land shortage and 
yet the whites kept on asking for more land. 

• Mpande lacked support from the Zulu people because of his peaceful 
character and this earned him a lot of hatred as he was considered to 
be a weak leader. 

• He encouraged Boer interference into Zulu politics, thus dividing up the 
state and the royal family because some Zulu people did not support 
his association with Boers thus weakening the state. 



• He gave the Boers half of the fertile land in Zulu land i.e. the Blood River 
territory. This made his people to hate him because he had made them 
landless. 

• He neglected the military regiments left by Shaka which annoyed the 
Zulu warriors or soldiers. This was because he did not want to go for 
wars especially with the whites. 

• He failed to arm the Zulu army with stronger weapons which also 
annoyed the Zulu warriors. 

• There was also the rise of British imperialism during his rule as the British 
officers like Sir Theophilus Shepstone picked interest in the Zulu affairs. 

WHY DINGANE WAS DEFEATED BY HIS BROTHER MPANDE 

• Mpande got support from the Boers and this helped him to defeat 
Dingane. 

• He failed to maintain tribal unity in the kingdom hence a defeat. 

• The local rulers started inciting warriors to run to Mpande’s side. 

• His hatred for wars was unpopular among the warlike Zulu soldiers. 

• His relaxation of military discipline and disbanding some of the age 
regiments made him to be defeated by his brother. 

• His failure to convince Gardiner to return all the Zulu refuges also led to 
his defeat. 

• His brutal rule made him another Shaka leading to his defeat. 

• His preference for feasting, dancing and women made him unpopular 
leading to his defeat by Mpande. 

• The royal family stopped supporting him in 1840 in favor of Mpande. 

• Mpande’s collaboration with the Boers led to the eventual defeat of 
Dingane. 

• The increasing scarcity of land as he gave away more land to the 
whites annoyed the people. 

THE REIGN OF CETESWAYO 
Discuss the achievements of Ceteswayo for the Zulu people. 

• Ceteswayo was the son of Mpande. 

• He was intelligent and ambitious like his uncle Shaka. 

• He started gaining popularity and importance in 1856 after defeating 
his brother Mbulazi at the battle of Magongo. 



• He began being active politically from 1856. 

• When his father died in 1872, he became the leader of the Zulu state. 

• The British officer Theophilus Shepstone officially crowned him in 1872. 

• His first priority was to re-organise the Zulu state militarily. 

• He was determined to change Mpande’s peaceful policy. 

• He concentrated on reforming the age regiments and increased the 
spirit of nationalism. 

• He made diplomatic contacts with the Portuguese and got fire arms. 

• In the first years, he avoided wars with the Boers and the British. 

• He also created peace within the Zulu land by being a good ruler. 

• Later, he started encouraging raids against the neighbors to make the 
Zulu warriors active. 

• He also encouraged trade with the whites especially the Portuguese in 
Mozambique thus getting guns. 

• Ceteswayo managed to keep the independence of the Zulu nation 
between 1872 and 1879. 

• In 1879, Ceteswayo defeated the British at the battle of Isandhwana in 
January 1879. 

• The British later defeated Ceteswayo at the battle of Ulundi in July 1879. 

• Ceteswayo was exiled to London in 1882. 

• Later, the British were forced to return him as the ruler but with limited 
powers given to him. 

• Ceteswayo became annoyed and decided to seek refuge in a reserve 
where he died from in 1884. 

• He was succeeded by his son Dinizulu who was a British puppet. 

PROBLEMS FACED BY CETEWAYO 
Describe the problems faced by Ceteswayo by 1879. 

• The civil wars between him and his brother Mbulazi weakened him and 
the Zulu state. 

• The British forced him into exile where he died a very miserable man. 

• He had very little time to solve the problems within the Zulu state as a 
result of the forty years of misrule. 

• He faced a task from the British especially in 1879 at the battle of 



Isandlwana and later at Ulundi. 

• The British sent him into exile after his defeat at Ulundi though was 
returned on the Zulu demands. 

• The Zulu army and regiments were no longer functioning and this 
weakened him militarily. 

• The army was equipped with mainly spears yet his enemies had guns. 

• Sir Bartle Frere kept on fooling him over the Blood River territory that he 
would help him against the Boers and in future he sided with them 
against the Zulu. 

• He ruled at a wrong time i.e. the period of scramble for and partition of 
South Africa. 

• His defeat at Ulundi marked the end of his short career s a king and 
later his kingdom was divided up into thirteen (13) chiefdoms. 

• The Zulu population had greatly increased and yet land was small to 
accommodate the Zulu people. 

• His people were killed in the great battles and a lot of property was 
destroyed. 

• The Boer expansion from the North and South threatened him 
politically. 

• He had a poor relationship with the British officer Bartle Frere who was 
determined to destroy his state. 

• The need by the British to implement the Federation scheme in South 
African Zulu land caused conflicts between him and the British. 

• Ceteswayo fled to a reserve where he died in 1884 and he was 
succeeded by his son called Dinizulu. 

HOW THE ABOVE PROBLEMS WERE SOLVED BY CETEWAYO 

• He reformed the age regiments and created a strong standing army 
that had died during Mpande’s time. 

• He raised a big force for defensive purposes and revived the Zulu 
militarism and imparted courage among his warriors. 

• He brought back the Zulu self-confidence and a spirit of nationalism 
that had been created by Shaka. 

• He also brought back the Zulu military tactics like the cow-horn 
formation as well as surprise attacks. 

• He made the Zulu more aggressive and he held two coronation 



ceremonies to please the whites and traditionalists. 

• He befriended the British in order to defeat the Boers and he reversed 
Mpande’s peaceful policies. 

• He used the British to solve his misunderstandings with the Boers in the 
Blood River territory. 

• He acquired guns from Mozambique and encouraged trade with the 
Portuguese there. 

• He even defeated the British forces at Isandhwana in January 1879 and 
captured all their guns. This delayed their federation plans. 

• He sought refuge in a reserve after losing the support of his people. 

THE COLLAPSE OF THE ZULU STATE 
What factors led to the downfall of the Zulu state by the end of the 19th 
Century. 
What factors led to the disintegration of the Zulu kingdom in the second half 
of the 19th century? 
Why did the Zulu kingdom decline in the second half of the 19th century? 

• The Zulu kingdom collapsed in 1879 after the British defeat at Ulundi. 

• The decline of this state was a long term process dating back from 
Shaka’s days. This was due to the following factors; 

• Shaka’s dictatorship made him unpopular which led to the downfall of 
the Zulu state. 

• The Mfecane and its negative effects caused a lot of misery and 
suffering which weakened the Zulu state. 

• The death of Shaka’s mother (Nandi) created conflicts in the Zulu state 
which made Shaka became unpopular lading to the decline of the 
State. 

• Shaka’s brutality forced many of his capable commanders to run away 
like Maputo, Zwangendaba and Mzilikazi. 

• The death of Shaka in 1828 robed the Zulu state of its great ruler who 
would have defended the kingdom against the foreign invaders. 

• The rise of weak leaders like Mpande and Dingane i.e. they were 
militarily weak and therefore they failed to manage the kingdom 
properly leading to its decline. 

• Succession disputes after the death of Shaka i.e. between Dingane 
and Mbalangana weakened the state. 

• The Boer expansion into the interior of South Africa (Zulu land) led to the 
downfall of the Zulu state. 



• The collaboration and friendship of some Zulu leaders with the 
Europeans like Mpande with the Boers brought the foreigners into the 
Zulu politics which led to its decline. 

• The discovery of minerals in South Africa such as Gold and Diamond 
led to the migration of the Zulu youths to the mining areas and this 
weakened the regiments, hence leading to the Zulu state 

• The defeat of the Zulu by the Boers at the battle of Blood River 
weakened them leading to the collapse of the kingdom. 

• The British annexation of Natal in 1843 weakened the Zulu state. 

• The breaking away of the vessel (conquered) states e.g. Sotho and 
Ngwane led to the collapse of the Zulu state. 

• Epidemics like rinder pest, Zambezi fever etc. weakened the Zulu 
economy. 

• Famine and drought weakened the Zulu state leading to collapse. 

• The missionary interference divided the Zulu state hence weakening 
the Nation. 

• The great increase in population especially during the reign of 
Ceteswayo led to land conflicts which weakened the empire. 

• Poverty due to increased famine caused misery and suffering which 
led to the collapse of the state. 

• The period of scramble for and partition of South Africa attracted more 
Europeans into Zulu land. 

• The defeat of Ceteswayo at the battle of Ulundi 1879 marked the end 
of the Zulu state. 

• The vastness of the Zulu empire became a liability to be administered 
by weak leaders hence the collapse of the state. 

• Ceteswayo killing of the White missionaries alarmed the British which 
led to the collapse of the Zulu state. 

• The Zulu state had bitter relations with the neighbors that led to endless 
wars which forced the neighbors to support the Zulu enemies. For 
example, the Swazi supported the British against the Zulu kingdom in 
1879 which made it easy for the British to defeat the Zulu. 

• The division of the Zulu state into 13 districts by the British weakened the 
Zulu kingdom and therefore led to its final collapse. 

THE ZULU RESPONSE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF BRITISH COLONIALISM 
(THE ANGLO-ZULU WAR OF 1879/THE ISANDHALWANA WAR) 



• The war took place between the Zulu and the British in 1879 and it was 
fought in two battles. 

• It was also known as the conflict between Ceteswayo and Sir Bartle 
Frere. 

• The first battle was the Battle of Isandhwana in January 1879, followed 
by the one of Ulundi in July 1879 where the Zulu were defeated. 

• The Zulu were led by Ceteswayo and the British by Sir Bartle Frere, the 
British High Commissioner or Cape Governor. 

• It was also called the battle of Ulundi on which the Zulu were finally 
defeated in July 1879. 

CAUSES OF THE ANGLO-ZULU WAR OF 1879 
What were the causes of Anglo-Zulu conflict of 1879? 

• The determination of Ceteswayo to revive the military culture and glory 
of the Zulu that had been lost by Mpande’s peaceful policy caused 
the war. 

• Cetewayo’s revival of Shaka’s military tactics and age regiments 
strengthened the Zulu army which threatened the British position hence 
forcing them to attack the Zulu in 1879. 

• The failure of Ceteswayo to disarm and disband the army of about 
35,000 men threatened the British and therefore, they decided to 
declare war on the Zulu in 1879. 

• The refusal of Ceteswayo to ban age regiments and the army of about 
35,000 soldiers as demanded by the British caused the war in 1879. 

• The character of Ceteswayo and Sir Bartle Frere i.e. were 
uncompromising and never respected peaceful means to settle 
conflicts which caused the Anglo-Zulu war in 1879. 

• Ceteswayo had built army of 35000 men which motivated him to fight 
the British. 

• The increased military drills, anti-European war songs and slogans 
worried the British hence a war in 1879. 

• The rise of nationalism among the Zulu caused the war. 

• The need by Ceteswayo to protect the Zulu independence also 
caused the 1879 Anglo-Zulu war. 

• Loss of Zulu land in the Blood River area to the British also made the war 
inevitable. 

• Outbreak of famine in Natal and Transvaal was blamed on the British 
which prepared both parties for a war. 



• The war-like nature of Zulu kingdom caused the war between 
Ceteswayo and Frere. 

• The giving of the Blood River territory to the Boers by the British whose 
boundary extended into the Zulu land annoyed the Zulu. 

• The displacement of the Zulu from the Blood River territory caused the 
war. 

• Mal-administration of the whites especially in Blood River territory also 
caused the war. 

• The disrespecting of the Zulu leaders by the British also emanated into a 
war. 

• The rumor that the Zulu had murdered the white missionaries attracted 
the war. 

• The Zulu murder of two adulterous women who had fled to the British 
made them declare a war on the Zulu. 

• The Zulu victory against the British at the battle of Isandhwana also 
caused the war. 

• The British desire to revenge the Isandhwana defeat by the Zulu in 
January 1879 made the 1879 Anglo-Zulu war inevitable. 

• The existence of two uncompromising leaders i.e. Ceteswayo on the 
side of the Zulu and Sir Bartle Frere on the side of the British caused the 
war. 

• The long held suspicion and mistrust between the Zulu and the British 
caused the war in 1879. 

EFFECTS OF THE 1879 ANGLO-ZULU WAR 
How did the disagreement in 1879 between the British and Zulu affect the 
people of South Africa? 

• The British were defeated and humiliated by the Zulu at Isandhwana 
battle in January 1879. 

• The Zulu were defeated in the Battle of Ulundi in July 1879 and they lost 
their independence to the British. 

• Ceteswayo was overthrown and taken to the Cape and eventually to 
exile in London in 1882. 

• The war disorganized the Zulu economy leading to poverty, misery and 
suffering. 

• The Zulu kingdom was divided into 13 (thirteen) Chiefdoms and this 
greatly weakened the kingdom. 



• The traditional rulers lost their power after the war. For example, Dinizulu 
who succeeded Ceteswayo was demoted to a village chief. 

• The rebellion also resulted into the destruction of property like 
plantations and homes. 

• It also resulted into loss of lives on both sides i.e. the whites and Africans 
which led to depopulation. 

• The Zulu lost their land to the whites and they were pushed into 
reserves. 

• The rebellion laid foundation for other future rebellions such as the 
Bambata rebellion of 1906. 

• It led to the dethronement of Ceteswayo and enthronement of Dinizulu 
as the king of the Zulu state. 

• The military strength of the Zulu was crushed by the British at the Battle 
of Ulundi. 

• It led to abandonment of the federation scheme by Britain. 

• It increased nationalism among the Zulu in South Africa. 

• Trade and agriculture on both sides paralyzed as people concentrated 
in fighting. 

• Africans became a source of cheap labour to the whites after the war. 

FACTORS FOR THE DEFEAT OF THE ZULU 
Why were the Zulu defeated in the Anglo-Zulu conflict? 

• Famine and drought weakened the Zulu hence a defeat. 

• The exiling of Cetewayo demoralized the Zulu hence losing to the 
British. 

• The Zulu had weaker/inferior weapons like stones and arrows 
compared to the British with guns. 

• The poor fighting tactics among the Zulu fighters led to the defeat. 

• The Zulu enemies like the Swazi helped the British hence giving victory 
to the British. 

• Poor leadership of Cetewayo who failed to unite all the Zulu led to the 
defeat of the Zulu. 

• The Zulu’s underestimation of the British after the victory at 
Isandhalwana also led to the victory of the British. 

• Africans had inferiority complex and that is why they were defeated 



• The low level of Zulu nationalism led to their defeat 

• The Zulu had been weakened by civil wars between Mbulazi and 
Cetewayo hence a defeat. 

• Succession disputes i.e. between Cetewayo and his brothers also 
weakened the Zulu 

• The Zulu had poor economy which could not sustain fighting for long 
hence a defeat. 

• The British were determined to eliminate the Zulu and create a 
federation of South Africa thus defeating Africans. 

• The British were skilled and experienced in fighting compared to the 
Zulu 

• The good leadership of the British under Sir Battle Frere led to the 
defeat of the Zulu. 

• The British had a highly trained army compared to their counter parts 
the Zulu. 

• The Zulu could not survive the period of scramble for and partition of 
South Africa hence a defeat. 

• The British had support of the Boers whom they had given the Blood 
River territory. 

THE BAMBATA/BAMBATHA REBELLION OF 1906 

• This was the war/clash between the British and the Zulu took place in 
1906. 

• It was also called the Anglo-Zulu war of 1906 / Second Anglo-Zulu war. 

• The rebellion was led by Chief Bambatha of the Zondi people in the 
Zondi reserve. Therefore, it took place mainly among the Zondi people 
in Zulu land. 

• It took place during the reign of King Dinzuli of the Zulu. 

CAUSES OF THE BAMBATA REBELLION 
What led to the Bambata rebellion? 
What caused the clash between the Zulu and the British in 1906? 

• The refusal of Bambata to pay taxes and the British attempt to hunt for 
him annoyed the Zulu making the rebellion inevitable. 

• The exiling of Cetewayo in 1882 annoyed the Zulu leading to the 
conflict. 

• The disintegration of the Zulu nation into 13 chiefdoms after the defeat 



of Ceteswayo forced the Zulu to attack the British hence a war. 

• The long held mistrust and suspicion between Zulu and the British also 
caused the war. 

• The need for the Zulu to regain their independence which had been 
eroded by the British caused the war. 

• The existence of able inspirational leadership of Chief Bambatha made 
the war inevitable. 

• Loss of traditional powers of Zulu Kings and chiefs as they had lost 
control over their subjects also caused the war. For example, King 
Dinizulu was demoted by the British to a mere headman which 
annoyed the Zulu. 

• The low payments and work coupled with strict and poor conditions 
also caused the war. 

• The desire by the Zulu to recover their land that had been taken by the 
British also led to the rebellion. 

• The creation of reserves like Zondi with poor living conditions in Zulu 
land annoyed the Zulu hence a revolt in 1902. 

• The making of the Zulu tenants on their own land and forceful pay of 
rent on it caused the war. 

• The brutal methods of assessment and collecting taxes e.g. flogging, 
canning and imprisonment accounted for the war. 

• The failure of peaceful ways to end the conflicts between the two 
caused the conflict. 

• The rise of African nationalism and the spirit of Ethiopianism that gave a 
slogan “Africa for Africans” caused the rebellion. 

• The panic of the British government that carried out massive arrests and 
imprisonment of innocent people regarded to be followers of Ethiopian 
independent churches also caused the war. 

• The Zulu success at isandhlwana in 1879 against the British morale 
boosted them thus the Bambata rebellion. 

• The confidence given by the tradition Religious prophecy that if they 
join the rebellion their lives would be saved caused the revolt. 

• The defeat of the British by the Boers in Jameson Raid in 1895 inspired 
the Zulu to fight hence a rebellion. 

• Heavy taxation caused the war or rebellion. For example, the Zulu were 
required to pay the poll tax among other taxes which annoyed them 



since they were not used to paying tax. 

• The British oppressive and mal-administration caused the war e.g., the 
British introduced harsh laws where the Africans had no right to move 
from one place to another which annoyed them. 

• The outbreak of diseases like rinderpest which killed African cattle was 
blamed on the British thus causing the war. 

• To make matters worse, the British killing the infected animals and the 
refusal of the Zulu to eat them caused the war. 

• The outbreak of natural calamities like the wide spread drought and 
famine were blamed on the whites which created war hysteria in order 
to loot food hence the war. 

• The increased British imperialism and the desire to control the whole of 
South Africa also led them into conflicts with the Zulu. 

• The increased number of whites into Zulu land annoyed the Zulu and 
hence the conflict in 1906. 

• The revival of the Zulu militarism like the age regiments and other 
reforms gave morale to the Zulu to rise up against the British in 1906. 

• The Second Anglo-Boer War of 1899-1902 caused the Bambata war. 
After this war, the Zulu thought that the British were exhausted and 
therefore they wanted to take advantage of this weakness. 

• The brutal execution of twelve key Zulu leaders in early 1906 by the 
British officials because of the refusal to pay poll taxes further annoyed 
the Zulu, hence forcing them to rise up against the British. 

• The mistaken identity caused the war. Traditionally, the Zulu mistook all 
whites for Mlungu which meant devils, sea monsters or “wizards”. 

• The failure of peaceful means to end the conflicts between the Zulu 
and the British finally caused war by 1906. 

EFFECTS OF THE 1906 BAMBATA REBELLION 
What were the effects of this rebellion? 

• The Zulu were defeated by the British in the war. 

• Bambata the leader of the rebellion was captured and killed in 1906. 

• The Zulu nation lost its independence completely to the British. 

• There was disintegration of Zulu kingdom into small communities. 

• The Zulu militarism was completely destroyed by the British. 

• Dinizulu was arrested in 1907 because he was suspected of having 



supported the rebellion. 

• There was massive loss of life leading to depopulation as about 3,000 
people died. 

• The war led to famine as the Zulu concentrated on fighting and 
ignored agriculture. 

• The war led to a decline in the economy as trade became to a 
standstill. 

• There was destruction of property such as buildings, farms among 
others. 

• There was loss of cattle due to cattle diseases such as rinder pest and 
looting. 

• Africans lost more land to the British. 

• The war resulted into displacement of people into reserves under poor 
living conditions. 

• The Zulu became permanent servants on white farms as a result of the 
war. 

• The Zulu nation was ruthlessly and systematically subjugated. 

• Traditional leaders lost authority as they were replaced by the British. 

• Africans lost trust and confidence in traditional beliefs and many 
adopted Christianity. 

• British racial discrimination increased as the Zulu were made second 
class citizens. 

• The failure of the rebellion forced the Africans to change to other forms 
of resistance and peaceful means so as to regain their independence. 
Therefore, the Africans learnt a lesson that the British were militarily 
stronger. 

• The war encouraged the growth of independent church in Zulu land 
i.e. the dogma or slogan of “Africa for Africans”. 

• It laid ground for future African nationalism in South Africa. For 
example, it paved way for the formation of mass political parties like 
the Inkatha Freedom Party and the African National Congress (ANC) so 
as to regain African independence. 

• The British administration worsened i.e. became more strict on the 
political freedoms of the Zulu. 

• British learnt a lesson and made some administrative reforms to avoid 



further uprisings.For example, in 1908 a bill was passed that allowed 
four whites to represent the Africans in the Legislative Council or 
Parliament. 

• The war indirectly contributed to the union of South Africa in 1910 
because the whites feared the Africans. 

• In conclusion, the effects were negative and positive, or social, political 
and economic 

REASONS WHY THE BAMBATA REBELLION OF 1906 FAILED 

• The lack of unity among the Africans led to their defeat. 

• The determination of the British to colonize the Zulu state at all costs led 
to the defeat of the Africans in the Bambata rebellion of 1906. 

• The African had inferior weapons which they used for fighting like 
spears which could not defeat the British who used advanced 
weapons like the guns. 

• The Africans lacked strong leaders to lead them against the British. 

• The natural calamities like famine and disease weakened the Africans, 
hence making them unable to defeat the British in 1906. 

• The Africans lacked a strong economy to finance a major war against 
the economically powerful British colonialists. 

• The false belief in traditional religion by the Africans led to their defeat 
since it failed to defend them against the British. 

• Africans lacked food supply which resulted into famine thereby leading 
to a defeat. 

• In conclusion, the reasons for its failure were social, political and 
economic. 

• Every family was protected by the spirits of its ancestors. 

The Sotho celebrated important stages in life like birth, puberty, adolescence, 
marriage and death. 

                                                                                                                     THE PEDI-
RESISTANCE OF 1861-1879 

• The Pedi tribe was found in the Eastern hills of Transvaal the Boer 
Republic. 

• The Pedi fought against the Boers and later the British between 1861 
and 1879. 

• The Boers were led by Andres Pretorius whereas the Pedi by chief 



Sekhukhune son of Sekwati. 

• The British were led by Sir Garnet Wosely and Major Clerk. 

• The location of the pedi in the Eastern Transvaal hills encouraged them 
to rebel against the Whites. 

CAUSES OF THE PEDI RESISTANCE 
What were the causes of the Pedi resistance between 1861 and 1879? 
What led to the outbreak of the rebellion between Chief Sekhukhune and the 
Whites between 1861 and 1879? 

• The causes were both long-term and short-term. They were also 
political, social and economic. 

• The white attacks on the Pedi state made Sekukuni to fight hence 
causing the resistance. 

• The Boer expansion into the Pedi land was not welcomed by the Pedi 
leading to the conflict. 

• The Pedi wanted to protect their independence from the Boers and 
British takeover hence a resistance. 

• The refusal of the Pedi to accept Transvaal domination also caused the 
resistance. 

• The Boers had support from the Swazi nation which encouraged them 
to attack the Pedi hence a rebellion. 

• The presence of missionaries Sekwati had allowed in the Pedi state 
caused the war since they were suspected to be spies of the Boers. 

• The Pedi’s desire to preserve their cultures which the missionaries had 
condemned also led to the Pedi rebellion. 

• The rumor that the Pedi had burnt the Germany missionary station also 
caused the uprising. 

• The Pedi‟s chasing of the Missionaries i.e. Merensky from the missionary 
station did not please the Boers hence a rebellion. 

• The need for the Boer leader of Transvaal to gain popularity drove him 
to attack the Pedi on 14th/July/1879. 

• The Boer destruction of the Pedi settlement of Spekdom in 1876 made 
Africans to revenge hence the Pedi resistance. 

• The White disrespect of the Pedi leader Sekhukhune also led to the 
rebellion. 

• The need by the Pedi to defend their land from the whites also caused 
the Pedi resistance. 



• The long held suspicion and mistrust between the Pedi and the Boers 
caused the Pedi resistance. 

• The British annexation of Transvaal in 1877 forced them to conflict with 
the Pedi. 

• The British desire to create a federation of South Africa also made the 
Pedi resistance inevitable. 

• The need by the British to please the Boers by donating them the Pedi 
land caused the war. 

• The killing of Sekukuni‟s son called Moroamotshe by the whites 
annoyed the Pedi to react hence a rebellion. 

EFFECTS OF THE PEDI RESISTANCE 
How did the resistance affect the people of South Africa? 

• The resistance led to the defeat of the Pedi by the whites. 

• The war forced Sekukuni to surrender to Major Clerk. 

• The resistance led to the imprisonment of Sekukuni though he was 
released in 1881. 

• The war led to the assassination of Sekukuni in 1882 by his rival brother. 

• It resulted into loss of Pedi‟s independence to the British. 

• It also led to the killing of other Pedi traditional leaders like 
Moroamotshe and Umsutu. 

• It emanated into loss of lives of both the Africans and the Whites. 

• It resulted into depopulation in the Pedi land due to massive killing of 
people. 

• The resistance disrupted trade and agriculture since people 
concentrated in fighting. 

• The war divided Africans i.e. the Swazi fought for the British against the 
Pedi. 

• The war also resulted into the annexation of Transvaal in 1877 by the 
British. 

• It resulted into displacement of people from their original homeland. 

• The Pedi lost their land to the Boers and the Swazi. 

• The resistance made the Transvaal president Burger unpopular in South 
Africa. 

• Sekukuni was forced to sign a peace treaty with the Boers after the raid 



but he abused it. 

• It caused poverty among the Africans because their property was 
destroyed. 

• The resistance made the Transvaal Boer government bankrupt. 

• In conclusion, the effects of this resistance were both positive and 
negative. 

FACTORS/REASONS FOR THE DEFEAT OF THE PEDI 
Why were the Africans defeated in the Pedi resistance? 

• Many reasons /factors led to the defeat of the Pedi. 

• The missionaries influenced many people not to join the resistance thus 
leading to the defeat of Africans. 

• The military strength of the Whites also led to the defeat of the Africans. 

• The Whites had powerful weapons like guns compared to Africans with 
inferior weapons like bows and arrows. 

• The white men’s determination to defeat the Pedi led to failure of the 
Africans. 

• Disunity among the Pedi led to their defeat by the whites i.e. they 
fought in isolation. 

• The Pedi had limited supply of weapons and fire arms compared to the 
whites. 

• The Pedi lacked support from their neighbors leading to their defeat. 

• The support given to the whites by the Swazi soldiers led to the defeat 
of the Africans. 

• The arrest of Sekhukhune demoralized the Pedi fighters leading to their 
defeat. 

• The whites ruthlessly handled the Africans thereby weakening them. 

• The Pedi were economically weak to the extent that they could not 
fight for so long. 

• The Pedi lacked good leadership after the death of Sekhukhune hence 
the defeat. 

•   

MOSHESHE’S CONTRIBUTION TO BASUTO LAND 
Explain the contribution of Moshesh to Basuto land between 1820 and 1870. 

• It was believed that Moshesh was born in 1786 to Mokachane, a minor 
chief among the Kwena. 



• He was said to have belonged to the Makoteli clan of the Kwena. 

• His father was Mokachane who was a minor chief among the Kwena 
people. 

• During his days, Moshesh became prominent as a cattle-raider. 

THE BASUTO (SOTHO) NATION 
What were the origins of the Sotho state? 
How was the Basuto/Sotho state established? 

Describe the rise of the Basuto kingdom. 

• The Sotho state is the modern Republic of Lesotho. 

• It was also known as Basuto kingdom/ the Mountainous kingdom. 

• The founders of the nation came from Central or West Africa. 

• The state belonged to the Bantu speakers or the “NTU” speakers. 

• It was formally an area for the Basotho settlement/Nguni/Khoisan 
settlement. 

• It was born during the period of Mfecane as a defensive state by 
Moshesh. 

• Little is known about its early background i.e. the origin is not clear. 

• It is believed that Moshesh the founder of the state was born in about 
1786 to Mokachane, a minor chief among the Kwena. 

• He is said to have belonged to Makoteli clan. 

• He was brought up by a famous Sotho chief Mtolomi who prophesized 
that one day Moshesh will become a great chief. 

• He was intelligent, adventurous, patient, brave and a determined 
young man. 

• During Mfecane, Moshesh became prominent as a notorious cattle 
raider. 

• The raided cattle became the basis of the Sotho economy. 

• He then shaved his cattle to distinguish them from others thus the name 
Moshesh meaning ‘shaver of cattle.’ 

• Before Mfecane, there was no state called Sotho but there existed only 
independent clans and chiefdoms. 

• By 1815 (19th Century) Moshesh started creating the Sotho state. 

• At first, it was situated in Butha-Buthe. 



• Because of the Tlokwa attacks, he transferred it to the Thaba-Bosiu (Hill 
of might) which was a good defensive place. 

• He welcomed refugees into his state who were running away from 
Mfecane and gave them land for settlement. 

• He allowed refugees to retain their chiefs as long as they remained 
royal to him. 

• He used diplomacy and marriage to create unity in his state. 

• The state he created survived up to 1870 when he died due to old age. 

• The state continued to exist beyond this period until when the British 
attacked and occupied it later. 

ORGANIZATION OF SOTHO STATE 
Describe the organization of the Basotho during the 17th Century. 

• The Basotho state was founded in 1815-1824 by Moshesh and it was 
during the Mfecane period. 

• The Sotho state is the modern Lesotho nation. 

• Its founders came from central or West Africa and they were Bantu 
speakers. 

• It was created as a defensive state during Mfecane by Moshesh son of 
Mokachane a minor chief among the Kwena. 

• The kingdom was organized politically, economically and socially. 

Political organization 

• The Sotho was a centralized kingdom i.e. had a king and a powerful 
political system. 

• The institution of Kingship was hereditary i.e. the king‟s eldest son 
inherited the throne. 

• The king had a lot of powers but used them sparingly i.e. he acted as 
the civil, religious and judicial leader of his people. 

• The nation was made up of many semi-independent chiefdoms that 
were brought under one central authority of Mosheshe. 

• The chiefdom leaders enjoyed some freedom and authority over their 
people. 

• Mosheshe left the chiefs to rule their people as long as they respected 
him. 

• The conquered people gave gifts and paid tributes to Mosheshe as a 
sign of loyalty. 



• Mosheshe set up headquarters in different parts of the nation and put 
them under his family members who would not easily betray him. 

• He encouraged refugees to settle in Sotho state so as to increase its 
population. 

• He put in place a spy network of his family members to get information 
from the conquered societies. 

• The nation had no standing army but age-regiments provided security 
and could be called upon any time in case of need. 

• Mosheshe used diplomacy other than violence to maintain peace in 
the kingdom and that is why he was friendly to the neighbours to have 
peace. 

• Hilly areas served as the capitals of the kingdom like Butha-Buthe and 
later Thaba-Busiu which were easy to defend. 

• Conquered chiefs were always consulted before any major political 
decision was made. 

• There existed two parliaments in Sotho state that is the inner council 
and Pitso. 

• The inner council was made up of king‟s relatives and conquered 
chiefs and it advised the king on day today administration. 

• The other wider assembly (Pitso) was for circumcised men and its 
deliberations checked on powers of the king and chiefs. 

• Even the assimilated Basuto were free to attend the Pisto meetings. 

• Mosheshe encouraged missionaries to come and used them as 
advisors over European affairs. 

• Mosheshe played stronger rulers against each other like Shaka against 
Matiwane of the Ngwane. 

• He also sent tributes and gifts to powerful neighbours like Shaka and 
also land to the Boers to avoid being attacked. 

• Mosheshe placed political refugees on the margins of the capital to 
avoid disturbing the kingdom. 

Economic organization 

• The Basuto practiced a mixed economy of agriculture and cattle 
keeping. 

• They grew crops like yams, cassava, beans, sorghum etc. in the 
mountain valleys as a source of food. 



• They kept animals like cows, goats and sheep that supplement food 
crops as a source of diet and trade items. 

• They carried out fishing along Rivers as a source of food and a trade 
item. 

• They carried out some food gathering in the forests and bushes to 
supplement agriculture. 

• The Basuto also traded with the neighbours and later Europeans to 
acquire items they could not produce like guns. 

• They supplied/ exchanged iron tools, food stuffs and cattle products to 
Europeans for guns and other manufactured goods. 

• Some sections of the Basuto carried out iron working and made tools 
like spears, arrows, hoes etc. 

• They also carried out hunting to supplement pastoralism as a source of 
food. 

• Pottery and weaving were also carried out by the Basuto and well 
decorated items were produced for home use and trade. 

• Land was communally owned and the king kept it on behalf of the 
people. 

• In fact the king distributed land to his people and other foreigners to 
use it. 

• With the discovery of minerals, the Sotho moved to European farms, 
mines, industries and homes to look for jobs. 

Social organization 

• The Sotho nation had a mixture of cultures since it had been formed by 
gathering refugees of Mfecane. 

• However, the absorbed people adopted the Sotho culture. 

• The clan was the biggest unit of social organization and each under a 
clan leader. 

• A family was the smallest social unity among the Sotho and it was 
headed by a man. 

• Mosheshe created unity in the nation through marriage alliances and 
he had over 100 women from different clans. 

• The Sotho were encouraged to practice exogamous marriages 
(marriage out of their clans) so as to enhance unity. 

• Polygamy was a common practice though monogamy also existed. 



• They practiced initiation ceremonies where by the youth would move 
from one stage of development to another. 

• The Sotho were religious and worshipped their ancestral spirits i.e. 
believed in small gods. 

• They also believed that there high God was called Modimo who 
created the world and determined its destiny. 

• The king was a chief priest and the religious leader of his people. 

• He even shaved his cattle to distinguish them hence the name “the 
shaver”. 

• He was a man of rare qualities, intelligent and with great abilities. 

• He was a great military leader who gave protection to several refugees 
who ran to his chiefdom for protection. 

• He was able to expand the Basuto land and he also protected the 
independence of the Nation. 

• He was able to bring people of different origins/backgrounds together 
in one state. 

• He also allowed them to maintain their rulers as long as they remained 
loyal to him. 

• He laid a foundation for the new powerful Basuto nation. 

• He effectively headed the Basuto Nation during the period of 
imperialism. 

• He promoted the nation with one language and one culture. 

• The unity he created through marriage alliances persisted even after 
his death. 

• He built a strong army well equipped with guns and horses for the 
defence of the Basuto. 

• He successfully defended his nation against hostile neighbours like the 
Ndebele and Zulu. 

• He sent gifts of virgin girls, cattle etc. to Shaka to prevent attacks. 

• He also promoted trade with the Europeans especially the British at the 
cape. 

• He restored law and order in the area that had just gone through the 
Mfecane revolution. 

• He skillfully avoided direct confrontation with the British until his country 



was declared a British protectorate. 

• He avoided war with the British through signing treaties like the Napier 
treaty, paying fines of cattle to the British. 

• He protected and defended the land of the people. 

• He allowed missionaries especially the Paris Evangelical Mission (PEM) 
to settle in his kingdom and offer him advice. 

• He established mission stations on the outskirts of the kingdom for 
defence. 

• He encouraged Western civilization and education that had been 
brought by the missionaries. 

• He strengthened the economy of his nation by giving land and cattle 
to his people. 

• He temporarily gave land to the Boers to avoid wars with them. 

• He never converted to Christianity as a way of maintaining unity in the 
kingdom. 

• He defeated the Tlokwa chief Sekonyera and annexed Tlokwa land to 
the Basuto. 

• He encouraged cattle keeping and farming to boost the economy. 

PROBLEMS FACED BY MOSHESHE BETWEEN 1815 AND 1868 

• Moshesh ruled Basuto land between 1815 and 1868. 

• He had founded the Sotho nation during the period of Mfecane 
gathering refugees first at Butha-Buthe and later Thaba-Bosiu. 

• He faced many problems as the leader of the Basuto land and they 
were political, social and economic. 

• He faced external attacks by the neighbors like Ngwane, Tlokwa 
among others. 

• The Tlokwa attacks forced him to move his capital from Butha-Buthe to 
Thaba-Bosiu hence a problem. 

• There were desperate groups in Basutoland e.g. the cannibals who 
created insecurity in the state. 

• Many of his people were eaten by cannibals during the time when 
they were moving to Thaba-Bosiu. 

• He lost many cattle which he gave to powerful neighbours like Shaka 
of the Zulu and Mzilikazi of the Ndebele in an attempt to protect his 



kingdom. 

• The missionaries fooled him and he gave them land. 

• He lost many animals especially cattle to powerful leaders like Shaka 
and chief Mzilikazi. 

• Many villages were devastated by the raids organized by the 
neighbouring states. 

• Some people forced him to give jobs to the people he had educated. 

• Most of his land was taken by the Boers and this reduced the size of the 
Sotho nation. 

• His nation experienced famine and drought due to Boer attacks of his 
state leading to destruction of gardens. 

• The creation of Orange Free State at the neighborhood of Basuto left 
the state defenseless. 

• The conquered people kept on demanding for their independence. 

• The period of scramble and partition of South Africa was a problem to 
his kingdom. 

• Moshesh lacked adequate guns to protect his kingdom from the 
European colonialists. 

• In fact in 1868, the Basuto nation was taken over by the British and it 
was declared her British protectorate. 

HOW MOSHESHE HANDLED AND SOLVED THE PROBLEMS 

• Moshesh established his strong headquarters at Thuba-Bosiu which 
would be easily defended. 

• He always played his enemies against each other e.g. when the 
Tlokwa attacked him, he used Shaka to destroy them. 

• He gave virgin girls and cattle to strong neighboring rulers like Shaka 
and Mzilikazi. 

• He gave land and cattle to the refugees in order to silence them. 

• He conquered more land which solved the problem of population 
pressure. 

• He employed his female relatives as spies in areas where they married 
and this maintained law and order. 

• He conquered guns and horses to compete with the enemies. 



• He formed a strong army that protected the nation. 

• He invited missionaries to civilize and advise him how to develop the 
nation. 

• He gave land on the boarders of Basuto state to refugees to protect his 
people against enemies/attacks. 

• He used diplomacy and wrote an apology letter to the British governor 
at the cape. 

• He formed a spy network of his family members and hence able to 
know his enemies. 

• He asked for protection from the British and save his nation from the 
Boers. 

MOSHESH’S RELATIONSHIP WITH EUROPEANS AFTER 1830 
Describe Mosheshe’s relationship with Europeans after 1830 

• Mosheshe’s relationship with the Europeans was both good and bad. 

• The Paris evangelical missionaries were the first Europeans that Moshesh 
dealt with. 

• He had heard about them and invited them to his kingdom. 

• He gave these French missionaries land on which to build mission 
stations. 

• The missionaries later became advisors to Mosheshe. 

• He gave them privileges like land and also allowed them to freely 
preach to his people. 

• He made missionaries his advisors on political and European affairs. 

• He also allowed the missionaries to educate his people. 

• The Boers later arrived in the state. 

• He also gave them land for temporary settlement and grazing. 

• However, the Boers refused to recognize Mosheshe‟s authority. 

• They considered land given to them as permanent. 

• Later because of the Boers’act, Mosheshe asked the British for 
protection as a way to safeguard his independence. 

• In 1843, the Napier treaty was signed between the British and 
Mosheshe. 

• The treaty was warning the Boers not to steal the Basuto land. 



• In 1846, Mosheshe entered into an agreement with the British. 

• The agreement aimed at stopping Boer conflicts with the Basuto. 

• According to the agreement, free land was to be set aside by 
Mosheshe on which European farmers would settle. 

• The Basuto had to re-locate and settle elsewhere. 

• The whites where supposed to pay for the rights to use land. 

• They were not supposed to leave or farm outside the areas allocated 
to them by the Basuto. 

• The agreement of 1846 was aborted and would not solve the Basuto-
White war. 

• The whites were not willing to abandon their farms they had already 
occupied outside the area set aside for them. 

• In 1848, Governor Sir Harry Smith annexed Orange River territory in an 
attempt to end the Basuto-Boer wars. 

• However, the conflicts couldn’t easily be removed because there was 
no clear acceptable boundary between the conflicting parties. 

• In 1849, the warden line was drawn and as a result, the Basuto lost 32 
km of land to the British. 

• The warden line encouraged the Basuto to raid the Boers who they 
defeated seriously. 

• The British and the Boers were led by George Warden against the 
Basuto. 

• This was in order to stop the conflict and also for the British to acquire 
prestige. 

• The British Governor Carth Cart ordered Moshesh to pay fine of 10,000 
cows of the recent acts. 

• Moshesh managed to pay 3,500 cows only on the third day and he 
asked for more time which was rejected. 

• In 1852, the British attacked the Basuto and captured large herds of 
cattle. 

• Moshesh decided to write a letter to the Governor requesting him not 
to attack the Basuto again. 

• In 1868, Carth Cart withdrew and Mosheshe’s request was granted for 
being a British protectorate. 



• Moshesh died a happy man in 1870 after defending his people from 
the Boer imperialism/nationalism. 

FACTORS FOR THE DECLINE OR DOWNFALL OF THE SOTHO/BASUTO NATION 

• Succession distributes among the sons of Moshesh resulted into serious 
wars which contributed to the downfall of the Basuto nation. 

• The discovery of minerals in the Basutoland contributed to the 
annexation of the nation by the British in order to exploit such minerals 
hence leading to its decline. 

• The death of Moshesh in 1870 left a power vacuum which could not 
easily be filled by the weak sons of Moshesh. 

• The strength of the British and the Boers with superior weapons gave 
them an upper hand over the Basuto hence leading to the decline of 
the nation. 

• Wide spread of diseases such as malaria, sleeping sickness etc. led to 
the downfall of the nation. 

• Famine due to constant wars forced people to starve leading to the 
collapse of the Basuto nation. 

• Constant raids carried out by the Boers and British made the kingdom 
weak as it led to the death of energetic men. 

• Lack of a standing army after Mosheshe’s death also contributed to 
the decline of the state. 

• Mosheshe’s diplomacy of giving land to the Boers disappointed the 
Africans who looked for all ways of bringing Mosheshe’s reign to an 
end. 

• The breaking away of the vassal states after 1870 from the empire also 
weakened it and led to its decline. 

• The British annexation of the Basuto land under the request of Moshesh 
was the final blow for the collapse of the nation. 

THE ANGLO-BASUTO CONFLICT /THE WAR OF GUNS/DISARMAMENT WAR OF 
1880 

• The Anglo- Basuto conflict of 1880-1881 is also known as the war of 
guns, disarmament war or Puth rebellion or the Basuto resistance. 

• It was fought between the British cape government and the 
Basuto/Sotho kingdom. 

• The Basuto were led by chief Moroosi, Lerothodi and Letsie. 



• The British were led by Sir Gordon Spriggs, the cape Prime Minister. 

• It was fought in two phases i.e. the first phase between 1878 and 1879 
under Chief Moroosi Puthi and the second phase between 1880-
1811under Lerothodi. 

CAUSES OF THE WAR OF GUNS 
What led to the Anglo-Basuto conflict of 1880? 

• The causes were long-term and short-term, social and economic in 
nature. 

• The British desire to disarm the Basuto caused the rebellion. 

• The refusal of the Basuto to surrender their guns to the British caused the 
war of guns. 

• The rise of Sotho leaders Moroosi and Lerothodi also caused the 
rebellion since they inspired their subjects to fight. 

• The presence of guns among the Basuto given by the Boers and the 
British gave them confidence to resist hence a rebellion. 

• The death of Moshesh a great diplomat opened the Basuto state to 
the Whites leading to the outbreak of the war. 

• The need by the Sotho to defend their independence led to the 
outbreak of the Puth-resistance. 

• The 1871 British annexation of the cape was hated by the Sotho hence 
leading to the rebellion. 

• The earlier Basuto victory in 1878 motivated them to resist again in 1880 
hence the war of guns. 

• The undermining of African leaders by the British also caused the war. 

• The arrest of Moroosi on accusation that he had stolen a gun and a 
horse also caused the war. 

• The killing of Moroosi while resisting the imprisonment of his son made 
more Basuto to join the war. 

• The British opening of Southern Lesotho to white settlement was hated 
by the Africans there by causing the revolt. 

• Loss of land by the Basuto to the British caused the war. 

• Forced labour on the white farms was hated by the Sotho thus causing 
the rebellion. 

• The undermining of African culture by the British also caused the war. 

• The increasing number of missionaries in the Sotho State worried the 



Basuto thus causing the rebellion. 

• The British increase of the hut tax was hated by the Basuto thus causing 
the rebellion. 

• Inspiration by earlier African resistances like Pedi resistance and 
Isandhwana in 1879 caused the war. 

• The appointment of a British magistrate Mr. Hope among the Puthi 
caused the rebellion. 

EFFECTS OF THE WAR OF GUNS 
How did the war affect the people of South Africa? 

• The British were defeated and humiliated by the Sotho. 

• The British accepted to offer protection to the Basuto against their 
enemies. 

• The Basuto independence was preserved as a result of the war. 

• The Basuto were allowed to keep their guns but they were to register 
them. 

• The war led to paralyzing of economic activities like agriculture and 
tread. 

• It resulted into the outbreak of famine since agriculture went to a 
standstill. 

• The war caused a lot of poverty to the Sotho due to loss of cattle. 

• The war resulted into displacement of the Basuto in South Africa. 

• The war emanated into the killing of the Basuto ring leaders like Moroosi 
and Lerothodi. 

• The war led to destruction of property like buildings, farms among 
others. 

• The war led to declaration of Basutoland a British protectorate. 

• It inspired the outbreak of other rebellions against the whites like Nama-
Herero of 1904-1907. 

• The war increased the Basuto nationalism. 

• The British gave money to the Basuto for rehabilitating their economy. 

• The war caused a lot of suffering and misery to the people in the 
Basutoland. 

• In conclusion, the effects were both positive and negative. 



FACTORS FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE BASUTO 

• Many factors made the Basuto successful in this war. 

• The use of defensive positions in the Basuto nation like hills of Butha-
Buthe and Thaba-Bosiu led to their success. 

• The Sotho cities were large to accommodate many people for 
protection thus leading to their victory. 

• The Basuto’s knowledge about the use of guns led to their success over 
the British. 

• The Sotho had experience and skills retained after fighting the Korana 
and the Griqua. 

• Their early victory over the British in 1878 motivated them to fight hence 
achieving success. 

• The long period of peace and security crated by Moshesh made the 
Sotho nation strong thus defeating the British. 

• The strong unity among the Basuto since the time of Moshesh led to 
their success over the British. 

• The high spirit of nationalism among the Basuto led to their victory 
against the British. 

• The British underestimation of the Basuto strength contributed to the 
success of the Basuto. 

• The good leadership provided by the Basuto chiefs like Moroosi and 
Lerothodi led to their victory. 

• The Sotho use of the guerilla war tactics of surprise attacks also led to 
the defeat of the British. 

• The British had fatigue after the Anglo-Zulu war of 1879 thus leading to 
the success of the Basuto. 

• The killing of Moroosi made the Sotho more determined to win the war 
hence success. 

• The determination of the Sotho to defend their independence led to 
their victory against the British. 

• The Basuto had a strong economy as they traded with the Europeans 
which helped them to finance and sustain the war. 

• The British lack of military re-enforcement from the cape which was far 
led to the success of the Basuto. 

• The final withdraw of the British troops and the acceptance of the 



peace treaty in 1881 led to the success of the Basuto. 

THE SWAZI NATION 

• It was also a multi-ethnical society that came into existence during the 
great Mfecane period. 

• The Swazi nation earned its name from one of the greatest king called 
Mswati. 

• The kingdom/nation was founded by Sobhuza who was a chief of 
Ngwane clan of the Northern Ndwandwe tribe. 

• Due to land shortages, there was a war between Ndwandwe under 
Zwide and Ngwane under Sobhuza. The Ngwane were defeated and 
were led by Sobhuza to central parts of Northern Swaziland. 

• The leading people in Swaziland in the 16th Century were Nkosi Dlamin 
clan of the Nguni. They had gained control over the neighboring Nguni 
and Sotho people. 

• Sobhuza the 1st who ruled from 1814-1840 led to the growth of the 
nation. 

• By this time, more clans joined the kingdom.   

• Refugee groups from Zulu regiments found security in the mountains 
and caves of the Swazi land and they promised to be loyal to Sobhuza 
in the exchange for their safety. 

FACTORS FOR THE RISE AND GROWTH OF SWAZI NATION 

• The clash between powerful leaders i.e. Zwide and Sobhuza forced 
Sobhuza to drive his people into Swaziland which grew as a kingdom. 

• Incorporation of smaller conquered groups, tribes and chiefdoms led 
to the rise and growth of the Swazi nation. 

• The existence of few succession disputes among members of the royal 
class also led to the rise and growth of the Swazi nation. 

• The presence of a highly organized and efficient government system 
also led to the rise and growth of the Swazi nation. 

• The presence of able leaders e.g. Sobhuza in 1814-1840 and Mswati 
from 1840-1868 also led to the growth of the Swazi nation. 

• Availability of a strong standing army made up of the young energetic 
men also contributed to rise of the nation. 

• The strategic location and geographical advantage also favoured the 
growth of the state i.e. mountains and caves in the great Usufu valley 



favoured security. 

• Organized division of labour between men and women was very 
important in the state’s economic development hence the rise and 
growth. 

• Constant raids carried out by Swazi people to the weaker neighboring 
societies for cattle and energetic men also led to growth of the nation. 

• Internal and external trade carried out by the Swazi people increased 
the wealth of the state leading to its rise. 

• The ability of Sobhuza 1 to live in peace with more powerful 
neighboring states e.g. Ndwandwe and Zulu avoided serious wars 
which favoured the growth of the nation. 

• Agriculture especially growing crops like maize, millet, sorghum and 
animal rearing provided enough food to the growing population. 

• The outbreak of the great Mfecane period during the second half of 
the 19th Century also led to the rise of the state. 

THE ORGANISATION OF THE SWAZI NATION 
The Swazi nation was organized politically, economically and socially as 
written below. 
Political organization 

• The Swazi kingdom had a centralized system of administration with the 
king on top of the General Administration. 

• The Swazi kings were given a title of Ngwanyama and had absolute 
powers i.e. he could appoint and dismiss the chiefs. 

• The kings were advised and assisted by a small council called Liqoqo 
with the matters of administration. 

• There was a general council called Libandla which consisted of all 
chiefs and important men of Swazi nation and it was to discuss 
important matters of the nation. 

• The kingdom was divided into a number of chiefdoms and each of the 
chiefdom had its own organization. 

• The Swazi kings had their descendants come from Nkozi Dlamini land. 

• The Swazi force was organized into age regiments. 

• The Queen mother had a unique position and was to be consulted in 
all tribal matters. She could influence the king and acted as a reagent 
if the king died. 

• Chiefs were responsible to the king who was taken as the overall 



paramount chief in the matters of administration. 

Economic organization 

• The Swazi people carried out farming and they grew mainly food crops 
i.e. sorghum, millet, wheat etc. 

• They carried out animal rearing and kept animals like cattle, goats etc. 
for economic and traditional values like marriage. 

• They also practiced black smith and made tools for domestic work and 
defensive purpose. 

• The Swazi people carried out hunting and fruit gathering in jungles to 
supplement on their diet. 

• They also involved themselves in profitable trade in Cape colony and 
Delagoa bay. 

• They carried out raids on their weaker neighboring societies for cattle. 

Social organization 

• The Swazi practiced polygamy and their wives never came from Nkozi 
Dlamini clan. 

• The king was the central figure among the Swazi religious affairs i.e. he 
was also a religious leader. 

• The Swazi were divided into clans and each person belonged to a 
certain clan. 

• The king married many wives in order to forge unity in the kingdom. This 
was pronounced during the time of Mswati 1. 

• They carried out cultural ceremonies e.g. initiation to mark the end of 
one stage and the beginning of a new stage in life. 

• They believed in small gods and they often sacrificed to them. 

• The elders in the society were respected so much due their experience 
in daily events and life. 

HOW SOBHUZA 1 MANAGED TO BUILD A STRONG SWAZI NATION 

• Due to Sobhuza’s policies, the new enlarged nation achieved unity 
necessary for the success of a multi-tribal state. 

• He was able to build a strong Swazi nation in the following ways; 

• Sobhuza was able to defeat the weaker neighboring states and joined 
them on the Swazi nation. 



• He treated the opponents of Ngwane sympathetically after their 
defeat and this enabled him to expand the nation. 

• Sobhuza avoided wars with strong neighboring states like Zulu hence 
building a strong nation. 

• He recruited the young conquered men into the army to make it strong 
which helped him in defense and expansion of the kingdom. 

• He employed women spies who were directly answerable to him and 
reported what was taking place all over the kingdom. 

• He used diplomatic skills such as assimilating the conquered people 
into the society hence building his nation. 

• He also enabled the conquered people to adopt the Ngwane culture 
and customs which assisted him hence building a strong nation. 

• He united people of different origin, historical background and culture 
hence building the state. 

• He was also able to build a strong nation by reconciling with the 
enemies to avert further wars. 

• He decentralized powers to various chiefs in the nation. 

• He also used the Nguni and Sotho political practices i.e. by forming a 
loose confederation involving various chiefs. 

CHANGES INTRODUCED BY KING MSWATI 1 

• King Mswati took on the administration of the Swazi kingdom in 1840 
and established himself as the greatest leader Ngwane king. 

• He gave his name to the Ngwane society as the people of Mswati 
(Swazi). 

• During his time in power, the king became the leader of the annual 
ceremonies 

• The royal villages were created in the state and they were under the 
royal wives. 

• The Queen mother became the most important political figure in the 
state next to king during the time of Mswati. 

• The king had responsibility to the national council of elders (Libandla) 
during the times of Mswati 1. 

• Siswati language became the commonest language among the clans 
and Nguni tribe during Mswati’s reign. 

• He extended the Swazi boundary as far as River Limpopo in 1862. 



• Mswati also militarized the kingdom in reaction to his hostile neighbors 
e.g. Zulu and Boers. 

• Mswati borrowed many ideas from the Zulu, Sotho, Pedi and 
Ndwandwe structure of government. 

• He gained control over his neighboring people in 1860 and tried to 
expand his influence over the neighboring societies. 

• The subject assimilated youth were placed into the army. 

• He also carried out constant military wars and raids to the neighboring 
communities. 

 

MISSIONARIES IN SOUTH AFRICA 

• Missionaries were soldiers of Christ who came to spread Christianity. 

• They came to South Africa after the revival of a religious movement in 
England in the 18th Century. 

• Key missionaries who came to South Africa were Dr. John Moffat, John 
Phillip, Van Der Kemp, and Dr. David Livingstone 

• They were sent by different missionary organizations like; 

• The London Missionary Society (LMS) 

• The Church Missionary Society (CMS) 

• The Paris Evangelical Mission (PEM) 

• The Free Church of Scotland (FCS) 

• The British Bible Society (BBS) 

• The Moravian Missionaries (MM) 

• The Dutch Reformed Church (DRC) among others. 

• These religious groups/churches operated in different parts of South 
Africa. 

• The London Missionary Society worked among the Khoikhoi, cape 
colony and Xhosa. 

• The Moravian worked among the Africans like the Khoikhoi. 

• The free church of Scotland operated at the cape and Natal. 

• The Dutch reformed church worked mainly in the Dutch settled areas. 



• The Paris Evangelical Mission (PEM) among the Basuto under King 
Moshesh. 

REASONS FOR THE COMING OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES IN SOUTH AFRICA 

• The reasons for the coming the missionaries were political, economic 
and humanitarian. 

• The missionaries wanted to spread Christianity to the Africans in South 
Africa. 

• The need to civilize Africans i.e. teaching them how to read and write 
forced the missionaries into South Africa. 

• They wanted to improve on the African standards of living. 

• The need to explore and exploit the African resources forced 
missionaries to come in South Africa. 

• The success of earlier travelers e.g. explores attracted the missionaries 
to come into South Africa. 

• The need to pave a way for European imperialism by creating a 
friendly relationship between Africans and Europeans forced them into 
South Africa. 

• They were driven by the need to check on the spread of Islam in South 
Africa. 

• They wanted to complete the work of Dr. David Livingstone who had 
left a big part of the work incomplete. 

• The need to stop slave trade and slavery also attracted the missionaries 
to come to South Africa. 

• Missionaries wanted to pacify Africa through stopping interstate and 
intertribal wars that had dominated South Africa. 

• They came to fight against diseases since Africa had been referred to 
as a “white man’s grave.” 

• They also came to prepare a way for the introduction of legitimate 
trade that was aimed at substituting slave trade. 

• They also came to find employment opportunities as teachers, 
preachers, Doctors etc. 

• They wanted to create market for European industrial goods e.g. mirror, 
guns etc. 

• Some missionaries were invited by African leaders e.g. Moshesh invited 
British missionaries. 



PROBLEMS FACED BY CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES IN SOUTH AFRICA 

• They faced a problem of African tropical diseases such as Malaria, 
sleeping sickness etc. which killed many of them e.g. Dr. Livingstone. 

• They faced a problem of hostile African tribes which affected their 
work. 

• They lacked Geographical knowledge of South Africa thus affecting 
their work. 

• They also faced a problem of poor means of transport which hindered 
their movement. South Africa had no well-constructed roads. 

• They also faced a challenge of poor means of communication in South 
Africa. They thus found it hard to communicate to home countries. 

• They also suffered from disunity among themselves e.g. the Dutch were 
against other Christian missionary groups. 

• They faced a problem of Geographical barriers e.g. Mountains, valleys, 
forests and Rivers. 

• They also faced a challenge of language barrier because they didn’t 
know African languages. 

• Missionaries lacked funds to facilitate their activities in South Africa. 

• They were attacked by wild animals like lions, elephants among others. 

• They also lacked supplies like food and medicine which led them into 
starvation. 

• They suffered from harsh climate i.e. they were not used to African 
climate. 

• They lacked man power since they were few in number. 

• They also faced a problem of accommodation as there were no 
developed structures for settlement. 

• They faced opposition from African traditional religion. 

• Many of the African were illiterate and backward i.e. they didn’t know 
how to read and write. 

ACTIVITIES OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES IN SOUTH AFRICA 
Describe the activities of Christian Missionaries in South Africa during the 19th 
Century. 

• Their activities were political, economic, and social in nature. 

• They preached the gospel/Christianity to Africans. 



• They built a number of Churches, where the gospel was preached and 
Christianity spread. 

• They built mission stations for the run-away slaves like Bethelsdorp near 
Port Elizabeth. This mission station was established by Van Der Kemp 
and it became the political headquarters of the Africans in the fight 
against the Whites. 

• They built technical schools in places like Loredale, Heald Town in the 
cape colony. 

• They built formal schools where Africans were taught how to read and 
write. 

• Taught Africans practical skills in brick laying, shoe making, etc. 

• They build hospitals and health centers that fought diseases among the 
Africans. 

• They built roads so as to improve on transport and communication. 

• They discouraged some African cultures and traditions like polygamy 
and witchcraft. 

• Spread western culture to the Africans and gave them new languages, 
new eating habits. 

• They also called for a fair hearing to African cases / complaints. 

• Some missionaries like Van Des Kemp encouraged hard work/fought 
laziness among the Africans. 

• They established the first printing press in South Africa i.e. Dr. Phillip 
wrote a book “Researchers in South Africa” an attack on white attitude 
towards Africans. 

• They advocated for the removal of the Pass system / laws that limited 
African movements. 

• They demanded for the reduction of the long working hours for slaves. 

• They also influenced the emancipation of slaves in 1834. 

• They exerted pressure on the British government to introduce Black 
circuit Courts in 1811 to fight for the rights of Africans / slaves. 

• They campaigned against African slavery and bondage of Boer 
Masters. 

• They fought against racial segregation / apartheid of Boers in South 
Africa. 

• They called for equality, fraternity, liberty, freedom and humanity of 



nonwhites in South Africa. 

• They even married Africans to promote inter-cultural mixing. 

• They even convinced the British Parliament to nullify or cancel the 
British annexation of the Province of Queen Adelaide. 

• They translated the Bible in different South African languages. 

• They helped in settling disputes between Africans and Boers in South 
Africa. 

• The Dutch Reformed Church preached social segregation and 
superiority of the whites against the Africans. 

• The missionaries acted as agents of colonialism. For example, at times 
they spied on the African governments on behalf of their home 
governments. 

EFFECTS OF MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH AFRICA 
How did these activities affect the peoples of South Africa? 

• Many Africans converted to Christianity. 

• African traditional religion and cultures were undermined and 
considered backward and positive e.g. was decrease in polygamy, 
witchcraft, twin murder, worshiping of idols, etc. 

• As a result, many Africans adopted European cultures through 
education, dressing, religion, etc. 

• Some African chiefs lost their respect as their people put a lot of 
respect on the new religion undermining traditional authority. Some 
refused to fight in the defense of their chiefs. 

• They divided Africans into hostile camps like Christians against non-
Christians, educated against non-educated. 

• Through inter-tribal conflicts, tribalism and sectarianism were created 
by the Christian missionaries. 

• Their activities further led to the formation of independent churches 
that tried to preach an African oriented version of the Gospel. 

• They encouraged hard work among Africans and many able to get 
paid Jobs. 

• In their schools, Africans got trained for white collar Jobs or professions 
i.e. doctors, nurses, teachers, lawyers, interpreters, etc. 

• Africans learnt how to read and write. In other words, they became 
literate. 



• Their schools laid a foundation for the growth of African nationalism i.e. 
they produced the pioneer nationalists e.g. Nelson Mandela, Albert 
Luthuli, Robert Sobukwe, etc. 

• Bantu languages were put into writing and this improved on the 
communication between Africans and whites. 

• Africans learnt foreign languages like French, Dutch, English and Latin. 

• Africans got better health care through the hospitals and this reduced 
on the death rates among the Africans. 

• Their mission stations became homes for run-away slaves. 

• They promoted equality of all races through building racially mixed 
schools e.g. Loredale. 

• They provided Africans with educational values, knowledge, skills and 
positive attitude. 

• Through their technical schools, Africans acquired technical skills such 
as brick lying, carpentry, joinery, construction and building etc. 

• They led to the establishment of the circuit court that gave Africans 
chance to report their harsh Boer masters. 

• Africans enjoyed some of their rights e.g. movement freedom after the 
passing the 50th ordinance, right to good working conditions, etc. 

• Some Africans like the Xhosa regained some of their land that had 
been taken by the Boers. 

• They improved communication and transport by building roads and 
bridges that made life better for the Africans. 

• The activities of missionaries improved on the living standards of the 
people in South Africa. 

• They led to a class of collaborations e.g. Chief Khama of the Tswana 
who helped in the colonization of Botswana. 

• They improved on Agriculture through scientific means i.e. hybrid 
seeds, ox-ploughs, crop rotation, mulching, and use of fertilizers leading 
to increased agricultural output. 

• They won African trust e.g. Dr. Kemp dressed in the Khoikhoi style and 
walked bare footed. 

• They also spoilt the relationship between the Boers and the British 
through favoring the Africans. This led to the outbreak of the Great Trek. 

• Their teachings also made the Boer farmers to experience labour 



shortages on their farms. 

• The conflicts between the Boers and British missionaries led to the 
Slatcher‟s Nek incident or killings. By this incident five Boers who were 
rebelling against the British were hanged by the British. 

• They introduced western architecture of building square houses using 
bricks and iron sheets. 

• Some missionary groups like the Dutch Reformed Church encouraged 
apartheid policy. 

• Their activities laid the foundation for the colonization of South Africa 
leading to loss of independence. It is true to describe them as fore 
runners of colonization. 

• They encouraged the Baralong tribe to declare their independence 
from Moshesh hence undermining African authority. 

• They encouraged inter-cultural marriages with the Africans and this 
promoted equality. 

• Their teachings led to the stopping of slavery in 1834. 

• They are also credited for having established the first printing press at 
the cape which produced reading materials for the Africans. 

• They encouraged legitimate trade between the Africans and whites 
which improved African standards. 

• They participated in the local African politics by acting as suppliers of 
guns or advisers to African chiefs e.g. PEM provided good political 
advice to Moshesh and this helped him to cool down resistances. 

• They translated the Bible from English to local languages easing the 
spread of the gospel. 

• Missionaries mediated in African-Boer conflicts e.g. the Kaffir wars 
creating peace among the Africans and the Boers. 

• Missionary activities led to loss of land e.g. the Dutch Reformed Church 
grabbed African land. 

• In conclusion, the results were political, social, and Economic in nature 
as well as positive and negative. 

THE ROLE OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES IN THE COLONISATION OF SOUTH 
AFRICA 

• The nature of missionary preaching e.g. love your neighbors as you love 
yourself softened the African hearts leading to colonization. 



• Missionaries divided Africans along religious dominions e.g. Catholics, 
protestants thereby undermining their capacity to resist. 

• Missionaries also got involved in treaty signing on behalf of their home 
governments e.g. Bishop Moffat signed a treaty with Lobengula in 1888. 

• Some missionaries were absorbed into colonial administration to solve 
man power shortage. 

• Missionaries put pressure on their home governments to come for 
colonial take over through giving positive reports. 

• They appealed for protection from their home governments which 
leveled the ground for the colonization of South Africa. 

• They gave financial assistance to the colonialists in order to extend 
their authority to different parts of South Africa. 

• Missionaries set up mission stations which acted as colonial government 
quarters in South Africa. 

• They introduced formal education which prepared agents of colonial 
rule during the implementation of their colonial policies. 

• They prepared a way for the colonial economy through the promotion 
of legitimate trade in South Africa. 

• They also contributed a great deal towards the process of winning 
collaborators for European colonization. 

• Missionaries undermined African culture by calling it satanic and 
barbaric thus undermining African patriotism. 

• They constructed roads and other physical structures which were used 
for effective administration of South Africa. 

THE DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH (DRC) 

• It was the earliest church in South Africa. 

• It was formed by the early Dutch settlers in South Africa. 

• In 1806 when the British took over the cape from the Batavian Republic, 
the DRC was the most powerful in South Africa. 

• It drew its members from the Dutch only. 

• It was against non-whites and human rights of Africans. 

• Its teachings were based on the Old Testament especially the story of 
Noah and his three sons (Ham, Japheth and Shem). 

• It stated that the whites were descendants of Japheth and Shem – the 



best sons of Noah and therefore they born saved and superior. 

• It further stated that the non-whites or Africans were descendants of 
Ham who was cursed by his father and therefore they were also born 
cursed and doomed. 

• The preaching stated that the whites were saved while Africans were 
cursed and inferior. 

REASONS WHY THE DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH WAS FORMED 

• The church was formed to promote the white superiority in South Africa. 

• It was formed to promote racial segregation in South Africa. 

• The church was formed to get cheap labour from the Africans through 
enslaving them. 

• It was aimed at preserving the white civilization in South Africa. 

• It was formed to enable the Dutch take over South Africa because 
they believed that it was their promised land. 

• It was also formed to enhance effective exploitation of African 
resources like minerals. 

• It was formed to spread Christianity in South Africa. 

• The need to provide elementary education to the Dutch children led 
to the formation of the church. 

• The need to promote trade with other whites within and outside South 
Africa forced them to form the DRC. 

• There was a need to preserve the Dutch culture hence the formation 
of the DRC. 

• It was formed to promote Boer nationalism i.e. independence feelings. 

• It was formed to support the Dutch in their political, social and 
economic problems of life. 

• It was aimed at encouraging the Dutch to persecute Africans. 

• They wanted to promote the belief that they were the God chosen 
race of God. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH 

• The Dutch Reformed church promoted a view that Africans were 
cursed. 

• The DRC called for separation between the whites and Blacks. 



• The church provided elementary education that included writing, 
reading and arithmetic. 

• The DRC preached that South Africa was their Canaan or Promised 
Land. 

• The church encouraged mistreatment of Africans. 

• The church also preached for preservation of Dutch superiority over 
non-whites. 

• The DRC promoted Boer nationalism and isolation in South Africa. 

• Once every year, members of the DRC made a pilgrimage to a well-
known place. This was for Holy Communion and to renew their faith 
and commitment. 

• After the pilgrimage, Boer co-operation was emphasized. 

• They were encouraged to trade among themselves in South Africa. 

• Western culture was promoted through the work of the DRC while 
African culture was undermined. 

• The DRC carried out the sacrament of baptism to new believers who 
joined the church. 

• They promoted white civilization since they believed that they were 
born blessed and saved. 

• It provided religious foundation to all Dutch settlers in South Africa. 

• The DRC was opened to the non-Dutch in 1857 on condition that they 
would obey Dutch laws. 

• The activities of the DRC were mainly in Graaf Reinet, Orange Free 
State, Transvaal, Swellendam, Bosch etc. 

 

EFFECTS OF THE DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH (DRC) 

ON THE BLACKS/AFRICANS 

• Africans formed independent church movements to oppose the Dutch 
preaching. 

• Africans became more united and began fighting against the Dutch. 

• The DRC undermined the status and pride of Africans. 

• The DRC laid a foundation for racial discrimination in South Africa. 

• The DRC increased Afrikaner nationalism against non-whites. 



• The DRC increased land grabbing activities from the Blacks thus 
displacement of Africans from their land. 

• Africans were denied education and so they remained illiterate. 

• The DRC caused a lot of misery and suffering among the Blacks. 

• The DRC undermined African traditional religion. 

• Africans became inferior in South Africa due to Dutch Reformed 
Church. 

• It led to formation of rebellions by the Africans e.g. Bambata rebellion 
of 1906. 

• African culture and customs were strongly abused by the DRC. 

• Africans lost their lives since they were constantly attacked by the Boers 
on Several occasions. 

• Africans got their own priests to preach according to their culture. 

• Africans received British support and protection from the Boer 
mistreatment. 

• Africans became poor and poorer due to the DRC. 

ON THE WHITES 

• The DRC spread Christianity among the Dutch settlers. 

• The DRC led to the rise of hard-liners e.g. Paul Kruger. 

• The presence of the DRC in South Africa attracted missionaries from 
Britain to out compete it. 

• The Boer culture was preserved and promoted in South Africa. 

• The Boers became more proud and arrogant as they were granted 
encouragement by the DRC. 

• Boers acquired more liberty and freedom that was granted to them by 
their church. 

• The Boers exploited a lot of African resources as they were encouraged 
by the Church. 

• The DRC promoted marriages among the Boers only. 

• The whites became contented that South Africa was their Canaan i.e. 
promised Land. 

• The Dutch Indian Company got financial and administrative support. 



• Social services were acquired by the Boers e.g. medical, education 
services and others. 

• The Boers grabbed African land because they got encouragement 
from the church. 

• The converted Boers received the sacrament of Baptism. 

• The Boer way of life was introduced in South Africa. 

• The whites discriminated themselves from the blacks. 

INDEPENDENT CHURCH MOVEMENTS/ INDEPENDENT AFRICAN CHURCHES 

• These were Churches which broke away from the missionary controlled 
Churches and they were formed and led by Africans. 

• These Churches came up in the 19th and 20th centuries. 

• They were also called separatist or break away or African initiated 
Churches. 

• Membership to these Churches was open to all the Black Africans. 

• There were mainly three types in South Africa i.e. the Ethiopian, Zionist 
and Messianic Churches. 

• The Ethiopian Churches were formed after the Adowa Incident of 1896 
in which Ethiopia defeated the Italians who had tried to colonize them. 

• The Messianic Church taught about the coming of the “Black Jesus” or 
“Messiah” and it was led by Isaiah Shembe - the Zulu Messiah. 

• There was also the Natal Church which was led by Nathaniel Tile. 

• The Zionist Church was led by Inginigsi. This church was made up of 
Puritans and was supported by the Blacks in America. 

• By 1913, there were over 30 different Ethiopian churches in South 
Africa. 

WHY WERE INDEPENDENT CHURCH MOVEMENTS FORMED? 

• They were formed to fight against political discrimination of the 
Africans. 

• They were formed due to conflicts over church leadership between 
African leaders and whites. 

• They were established because the white missionaries were 
segregative in their churches. For example, they did not promote the 
black converts to responsible positions in their churches. 



• The need to defend African culture that was not respected by the 
missionaries led to formation of independent churches. 

• The expectation of a “Black Messiah” made the Africans to form their 
own churches. This expectation was due to a belief that Jesus was not 
sent for the Blacks. 

• The long and complicated process of conversion to Christianity within 
the missionary churches forced the Africans to form their own churches. 
For example, one had to first be baptized before becoming a Christian. 

• Africans wanted to fight for their independence that was being 
threatened by the whites thus forming Independent churches. 

• They wanted to fight against white oppression and mal-administration 
in South Africa. 

• Africans hated racial discrimination in the white churches. 

• The rise of African nationalism also played a role in the rise of 
independent churches. The Africans at this time felt proud and 
confident that they could handle or run their affairs. 

• The Ethiopian defeat of Italians at the battle of Adowa in 1896 
increased Ethiopianism hence independent churches. 

• They were also formed due to the long period of training to priesthood 
which the Africans hated. 

• The work of the black Americas who formed their churches in America 
inspired the South African blacks to also form their own churches. 

• European missionaries set harder conditions for Africans to enter church 
e.g. one had to deposit lump sums money which forced them to form 
their own churches. 

• Influence of Pan-Africanism engineered by Blacks also led to the 
formation of Independent Churches. 

• The need to provide education by Africans to the fellow Africans led to 
Independent churches since whites didn‟t cater for them via 
education. 

• Low wages and salaries given to African priests also led to formation of 
Independent churches. 

• The rise of charismatic African leaders like Isaiah Shembe and 
Nathaniel Tile who provided leadership led to the formation of the 
African Independent churches in South Africa. 

PROBLEMS FACED BY INDEPENDENT CHUCHES 



• The faced a problem of illiteracy among the Africans who could not 
read and write. 

• They lacked enough funds to carry out their activities like setting up 
schools. 

• They faced opposition from the main stream churches of the white 
missionaries. 

• They lacked enough books for the African converts to read. 

• The tribal differences among the Africans divided up the African 
Independent Churches. 

• They faced hostility from the Dutch or Boers who did not like their 
activities. 

• The religious differences among the Africans themselves between the 
Protestants and the Catholics affected the work of the African 
Independent Churches. 

• They also lacked strong leaders especially in their early stages of 
development. 

• The divide and rule policy introduced by the whites in South Africa 
through the Bantustans also divided up their people. 

• The churches were seen as an African aspect, hence making 
everything about them to be taken to be inferior and backward. 

• The economic and social backwardness of the African societies 
affected the activities of the churches. 

• They also lacked support from the political leaders in South Africa. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE INDEPENDENT CHURCHES 

• They built a number of churches in South Africa. 

• They spread Christianity to the Africans which made them join 
churches. 

• The churches ordained many African priests. 

• They criticized and condemned the white man’s exploitation of African 
resources e.g. land, labour etc. 

• They promoted unity among Africans. 

• They prepared Africans to struggle for their independence. 

• They condemned racial segregation of the whites. 



• They promoted African culture and ways of life e.g. dressing, language 
etc. 

• They promoted African leadership in churches i.e. Africans became 
Bishops. 

• They constructed day-schools for the Africans thus teaching them how 
to read and write. 

• They condemned the Apartheid policy that segregated the Blacks in 
South Africa. 

• They preached that Africa belonged to the Africans. 

• They inspired Africans to rise up against the Whites e.g. Anglo-Zulu war, 
Bambatha, Nama-Herero etc. 

• They made Africans aware that the white man is an enemy. 

• They improved the economic set up of Africans. 

• They promoted African culture through their teachings as opposed to 
those of the missionaries. 

 

THE MINERAL DISCOVERY IN SOUTH AFRICA 1867 – 1886 

• The term mineral revolution is used to refer to the discovery and 
exploitation of minerals from 1867-1884 or it refers to the political, social 
and economic changes that came with the discovery of minerals in 
South Africa. 

• The first major discovery was of Diamonds in 1867 at Kimberly between 
River Vaal and River Orange. 

• This was followed by the discovery of Gold at Witwatersrand around 
1886 in Transvaal. 

• Later on other minerals like Coal, Iron, copper, Manganese, Uranium, 
etc. ore were also discovered in South Africa. 

Describe the situation in South Africa before the discovery of minerals. 
What were the main features of the economy of South Africa before the 
discovery of minerals? 
How did the mineral discovery change the general lives of people in South 
Africa? 

• Before the discovery of minerals in South Africa, there were two races 
that is the whites and blacks living in South Africa. 

• The whites included the British at the Cape and Natal and the Boers 
who were in Transvaal and Orange Free State. 



• Comparatively, the Africans were better off than the whites as shown 
below: 

The Africans 

• Economically, before the mineral discovery, the Africans were 
predominantly (majorly) cultivators and they grew crops like maize, 
beans and vegetables for home consumption. 

• They also kept animals like sheep, goats and cattle. 

• They carried out local trade as well as with the Europeans and barter 
trade was the medium of exchange. 

• They raided their neighbors for cattle and food to strengthen their 
economy. 

• Land was owned communally but the chiefs had control over it. 

• They carried out iron smelting and made iron tools like hoes on a small 
scale. 

• Some carried out hunting for their survival. 

• They also carried out fishing from the surrounding rivers like River Tugela, 
River Vaal, Fish River etc. 

• They had some industries but these were mainly agro- based. 

• Politically, the Africans had a centralized system of administration e.g 
the Ndebele, Zulu and the Swazi. Therefore, they were stronger than 
most of the white communities outside the Cape. 

• Militarily, though Africans were armed locally, they were better than 
the Boers. 

• Socially, the African communities were more united behind their 
leaders compared to the Boers who were divided along religious and 
family lines. 

• Africans lived with stable families and marriages. Men lived with their 
wives and children. 

• Africans had an independent culture, own code of dressing, language 
and other ways of life. 

• The level of education was low for both Boers and Africans. 

• There was limited inter marriages because either parties avoided 
contact with one another. 

The Whites 



• The Boers were much poorer in the interior before the discovery of 
minerals. 

• The Boers depended on primitive pastoralism and kept animals like 
cattle, goats and sheep for domestic use. 

• The Boers owned land on an individual basis. 

• The Boers controlled Transvaal and Orange Free State and they 
normally suffered from African opposition. 

• Although they traded with the Africans, no major profits were got 
because of their racist attitude towards the Africans. 

• The whites or Europeans had low levels of technology i.e. no machines 
and scientific methods of farming. 

• There was poor transport and communication network between Natal 
and the Cape and between Transvaal and Natal i.e. the Boers used 
wagons or chariots as the major means of transport before the mineral 
discovery. 

• However, the discovery of minerals changed the political, social and 
economic situation in South Africa. 

THE SITUATION /CONDITIONS AFTER THE DISCOVERY OF MINERALS 

• The discovery of Diamond in 1867 stimulated the discovery of other 
minerals e.g. Uranium, Tin and Manganese especially in Natal. 

• Agriculture was transformed from being subsistence to commercial. 
Even Pastoral farming became commercialized. 

• The economic control of South Africa shifted from the hands of Africans 
to those of the Europeans. 

• Africans began to offer their labour services to the Whites i.e. they 
became migrant labors. 

• There was improved transport and communication through the 
construction of the new roads, railway lines, bridges, telegraph lines 
etc. 

• In 1887, the Transvaal-Delagoa railway line was constructed. 

• In 1891, the Natal railway line was constructed and in 1892, the 
Delagoa-Pretoria line that went up to the cape was completed. 

• Steamer ship companies were introduced in South Africa. 

• Banks were established e.g. the Standard Bank plus the Orient Banking 
co-operation. 



• Insurance companies were introduced to avoid loss of property and 
life unnecessarily. 

• The discovery caused rapid urbanization since many towns 
mushroomed e.g. Pretoria, Durban, and Johannesburg. 

• There was population growth due to the rise of a mining class of 
Uitlanders from Argentina, New Zealand and Canada. 

• Africans began looking for highly paid jobs hence emergence of a 
cash economy. 

• There was emergence of wealth individuals e.g. Cecil Rhodes and 
Burnett who used the mineral wealth. 

• Trading companies were established to carry out the mining business 
e.g. the Beers consolidated company and the British South African 
Company (BSACO). 

• The discovery of minerals led to industrialization through the 
establishment of mineral processing, wine processing and many other 
factories. 

• It led to rural urban migration as people left villages to mining centers. 

• The health sector equally improved with the construction of hospitals, 
clinics and dispensaries around the mining centers. 

• Africans were confined to slummy areas near mining areas e.g. 
Soweto. 

• African states collapsed after disorganizing the political institutions e.g. 
Zulu state. 

• African families broke down as men left their wives behind and went to 
mining centers as migrant workers. 

IMPACT/EFFORTS/RESULTS OF THE MINERAL DISCOVERY ON THE PEOPLE OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 

ON AFRICANS 

• The discovery of minerals brought many effects on the Africans which 
were positive and negative, political, social and economic. 

• Africans got jobs in the mines, industries and agriculture that sprung up 
around the mining areas which improved the standards of living. 

• African nationalism increased as Africans in the mines came together 
to fight for their freedom. 

• It led to the formation of political parties to fight for African rights in the 



mines e.g. the South African Native Congress formed in 1912 which 
became the African National Congress (ANC). 

• African agriculture was boosted as they got market to sell their 
agricultural products. 

• Africans got guns using the money they got from the mineral wealth 
although they were of poor quality. 

• There was rural-urban migration as Africans looked for jobs in towns 
around the mining areas like Kimberley, Pretoria and Durban. 

• Africans became migrant workers as they left their families to go and 
work on contract in towns and mines. 

• African families broke up as men over stayed away from their families 
working in the mines as migrant workers. 

• Africans lost land where minerals were discovered and they were 
displaced into reserves and dirty towns like Soweto. 

• Africans suffered the poor conditions in slums like congestion and 
diseases. 

• Africans suffered from the high costs of living in towns and they 
became criminals in the slums. 

• Africans were discriminated by the whites in employment as they were 
only left to offer unskilled labour. 

• Africans were relegated to second class citizens as the whites emerged 
superior in South Africa. 

• It laid ground for the rise of apartheid in South Africa in 1910 when the 
whites joined hands to discriminate against Africans in all spheres. 

• African agriculture declined as many of them moved to towns to look 
for better jobs in mines. 

• Africans suffered from famine due to neglect of agriculture with people 
moving to towns for better jobs. 

• Some Africans working in the mines lost their lives in mining accidents 
leading to depopulation. 

• Africans who moved to towns and mining areas lost their cultures and 
adopted western cultures like dressing. 

• Some Africans adopted bad European acts like prostitution, smoking, 
drinking and gambling. 

• African rulers lost their political powers as their subjects were instead 



respecting the whites who had authority. 

• Some African states like Basuto and Swaziland were annexed by the 
whites leading to loss of independence. 

• Africans lost support of the British who abandoned them in favor of the 
Boers. 

• African societies attempted to resist white take over but were 
defeated hence decline of their military power. 

• African conflicts with whites increased leading to wars like the war of 
guns in 1880. 

EFFECTS/RESULTS/IMPACT ON THE WHITES 

• The discovery increased Boer nationalism and they became more 
proud and arrogant 

• It forced the Boers to unite against the British in order to protect their 
mineral wealth 

• It led to the rise Powerful Boer leaders like Paul Kruger and Thomas 
Burghers who came up to guard the mineral wealth and Boer territory. 

• The Boers became richer and wealthy than before the discovery of the 
minerals and their standards of living increased. 

• The Boers started getting international recognition due to control of the 
mineral wealth. 

• The Boers were put into an industrial revolution as many manufacturing 
and agro-processing industries were set up in the mining areas. 

• Boer states emerged from being Poor to being wealthy due to mineral 
discovery. 

• The Boers of Transvaal began taxing heavily the rich gold mining 
companies like the Beers consolidated company to raise revenue. 

• It led to specialization among Boer republics with Natal taking on 
agriculture yet Orange Free State and Transvaal were for mining and 
industry. 

• The Boers got employment opportunities in mines and industries. 

• The Boers became politically strong since they bought better guns that 
strengthened their military power. 

• The Boers began attacking neighboring African societies as well as the 
British whom they fought in Anglo-Boer war 1 of 1880-81 and Jameson 
raid of 1895. 



• The Boer communication network improved with many telephone lines, 
telegrams among others. 

• The Boers took on commercial agriculture which improved their 
economic status further. 

• The transport network in the Boer republics was improved with roads, 
bridges and railway lines built like Transvaal railway of 1891. 

• The whites became controllers of South African economy replacing the 
Africans. 

• Foreign exchange earnings of the Boers increased due to increased 
exports of diamond and gold. 

• Social infrastructures were improved in the Boer republics like schools. 

• Banks also came up like Orient and standard chartered bank in South 
Africa. 

• Bad practices like theft, prostitution and alcoholism increased in the 
Boer republics. 

• The Boer farms experienced shortage of labour as Africans ran to work 
in the mines where they anticipated fatty jobs. 

• It led to temporal loss of independence by the Boers to the British who 
annexed Transvaal in 1877. 

• It increased British interest in the interior and they started to defend the 
interest of the Uitlanders. 

• The British invested a lot of capital in South Africa like Cecil Rhodes who 
set up the British South African company to carry out mining. 

• Towns sprung up in the Boer republics such as Kimberly and 
Vereeniging. 

• International trade was promoted between the Boer republics of 
Transvaal and Orange Free State with the outside world. 

• Land became expensive in the Boer republics around the mines since it 
was highly demanded for agriculture and industry. 

• The Boers rejected the British federation plan as they did not want to 
share their mineral wealth with the British. 

POLITICAL EFFECTS OF THE MINERAL DISCOVERY IN SOUTH AFRICA 

• It changed the balance of power in South Africa for example, among 
the British, the Boers and the Africans i.e. the whites became politically 
and militarily stronger than the Africans. 



• It led to the colonization of the African states like Swaziland, Botswana, 
Lesotho and Griqualand West by the British. 

• The African rights were restricted. For example, the Africans lost their 
voting rights. 

• It increased African nationalism as the Africans in the mines came 
together to fight for their freedom and independence. This led to the 
formation of political parties like the South African Native Congress in 
1912 that later became the African National Congress (ANC). 

• The African rulers became powerless because they lost their political 
powers i.e. Africans stopped respecting their local leaders since they 
had no authority. 

• The military power of the Africans was completely destroyed. It is true 
that Africans acquired guns but they were of poor quality as 
compared to those of the Whites. 

• It increased conflicts between the Africans and whites, thus leading to 
wars like the Bambata rebellion of 1906. 

• The Africans were no longer depending on the British for protection as it 
was before i.e. the British stopped protecting the Africans against the 
Boer mistreatment. 

• The enmity between the African and the whites worsened as the whites 
became richer than the Africans. 

• The discovery gave the whites political and military advantage over 
the Africans i.e. they became stronger than the Africans. 

• It increased the enmity between the Boers and the British since each of 
them wanted to control the mineralized areas in South Africa. 

• The Boers started getting international recognition from major powers 
like Germany. This was because the minerals had been discovered in 
the Boer areas like Transvaal. 

• It increased Boer nationalism and the desire to defend their 
independence especially from the British. 

• It led to the rise of a new generation of Boer leaders like President Paul 
Kruger of Transvaal and President Thomas Burghers of Orange Free 
State to promote the Boer interests. 

• It increased the British desire to spread her imperialism in the 
mineralized areas. 

• The British policy of following and surrounding of the Boer controlled 
territories increased after the discovery of minerals. 



• It increased the British desire for a political federation or union of South 
Africa championed by men like Lord Carnarvon, Cecil Rhodes among 
others. 

• The discovery led to the downfall of President Pretorius of Orange Free 
State who was succeeded by President Thomas Burghers whom the 
Boers thought could withstand pressure from the British. 

• The discovery of minerals resulted into the British annexation of the Boer 
Republics like Transvaal in 1877 thinking that all areas in South Africa 
had minerals. 

• They led a delegation or team to London to demand for freedom and 
independence. However, the British rejected their demand and 
therefore the Boers returned home empty handed. 

• The discovery forced Boers to adopt a military solution against the 
British in 1880 -1881 and this resulted into the First Anglo-Boer war. 

• This war ended with the signing of the Pretoria Convention or treaty of 
1881. 

• The discovery of Gold discovery at Witwatersrand in 1884 in Transvaal 
attracted more foreigners into Transvaal who came to be branded by 
the Boers as Uitlanders. 

• It resulted into the unsuccessful Jameson raid in 1895 organized by Dr. 
Jameson and Cecil Rhodes which worsened the hatred between the 
two white parties. 

• The discovery of minerals also led to the Second Anglo-Boer War of 
1899-1902 in which the Boers were defeated by the British. 

• The Second Anglo-Boer War ended with the signing of a treaty 
between the Boers and British in the city of Vereeniging on 31st 
May1902 narrowed the gap between the two white races. 

• On 31st May, 1910, the South African Union was formed which ended 
the mineral competition between the two white communities. 

ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF THE MINERAL DISCOVERY IN SOUTH AFRICA 

• The Boers became richer and wealthier than before the discovery of 
minerals. 

• The Boers enjoyed improved standards of living after the discovery of 
minerals. 

• The capital investment of the Boers also increased because of the 
increased wealth from the minerals. 

• Commercial Agriculture was developed, hence improving on the 



economic status of the Boers further. 

• It led to the development of transport networks in the Boer Republics 
like roads, bridges and railway lines. For example, there was the 
Delagoa-Transvaal Railway of 1887 as well as the Natal -Transvaal 
Railway of 1891. 

• The Boer communication network also improved as many telephone 
lines and telegrams were built. 

• New ports were built like Port Elizabeth and many steamer ships were 
established on Rivers which facilitated improved the transport network. 

• The social infrastructures also improved. For example, schools and 
hospitals were set up using the money from the minerals. 

• Banking facilities were also set up in South Africa after the discovery of 
minerals for example the Orient and Standard Banks. 

• It emanated into the growth of towns like Pretoria, Johannesburg and 
Vereeniging in South Africa. 

• It led to the development of international trade between the whites in 
South Africa and outside countries which increased foreign exchange 
earnings for the Boers. 

• There was shortage of labour on the Boer farms as the Africans ran to 
work in the mines. 

• The Boers got better employment opportunities in the mines and 
industries. 

• The Boers were forced to unite with the British so as to protect their 
mineral wealth from the Africans. 

• It led to the establishment of many industries in the Boer republics like 
Transvaal to process the minerals thus putting an industrial revolution in 
South Africa. 

• The Anglo – Boer wars led to the destruction of property like farms, homes and 
businesses. 

• It led to the coming of the British investors to South Africa like Cecil 
Rhodes who acquired a lot of wealth from the minerals. 

• The British got skilled jobs in the mines and industries, hence improving 
their standards of living. 

• The Africans became poor after losing control of their economy and 
mineral resources to the whites 

• The Africans also got jobs in the mines and industries, hence improving 



on their standards of living. 

• The Boers lost land for example near Griqualand to the British. 

SOCIAL EFFECTS OF THE MINERAL DISCOVERY IN SOUTH AFRICA 

• There was population pressure around the mining centers which led to 
land conflicts. 

• The British abandoned their policy of supporting the Africans in favor of 
the Boers who were considered more powerful and better friends than 
the Africans. 

• Some Boers lost lives in the mine accidents and the Anglo-Boer wars. 

• Bad practices like theft, prostitution among others increased in the Boer 
republics among the poor Boers. 

• The Africans started working for money and therefore mineral discovery 
introduced a cash economy in South Africa hence improving the 
standards of living. 

• The Africans who got jobs in the mines were able to send their children 
to schools. This led to the emergence of a new class of African elites 
like Mandela, Albert Luthuli and Walter Sisulu among others who 
struggled for African freedom in South Africa. 

• The local markets benefited some Africans to a small scale. For 
example, they got where to sell their agricultural produce which 
promoted Agriculture. 

• It led to rural-urban migration as many people especially Africans 
moved to towns to look for jobs. 

• It led to the development of a migrant labour system in South Africa. 

• It led to the breaking up of African families as the men overstayed 
away from their families while working in the mines. 

• It led to displacement of the Africans who were forced to live in 
reserves. 

• It led to the development of dirty towns especially slums that 
surrounded the mines like Soweto. These were characterized by lack of 
good social facilities, congestion and poor living conditions. 

• The Africans also suffered from various European diseases like cancer, 
thus causing a lot of misery and suffering to them. 

• The crime rate in the shanty towns like Soweto was also high due to the 
high cost of living in such towns especially among the Africans. 



• The Africans were discriminated by the whites in employment. For 
example, they were stopped from skilled work and were only supposed 
to offer unskilled, overworked and were paid low wages. 

• There was enslavement and forced labour on the Africans and 
therefore, they were mistreated by the whites in the mines and 
industries. 

• The white superiority over the Africans was confirmed. The Africans thus 
became second class citizens in South Africa and laid a foundation for 
the Apartheid policy in South Africa. 

• Agriculture declined among the Africans societies as they rushed for 
better jobs in the mines, thus leading to famine. 

• There was loss of cultures and traditional practices as many Africans 
adopted the European cultures especially those who went to the 
towns to look for jobs. 

• Marriage among the Africans came to be postponed as people 
looked for money. 

• Marriage also tended to be monogamous due to the high cost of living 
in the towns. 

• The tribal differences among the Africans also disappeared for those 
who moved to towns since they came to live and work together. 

• The African women in the towns acquired a high status as they got 
chance to interact with the rich white men. 

HOW THE DISCOVERY OF MINERALS AFFECTED THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 
BOERS AND THE BRITISH 

• It increased the hatred and tension between the Boers for the British i.e. 
the Boers and British became enemies hence their relationship was 
hostile. 

• The British at the Cape became jealous. They did not want to share the 
economic wealth brought about by the minerals. 

• The British annexed the Diamond fields at Griqualand West where the 
minerals and been discovered which increased the enmity between 
the Boers and the British. 

• The Boers were compensated 90,000 pounds for the loss of their land 
where the minerals had been discovered. 

• However, the Boer Republics felt that they had been cheated by the 
British and their relationship with the British worsened. 

• The British proposed the idea of federation (unity) of the Whites in South 



Africa which the Boers refused. This was because they feared that it 
was a trap to force them into British control. 

• The increasing population of Uitlanders mainly coming from the Britain 
threatened the Boer control of the mining areas and their republics. 

• They were fighting for voting rights, representation in administration and 
not paying taxes. 

• The British also surrounded the Boer Republics by acquiring Botswana, 
Malawi and Zimbabwe. 

• In 1877, the British annexed Transvaal Republic because they wanted 
to set free the Uitlanders who were mistreated by the Boers. This 
worsened the relationship between the Boers and the British. 

• Due to the mineral discovery, the Boers and British fought each other in 
first Anglo – Boer War of 1880 – 1881, the Jameson Raid of 1895 and the second 
Anglo – Boer War of 1899 - 1902. 

 

THE ANGLO-BOER WARS IN SOUTH AFRICA 

THE FIRST ANGLO-BOER WAR 1880-1881 (THE TRANSVAAL WAR OF 
INDEPENDENCE) 

• This was a war between the British and the Transvaal Boers which took 
place between 1880 and 1881. 

• The war was referred to as the White man’s war because it involved 
only the Whites. 

• Others call it the Transvaal war of independence. 

• The immediate cause was the taxation incident in which the Boer 
farmer failed to pay tax and his property was confiscated by the British 
in Natal. 

• The Boers attacked the British and got back the property which 
annoyed the British and in December 1880 war broke out. 

CAUSES OF THE 1ST ANGLO-BOER WAR OF 1880-1881 

• The causes were both long term and short term, political, social and 
economic as written below; 

• The British annexation of the Boer Republic of Transvaal in 1877 
annoyed the Boers since they lost their independence hence the war. 

• The 1877 Pedi attack on Transvaal weakened the Boers and this gave 
the British chance to occupy Transvaal in 1877 which greatly annoyed 



the Boers leading to a war. 

• The British desire to protect their citizens (Cape bankers) who had lent 
their money to Transvaal Boers caused the first Anglo-Boer war. 

• The British attempt to unite the white Republics in South Africa into a 
federation (union) by force annoyed the Boers hence leading to the 
1st Anglo Boer war. 

• The desire to prevent any Zulu attack on the Transvaal Boers caused 
the war since the British were forced to occupy Transvaal which 
annoyed the Boers. 

• The Anglo – Zulu war of January 1899 at Isandlwana encouraged the Boers to fight 
the British because they thought that the British had been weakened by the Zulu. 

• Over taxation caused the war: The Boers were being over taxed by the 
British and on the other hand, Paul Kruger during his time, he had also 
over taxed the Uitlanders hence the 1st Anglo Boer war. 

• The rise of the Boer nationalism (desire for independence) caused the 
1st Anglo Boer war since the Boers were determined to defend their 
independence at all costs. 

• The long-term hatred and hostility (enmity) between the Boers and the 
British caused the 1st Anglo Boer war. 

• The economic prosperity of Transvaal which had started carrying out 
small scale industrialization invited the British which caused the war. 

• The British policy of following up the Boers left them with no alternative 
but to fight hence the first Anglo-Boer war. 

• The rise of the British imperialism (desire to control the whole of South 
Africa) promoted by men like Cecil Rhode caused the war because 
the Boers were against it. 

• The failure of Gladstone (influence British prime minister) to give the 
Boers of Transvaal independence yet he had promised them freedom 
during the campaigns annoyed them hence causing the 1st Anglo 
Boer war. 

• The rise of uncompromising leaders like Joubert and Paul Kruger on the 
side of the Boers and Carnarvon plus Cecil Rhodes on British side. 

• These men encouraged their sides to fight each other hence causing 
the 1st Anglo Boer war. 

• The discovery of minerals in South Africa caused the war because both 
the Boers and the British wanted to control the mineral wealth 
especially in Kimberly and Witwatersrand. 



• The re-establishment of Transvaal Republic by the Boers on 5th 
December 1880 with Paul Kruger as the president and Joubert as the 
commander in chief annoyed the British hence increasing the war 
fever. 

• The mistreatment of the Uitlanders by Paul Kruger further annoyed the 
British hence the 1st Anglo Boer war. 

• It was also caused by personal misunderstandings between Cecil 
Rhodes and Paul Kruger who failed to compromise with each other. 

• The immediate cause was the taxation incident in which the Boer 
farmer failed to pay tax and his property was confiscated by the British 
in Natal. 

• The Boers attacked the British and got back the property which 
annoyed the British and in December 1880 war broke out. 

EFFECTS OF THE 1st ANGLO-BOER WAR 

• The British were defeated by the Boers at Lang‟s neck and finally 
Majuba hills in February 1881. 

• There was heavy loss of life especially on the side of the British who lost 
over 200 soldiers. 

• The war led to the destruction of property especially farms, residences 
etc. 

• It disrupted trade in the region. After the war, the Boers were to stop 
discriminating against the British goods in Transvaal. 

• It promoted Boer unity since the Boers of Orange Free State promised 
to help the Transvaal Boers in future. 

• The rights of Uitlanders were to be protected by the Boers in Transvaal 
after the war. 

• It increased the Boer nationalism as the Boers looked for more wins 
after their success over the British. 

• It increased the enmity between the British and the Boers. 

• It inspired the outbreak of more Anglo-Boer wars like the Jameson Rand 
of 1895 and the 2nd Anglo-Boer war of 1889-1902. 

• It led to the signing of the Pretoria convention or Treaty of 1881 

• It led to restoration of Transvaal’s independence under Paul Kruger. 

• The war postponed the federation plans attempted move to form a 
white union in South Africa. 



THE PRETORIA CONVENTION OF 1881 

• This was the understanding or treaty that ended the 1st Anglo Boer war 
of 1880-1881. 

• It was in August 1881. 

• It was between the two warring factors (groups) i.e. The British and the 
Boers. 

• The new British government of Prime Minister Gladstone was tired of the 
war and therefore he pressed for a peaceful resolution. 

• The treaty was to try to calm the Transvaal Boers so that they could 
support the British Federation plans. 

• Paul Kruger and Joubert signed and accepted the peace terms on 
behalf of the Boers. 

• The treaty was signed in the capital of Transvaal Pretoria, North of the 
bigger town of Johannesburg. 

TERMS OF THE PRETORIA CONVENTION 
Describe the terms of the Pretoria convention of 1881. 

• The Treaty had the following terms as written below; 

• Transvaal was to lose her independence to the British. 

• Transvaal was granted complete self-governance or independence in 
all the internal matters. 

• The Transvaal Boers had to accept the British Flag and authority of their 
Majesty the Queen of England. 

• The foreign affairs of Transvaal were to remain under the British control. 

• The Boers’ internal affairs were to be supervised by a British officer 
based at Pretoria. 

• Equal civil rights were extended to all people i.e. the rights of the 
Uitlanders were to be protected. 

• Slavery was to be prohibited/ stopped. The Boers were to stop 
discriminating against the British goods. 

• There would be free right of entry to the British subjects in Transvaal. 

• Though Transvaal was given independence, she was to remain 
answerable to the cape colony. 

• Big companies that were to invest in Transvaal had to seek permission 
from the cape colony. 



• Trade restrictions between the Boers and the British were to be 
removed and goods to move freely. 

 

WHY THE PRETORIA CONVENTION WAS CALLED IN 1881. 
Why was the Pretoria convention called in 1881? 

• The Pretoria convention was held at Pretoria in 1881. 

• It was held after the Boer victory at Majuba in the 1st Anglo-Boer war. 

• It was attended by Paul Kruger and Joubert of the Boers. 

• The British were represented by Lord Evelyn Wood the one who 
replaced Colley. 

• It was called to provide a long lasting solution to the Anglo-Boer 
conflicts. 

• It was aimed at creating unity among the two white communities. 

• It was called to create economic co-operation in terms of trade and 
commerce. 

• It was called to discuss the question of the rights of the Africans. 

• It was aimed at determining the destiny of Uitlanders. 

• The Pretoria convention was called to discuss the use of mineral 
resources among the whites. 

• It was also called to settle the racial question among the whites. 

• The British pushed it to contain Boer nationalism which was on the 
increase. 

• It was called I order to determine the political destiny of Transvaal. 

• It was aimed at solving boundary problems between Transvaal and her 
neighbors. 

• The British called it to persuade the Boers to accept a Federation 
initiated by Gladstone the prime minister. 

RESULTS OF THE PRETORIA CONVENTION OF 1881 

• The convention reduced the enmity between the Boers and the British 
by granting self-governance in the internal affairs to Transvaal Boers. 

• The Boers were dissatisfied with their new colonial status they became 
a colony of the British. 

• The Boers lost their independence to the British. 



• It led to the rise of Afrikaner (Boer) nationalism and increased their 
desire for independence. 

• The Boers of Transvaal united as a result of Pretoria Convention. 

• It gave rise to Paul Kruger and Joubert who were supported by the 
Boers of Transvaal so as to bring about independence from the British. 

• It created unity between the Boers of Orange Free State and the Boers 
Transvaal to defend the Boer values and cultures that were threatened 
by the British. 

• Even the Boers at the Cape developed sympathy between their 
linesmen /colleagues beyond River Vaal. 

• The Boers continued opposing the federation scheme of the white 
races. 

• The mistreatment of Uitlanders by the Boers resumed in South Africa. 

• It left both parties angry and not satisfied since no one was a clear 
beneficially. 

• It laid a foundation for more Anglo-Boer was/conflicts e.g. the Jameson 
raid of 1895 and the 2nd Anglo-Boer war of 1899-1902. 

• The terms of the convection made the Boers more suborned and 
determined to resist the British Federation Union plans. 

• It led to a new London treaty of 1887 on which the Boers and the British 
agreed to the following; 

• The queen was no longer the Suzerain (ruler) of Transvaal. 

• The British were to drop their normal control (indirect control) over the 
local affairs of Transvaal. 

• The two Boer republics of Stella land and Goshen were to remain out of 
Transvaal. 

• The trade between the two parties (British and the Boers) was 
liberalized (made free) 

• The treaty made the Boers to continue interfering in the Zulu politics. 

• The Boer soldiers under Lukas Mayer Intervened and over threw Dinizulu 
replacing him with his exiled father Ceteswayo. 

• The Zulu lost almost half of their land to the Boers since the British never 
intervened in the local affairs of the Boers. 

• It led to the rise of Cecil Rhodes who was determined to silence the 
Transvaal Boers. 



• Both the whites and the Africans lost property in the conflicts that 
developed between the Boers and the British after the Pretoria 
convention. 

• The treaty encouraged the Boers to associate more with the Germans 
and the Portuguese in order to counter balance idea which the British 
threats. 

• It weakened the Zulu further hence confirming their loss of 
independence. 

THE JAMESON RAID OF 1895 

• It was a conflict between the Boers under Paul Kruger and the British 
under Cecil Rhodes. 

• It was mainly because of the misunderstandings between the Transvaal 
Boers and the Uitlanders. 

• The Uitlanders were mainly British citizen (foreigners) who were in 
Transvaal as business men and workers. 

• The increased number of the Uitlanders who made up three quarters of 
Transvaal population worried the Boers. 

• The leaders of the raid on the side of the British were Lt. Cecil Rhodes 
and Dr. Jameson. 

• Paul Kruger, the Transvaal president led to the Boers against the British. 

• The chief planner of the raid was Cecil Rhodes, the Prime Minister of 
the Cape Colony. 

• The raid aimed at over throwing the government of Transvaal under 
Paul Kruger. 

CAUSES OF THE JAMESON RAID OF 1895 

• The defeat of the British by the Boers in the First Anglo-Boer war at 
Majuba Hills in 1881 annoyed them thus desired to revenge on the 
Boers. 

• The misunderstandings between Paul Kruger and Cecil Rhodes over the 
question of Uitlanders caused the raid. 

• The increasing number of the Uitlanders in Transvaal worried the Boers 
i.e. by 1895, three quarters of the population were Uitlanders. 

• The mistreatment of the Uitlanders by Paul Kruger caused the raid e.g. 
denied the Uitlanders voting rights. 

• The denial of Uitlanders the right to speak English in public places which 



was their mother language caused the raid. 

• The Uitlanders were angered by the system of awarding fat contracts 
only to the Dutch companies. 

• The denial of Uitlanders citizenship also caused the raid i.e. for any 
Uitlander to become a citizen, he had to first stay in Transvaal for over 
ten years. 

• The forcing of Uitlanders‟ children to study in Boer-dominated schools 
also caused the raid. 

• The Utilanders‟ appeal request for help from Cecil Rhodes and 
Jameson in their struggle for their political and civil rights caused the 
raid. 

• The need by the Boers to safe guard their economic independence 
from the British caused the raid. 

• The economic rivalry and enmity between two groups caused the war 
e.g. Paul Kruger over taxed the Uitlanders‟ goods which created 
enmity. 

• The discrimination of British goods by Kruger in Transvaal also caused 
the raid. 

• The long-term enmity between the Boers and the British in South Africa 
since the days of the Great Trek caused the Jameson Raid of 1895. 

• The scramble for minerals like gold and diamond in South Africa 
between the Boers and the British caused the raid. 

• The rise of Boer nationalism promoted by strong Boer nationalists like 
Paul Kruger caused the raid. 

• The smuggling of arms into Transvaal by Cecil Rhodes scared the Boers 
leading to the raid. 

• The rise of British imperialism promoted by Cecil Rhodes i.e. the desire to 
control the whole of South Africa including Transvaal by the British 
caused the raid. 

• The uitlanders opposed the corrupt and inefficient government of Paul 
Kruger there by increasing the conflict. 

• The role of the press e.g. Flora Show the Editor of the “London Times” 
newspaper in Britain encouraged the British government to fight the 
Boers hence the Jameson raid. 

• Cecil Rhodes ‘determination to bring Transvaal under the British control 
by force caused the raid. 



• The formation of the British South African Company (BSACO) in 1890 by 
Cecil Rhodes worried the Boers in Transvaal which led to the conflict. 

• The British desire to unite the white republics caused the raid because 
Paul Kruger had refused the idea e.g., he had refused the idea of a 
customs union with the Cape Colony. 

• The Pretoria convention of 1881 caused the raid because Paul Kruger 
failed to respect its terms like not to mistreat the Uitlanders. 

• The refusal by the British to co-operate with the Boers over the railway 
system increased the conflicts between the two. 

• Paul Kruger’s act of changing railway routes from the Cape and 
Durban to Maputo (Mozambique) annoyed Cecil Rhodes hence the 
raid. 

• The role played by Joseph Chamberlain, the British colonial secretary 
and Robinson Hercules, the British ambassador in South Africa. The two 
men exaggerated Transvaal threats to British interests in South Africa 
hence encouraging Cecil Rhodes to organize the raid in 1895. 

EFFECTS OF THE JAMESON RAID OF 1895 

• The British were defeated by the Boers and they surrendered at 
Dornkap, hence the raid was a failure. 

• Cecil Rhodes was force to resign as the prime minister of the Cape 
Colony. 

• Sir Robinson Hercules was also recalled as the British High Commissioner 
or Governor at the Cape and replaced with Alfred Milner. 

• Dr. John Jameson was captured alive leading to the Boer hatred 
towards the British in South Africa. 

• The victorious Paul Kruger became more popular and he was re-
elected as president of Transvaal in 1898. 

• It increased Boer nationalism and determination to preserve their 
Independence. 

• Their victory gave them a belief that they would defeat the British at all 
times. 

• It increased the mistreatment of the Uitlanders in Transvaal by Paul 
Kruger. 

• It was a humiliation / shame to the British worldwide since they had 
been defeated by a small state (Transvaal). 

• It led to a close understanding co-operation between Orange Free 



State and Transvaal since they now had a common enemy (Britain). 

• It destroyed the possibility of any federation or union between the two 
white communities in South Africa. 

• It also led to the international isolation and condemnation of the British 
which affected international relations e.g. Kaiser (King), William II of 
German sent Paul Kruger upon his victory over the British. 

• The raid worsened the Anglo-German relationship i.e. Kaiser  William II 
of Germany sent a congratulatory message to Paul Kruger upon his 
victory over the British. 

• Kaiser William II of Germany encouraged the Transvaal Boers to import 
guns especially from German to defend their territory any future 
attacks. 

• The failure of the raid encouraged the Shona and the Ndebele people 
of central Africa raise up against the British form 1896 – 1898. 

• It increased the enmity between the British and the Boers. 

• It led to the 2nd Anglo-Boer war of 1899 and 1902 as the British wanted 
to revenge against their defeat by the Boers in the Jameson raid of 
1895. 

REASONS WHY THE JAMESON RAID OF 1895 FAILED 

• The refusal of Uitlanders in Transvaal to co-operate as they planned 
made the raid to fail. 

• There was lack of proper co-ordination between the Uitlanders in 
Transvaal and Cecil Rhodes leading to the failure of the raid. 

• There was poor planning and organization of the raid by Cecil Rhodes 
which led to its failure. 

• Cecil Rhodes failed to convince the Uitlanders in Transvaal to rebel 
against the Boers which made the raid to fail. 

• It failed because the British government did not fully support the project 
/ raid. 

• The Uitlanders wanted to protect their businesses wealth yet Cecil 
Rhodes wanted to annex the Transvaal Republic. 

• The lack of man power by the British e.g. Jameson entered Transvaal 
with a small army of about 500 soldiers which could not defeat the 
Boers. 

• It failed because Paul Kruger had built a strong army from mineral 
wealth which was capable of defeating the British. 



• The popularity of Paul Kruger in Transvaal made the raids to fail 
because it helped him to mobilize many Boers to go and fight. 

• The economic strength of Transvaal led to the failure of the raid i.e. the 
state was able to finance any major war against the Boers. 

• The failures of Cecil Rhodes to smuggle fire arms /guns to the Uitlanders 
in Transvaal as planned led to the failure of the raid. 

• The stronger Boer nationalism and unity built by Paul Kruger led to the 
failure of the raid. 

• The breakdown in communication made the raid to fail. This was 
because the Boers cut off telephone lines to the Cape. 

• Lack of co-ordination among the raid plotters i.e. Dr. Jameson and 
Cecil Rhodes led to their defeat. 

• The poor leadership of Dr. Jameson led to the British defeat. He was 
emotional, impatient and a mere doctor without any war skills. 

• The British under estimated the Boer strength a blunder that led to their 
defeat. 

• Lack of secrecy that Rhodes and Jameson’s plans were leaked to the 
Boers made them to find a well-organized Boer force. 

• The strong unity among the Boers made them to fight as a mass 
leading to the defeat of the British. 

• The Boer’s determination to safe guard their independence made 
them to fight tooth and nail until they defeated the British. 

• The choice of wrong leadership led to the failure e.g. Jameson was a 
medical doctor leading soldier. 

• The arrest of Dr. Jameson and some of his men made other fighters to 
lose morals which led to the failure of the raid. 

JOHN CECIL RHODES 1853 -1902 
Explain the contribution of John Cecil Rhodes to the history of South Africa. 

• Cecil Rhodes was born in 1853 in England to a Clergy man. 

• He was a leading British imperialist in South Africa. 

• His dream was to follow the footsteps of his father. 

• Unfortunately, his health was fragile i.e. he was sickly. 

• He was forced to move to South Africa where he met his fortune later. 

• At the age of 17 years, he joined his brother on a cotton farm in South 
Africa. 



• This set the platform for the beginning of his fortune. 

• When minerals were discovered, Cecil Rhodes managed to buy some 
mines in Kimberly. 

• He later completed his self-sponsored degree in Oxford University. 

• In 1881, Cecil Rhodes formed a mining company known as the De 
Beers Mining Company Limited. 

• This company controlled almost all the South African diamond trade. 

• Later he bought his rival company – Barney Barnato and therefore he became 
a monopolist. 

• In 1881, he became a member of the Cape parliament. 

• When gold was discovered in 1886 at Witwatersrand, Cecil Rhodes 
became one of the major players in the gold mining. 

• He later climbed the ladders of leadership due to the influence of his 
friend Hofmeyer, the leader of the Afrikaner Bond e.g. in 1890 he 
became the Prime Minister of the Cape colony. 

• Cecil Rhodes‟ greatest ambition was to have an expansion of the 
British power in Central and South Africa i.e. “Painting the map of Africa 
red”. 

• He supported the federation plan of uniting South Africa under British 
control. 

• He also fought German imperialism in South West Africa (Namibia) as 
well as the Portuguese influence in Mozambique. 

• He conflicted with Paul Kruger of Transvaal in the struggle to determine 
the master of South Africa’s politics. 

• Rhodes also felt that Bechuanaland or Botswana should be under 
British control therefore, in 1886 the British declared a protectorate over 
Bechuanaland present Botswana. 

• He blocked the British to gain control of more African land for example, 
Pondo land, Zulu land and Tonga land. 

• He even blocked the Boer or Transvaal’s expansion northwards. 

• He always fought for the economic integration with Transvaal to allow 
free movement of goods and services. 

• He supported the Uitlanders in their struggle for civil and political rights 
in Transvaal e.g. fair taxation, use of English, fair trial, fair business 
contracts. 



• He even smuggled arms from Johannesburg to use them against Paul 
Kruger. 

• He sought for the full support of the British Colonial Secretary Joseph 
Chamberlain to fight for the civil rights of the Uitlanders. 

• In 1895, he planned the unsuccessful Jameson Raid to promote British 
imperialism in South Africa. 

• Later he resigned from his post as Prime Minister of the Cape after the 
failure of the Jameson Raid. 

• Even his friendship with Jan Hofmeyer, the leader of the Afrikaner Bond 
collapsed. 

• He resorted his whole life to the activities of the British South African 
Company. 

• He had founded this company to support British imperialism in Central 
and South Africa. 

• He even acquired permission from the British government to govern 
Rhodesia present day Zimbabwe. 

• He set up a police force under his brother John Rhodes and Jameson 
to improve security in Botswana. 

• He died in 1902 and was buried in Zimbabwe. 

PAUL KRUGER 1825 – 1904 
Explain the contribution of Paul Kruger to the history of South Africa. 

• Paul Kruger was born in 1825 in the Cape Colony. 

• He was a clever and determined young man. 

• His childhood was full of hunting. That is why he never got meaningful 
education. The only book he ever read was a bible. 

• He left the Cape during the Great Trek. 

• At 12 years, he had participated in the Great Trek and this shaped his 
life and later actions in South Africa. 

• He strongly hated the British from the bitter lessons of the Great Trek. 

• He also had a passionate feeling to defend the Boer hard won 
independence at all costs. 

• Paul Kruger’s future actions were further shaped by his forceful 
personality and oratory speaking) skills. 

• He was always determined to keep the Boer values of racial prejudice 
and strong resistance against the British. 



• During the early years of the Transvaal Republic, he commanded the 
Boers against African hostile groups like the Pedi resistance of 1877. 

• He served in the Boer military units and he actively participated in the 
Great Trek wars. This made him to rise to the position of Commander 
General of the entire Transvaal by 1880. 

• He led the Boer resistance movement against the British annexation of 
Transvaal in 1877. 

• Together with Joubert, Paul Kruger led a Boer delegation to London to 
demand for Transvaal’s independence, but unfortunately the request 
was rejected by the British. 

• They were left with no alternative but to prepare for an armed rebellion 
against the British which took place in 1880-1881i.e. the First Anglo Boer 
war. 

• His victory over the British in this war won him great admiration and 
support from the Boers. 

• He was then appointed together with Joubert and Pretorius to 
administer the country of Transvaal. 

• Because of his popularity and respect among the Boers, Paul Kruger 
was elected the President of Transvaal four times i.e. in 1883, 1888, 1893 
and 1898. 

• As leader of Transvaal, Paul Kruger pursued different ideas conflicting 
with those of Cecil Rhodes – the British Cape Prime Minister. 

• He desired to make a united and strong Boer Republic governing the 
whole of South Africa. 

• He hoped to extend its territory to the East Coast so as to be in direct 
contact with the outside world. 

• Paul Kruger led to the famous Jameson Raid of 1895, where he 
defeated and embarrassed the British. 

• The big number of Utilanders threatened Paul Kruger’s plans for a free 
united and independent Transvaal Republic without the British 
interference. 

• To check and block the Uitlanders, he denied them their political and 
civil rights in Transvaal. 

• He blocked the Uitlanders form voting or to be voted for. 

• He did not allow them to be tried by the jury. 

• They were also prevented from speaking English in public. 



• He over taxed the British goods coming into Transvaal and were 
discriminated against by the Transvaal Boers. 

• Paul Kruger closed all possible British routes to Transvaal in order to 
disorganize the British economy further. 

• The Uitlanders’ children were to study from the Dutch controlled 
schools. 

• He built the Delagoa – Transvaal railway to connect the East Coast to Transvaal 
and also for Transvaal’s economic independence. 

• He used the wealth acquired from the Gold mines to build up his 
defense. 

• He discouraged the use of the British Cape and Natal railways by 
increasing the transport fees on the Transvaal sections of those lines. 

• He went to the extent of encouraging German imperialism in South 
West – Africa (Namibia). 

• He therefore sought for a Boer – German alliance in order to frustrate Cecil 
Rhodes ‘dreams of Cape-Cairo links. 

• Paul Kruger’s government demanded for the immediate British 
withdrawal of their troops from Transvaal by issuing an ultimatum of 48 
hours for them to leave towards the Second Anglo-Boer war. 

• The British ignored the ultimatum (order) and he declared war on 11th 
October 1899. 

• Paul Kruger and others led the Boers into the second Anglo-Boer war of 
1899-1902. 

• Paul Kruger was defeated leading to wide spread destruction of the 
Boer economy. 

• In August 1990, Paul Kruger was forced to flee to Europe. 

• He died on 14th July 1904. 

• He left a legacy of a solid Boer civilization in the history of South Africa. 

THE SECOND ANGLO BOER WAR OF 1899 – 1902 

• It was a war fought between the British and the Boers. It is commonly 
known as the “Gentle man’s war or the white man’s war.” 

• It was the climax of the long-term conflicts and enmity between the 
British and the Boers in South Africa. 

• Fighting started in 1899 and ended in 1902. 



• Fighting took place in all the major four colonies of South Africa i.e. 
Transvaal, Orange Free State, Natal and the Cape. 

• The British forces were at first led by Alfred Milner, General Roberts and 
later Lord Kitchener. 

• The Boers were led by Generals like Smuts, Hertzog, Louis Botha and 
Dewet. 

CAUSES OF THE 2ND ANGLO-BOER WAR 

• The causes were both long term and immediate as explained below; 

• The long-held hatred and enmity between the British and the Boers 
since the day of the Great Trek led to the 2nd Anglo Boer war. 

• The determination of the Boers to defend their political and economic 
independence caused the war. 

• The poor past military record of the British encouraged the Boers to 
fight the British again hence the second Anglo-Boer war. 

• The increased number of the Uitlanders in the mines and towns of 
Transvaal threatened the Boer Independence leading to the war. 

• The British struggle and competition to control the mineralized areas in 
Transvaal and Orange Free State annoyed the Boers hence the war. 

• The British were angered by the Boer scheme of constructing a railway 
line connecting with Portuguese Mozambique thus cutting off trade 
with the cape. 

• The British wanted to revenge the defeat of the British forces by the 
Boers in the 1st Anglo-Boer war of 1881 and in the Jameson Raid of 
1895. 

• The re-election of Paul Kruger as the president of Transvaal in 1898 
increased conflicts as the British vowed to over throw him leading to 
the 2nd Anglo Boer war. 

• The age of the scramble for South Africa among the Europeans 
intensified the enmity. For example, the British had feared that the 
Germans who were already in Namibia would ally with the Boers to 
push them out of South Africa. 

• The rise of British Imperialism and their desire to form a union of South 
Africa threatened the Boers leading to the second Anglo-Boer war. 

• Paul Kruger denied the Uitlanders political and civil rights, burned 
English and closed British schools in Transvaal leading to war. 

• The stationing of the British troops near Transvaal by Milner in 



preparation for war threatened Paul Kruger. 

• Paul Kruger’s Ultimatum (order) of forty-eight hours which required the 
British to withdraw all their forces from the Transvaal boarders by 11th 
October 1899 led to the war when they refused. 

• The British continuous attempt to follow up and surrounded the Boers in 
Natal, Transvaal and Orange Free State annoyed them e.g. they 
annexed Botswana in 1885 and Zululand in 1887 to block Transvaal. 
Similarly, the Cape Colony was in the South, Natal in the East and in the 
North the British had established Rhodesia. 

• The failure by Paul Kruger to punish a Boer farmer who had killed a 
Uitlander caused the war. 

• The congratulatory message sent by the German Emperor – Kaiser 
William II to Paul Kruger following the Jameson raid excited the Boers, hence 
encouraging them to provoke the British into war. 

• The federation scheme headed by the British was opposed by the 
Boers thus causing conflicts. 

• Presence of war mongers e.g. Paul Kruger, Chamberlain, Alfred Milner, 
Kitchener and Botha caused the war in 1899. 

• The failure of the May-June 1899 Bloemfontein Peace Talks between 
the British official Alfred Milner and Paul Kruger over the issue of the 
Utilanders in Transvaal led to war. Alfred Milder walked away in protest. 

• The British formation of the South African Association to protect the 
rights of the Uitlanders in Transvaal scared the Boers, thus leading to 
war 

EFFECTS OF THE SECOND ANGLO – BOER WAR 

EFFECTS ON THE AFRICANS 

• There was heavy loss of lives where by over 14000 people including 
Africans, Boers and the British were killed which led to depopulation. 

• A lot of property was destroyed like houses, crops and animals which 
weakened the South African economy. 

• It led to a decline in agricultural production. As a result, there was 
shortage of food which led to famine making people to starve. 

• The Africans who left their jobs in the mines to go and fight were 
punished on reporting back after the war. 

• The Africans were disarmed by the whites and this made them 
defenseless. The responsibility of disarming the Africans was put in the 
hands of Baden Powell. 



• The Africans lost any hope of getting back their independence. 

• The British withdrew their support from protecting the human rights of 
the non-whites like the Blacks, coloureds and Indians. 

• The Africans lost their voting rights. 

• The Africans lost their land to the whites. 

• The Africans were displaced and sent to reserves that later became 
Bantustans. 

• The Africans were subjected to racial discrimination and this led to the 
establishment of Apartheid in South Africa. 

• The movement of the Africans was restricted as the whites introduced 
the Pass System. 

• The Africans were isolated from the politics of South Africa. 

• It led to enslavement of Africans i.e. the Africans who were sent to 
reserves were forced to provide labour to the whites. 

• There was also misery and suffering among the Africans due to the 
effects of the war like famine. 

• The African cultures were undermined and therefore declined because 
of the influence of the foreign culture. 

• The Africans lived in constant fear and insecurity. 

• The Africans suffered from inferiority complex after the war. 

• It led to the rise of African nationalism i.e. Africans later came out to 
fight for their freedom e.g. they formed political parties like the African 
National Congress (ANC) which eventually liberated South Africa in 
1994. 

EFFECTS/RESULTS ON THE WHITES 

• The war led to the defeat of the Boers by the British for the first time. 

• The Boers temporarily lost their independence to the British and the 
Boer states became British colonies. 

• The economy of the Boers was disrupted, thus leading to poverty. 

• The Boer farms, cattle, industries and homes were destroyed during the 
war. 

• The Boer state of Orange Free State came to be referred to as Orange 
River Colony after the war. 



• The war led to the signing the Vereeniging Peace Treaty of 1902 in 
which the Boers emerged victorious because they successfully 
convinced the British to accept their demands. 

• The treaty improved the relationship between the British and the Boers 
in South Africa through its terms. 

• The war cleared way for the 1908 Draft Constitution in South Africa 
which was drafted during the 1908 National Conference held in the 
town of Durban. 

• It cleared way for the 1910 South African Union. This was because after 
the war, the two whites communities agreed to unite as brothers and 
sisters. 

• The Boer prisoners of war were released and pardoned. 

• The British agreed to compensate the Boers for the war damages. For 
example, they offered 3 million pounds to the Boers for economic 
recovery. 

• It also led to the giving of 30 million pounds interest free loan to the 
Boers for economic rehabilitation. 

• The British agreed to withdraw the protection of the African rights and 
freedoms which paved way for the Apartheid policy in South Africa. 

• The British and Boers agreed to deny the Africans their voting rights and 
they blocked them from participating in national politics. 

• The war increased the Boer unity and nationalism. 

• The general economic prosperity that came with the discovery of the 
minerals was eroded by the 2nd Anglo-Boer war. 

• It led to the formation of a Reconciliation Committee at the Cape to 
unite the Boers and the British. 

• It led to the creation of concentration camps where the women, 
children and old Boer civilians were kept and they became prisoners of 
war. 

• The war led to the end of the old generation of Boer leaders in South 
Africa. For example, President Kruger of Transvaal fled to Europe where 
he died in 1904. 

• It brought in a new generation of democratic or liberal leaders like 
Louis Botha, Christian Smuts and Lord Kitchener. 

THE VEREENIGING PEACE TREATY OF 1902 

• It was a treaty signed on 31st May 1902 between the British and the 



Boers. 

• It was signed to the end of the Second Anglo – Boer war of 1899-1902. 

• It was also referred to as the “After war” treaty of 1902. 

• It was signed in the small city of Vereeniging in the Transvaal Republic. 

• The Boers were represented by their new leaders like General Smuts, 
Louis Botha, and Hertzog. 

• The British were represented by Alfred Milner and Lord Kitchener. 

FACTORS/REASONS THAT LED TO THE SIGNING OF THE VEREENIGING TREATY OF 
1902 

• It was signed to end the second Anglo-Boer conflict. 

• It was signed to end the long term conflicts between the Boers and the 
British. 

• It was signed to find a solution over the official language to be used in 
South Africa. 

• It was signed to decide on the issue of citizenship and voting rights in 
South Africa. 

• They wanted to discuss the economic recovery programs of Transvaal 
that had been destroyed during the war. 

• The need for the British to operate freely in the Boer Republics led to 
the signing of the treaty. 

• The British wanted to prevent the Germans from taking over Transvaal. 

• It was called to discuss a way of containing African resistances staged 
against the whites. 

• It was called to prepare way for federation and union of white states. 

• It was also signed to settle the mineral rights between the British and 
Boers. 

• The whites wanted to defend themselves against the Africans. 

• The British had given up protecting the Africans, hence making the 
Boers to accept sitting on the same round table with the British. 

• The British wanted to reconcile with the Boers after the Second Anglo – 
Boer war. 

THE TERMS OF THE VEREENIGING TREATY 

• The Boer Republics of Transvaal and Orange Free State were to lose 



their Independence and become British colonies. 

• Transvaal’s name was to remain unchanged. 

• Orange Free State was to become Orange River colony. 

• All Boer states were promised independence. 

• The British flag was to be hoisted and used in the Boer Republics. 

• The Queen of England was to be the head of South Africa 

• Both English and Dutch languages were to become official languages. 

• Africans were not to take part in South African politics and they were 
even denied voting rights. 

• The Africans who had deserted their work were to be severely 
punished. 

• The Africans who had been captured were to remain prisoners until 
further notice. 

• The British were to withdraw their troops from the Boer republics. 

• The British were to give up their humanitarian role of protecting the 
non-whites like Africans. 

• The Boers were to end their hostilities against the British. 

• The Africans were to be disarmed so as to protect the political and 
economic interests of the whites in South Africa. 

• The Boers were to retain some arms for defense against Africans. 

• The British were to give 3 million pounds to the Boers as compensation 
for the losses incurred during the war. 

• The British were also to give 35 million pounds as interest free loans to 
the Boers for development and rehabilitation after the war. 

• The Boers were to stop discriminating against the British goods in South 
Africa. 

• There would be free trade between the British and the Boers. 

• A British commissioner was to be put in charge of overseeing the affairs 
of the Boer Republics on behalf of the Queen of England. 

EFFECTS OF THE VEREEGINING TREATY OF 1902 

ON THE BOERS 

• The Boer Republics of Transvaal and Orange Free State lost 



independence to the British. 

• The Dutch and English languages were made official languages and 
they therefore acquired the same status. 

• The Boers were compensated with three million (3,000,000) pounds for 
the losses incurred during the war. 

• The Boers were given thirty-five (35,000,000) million pounds free interest 
loans for rehabilitation and development after the war. 

• It led to the release of the Boer prisoners of war who had been held in 
concentration camps by the British. 

• It increased Boer nationalism and by 1908, people were demanding for 
Independence both in Transvaal and Orange River Colony. 

• It led to the emergence of new charismatic and diplomatic Boer 
leaders e.g. Botha and smuts. 

• It led to the granting voting rights to the Boers. 

• Boer Republics of Orange Free State and Transvaal retained internal 
self-government. 

• Boers began to intermarry with the British as a result of the treaty. 

ON THE BRITISH 

• The British were saved from the Boer hostility. 

• It resulted into reconciliation between the British and the Boers. 

• English became official language besides the Dutch language. 

• Political destiny of South Africa came in the hands of Britain. 

• The British abandoned their humanitarian role of protecting the rights of 
the non-whites. 

• British lost financially three million (3) and thirty five million (35) pounds 
to the Boers. 

• It led to the raising of the British flag in Transvaal and Orange Free 
State. 

• It also resulted into the releasing of the British prisoners. 

• It led to the adoption of the apartheid policy by the British in South 
Africa. 

• It increased the market for British goods in South Africa. 

• It led to the success of the British Federation scheme i.e. Customs Union 



was formed in 1906. 

0N THE AFRICANS 

• It confirmed the loss of African Independence since the Africans were 
ignored in the discussions. 

• It led to the loss of African humanitarian protection by the British. 

• It also led to the disarmament of Africans to zero level. 

• It resulted into the displacement of Africans from their home land to 
concentration camps. 

• There was misery and suffering amongst Africans. 

• Africans became poor and poorer due to the treaty. 

• It also led to the growth of African nationalism with the formation of 
African National Congress in 1912. 

 

THE FEDERATION OF SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLICS 

Federation meant the coming together of white Republics to form one 
government. 
The Republics were Natal, Orange Free State, cape colony, Goshen land, 
British Kaffararia etc. 
The move was first suggested by Sir George Grey in 1854 though it was 
strongly resisted by the Boers. 
In 1874, Lord Carnarvon, a British secretary for colonies renewed union 
attempts but still he failed. 
The union move was also supported by Selboune. 
 

REASONS FOR THE FEDERATION AND UNION 

• The union was intended to cure long period of friction between the 
Boers and the British. 

• The union move was intended to end Anglo-Boer clashes (wars). 

• The union would strengthen the British and Boers against other 
European rivals like the Germans. 

• Federation was also aimed at strengthening the administration of South 
Africa. 

• A white union was would strengthen them against African threats 
(enmity) especially the Bantu. 

• A union would help to strengthen boundary disputes between the 



white Republics i.e. Orange Free State and Cape colony. 

• There was a need to build a stronger white joint army that would 
provide security plus defeating Africans. 

• The union would prevent unnecessary competition for mineral 
resources that would cause wastage in South Africa. 

• The union would create a bigger market without tariffs and other trade 
restrictions hence allowing closer economic co-operation. 

• A union was intended to deal with the increasing number of Indians in 
South Africa. 

• The union was aimed at the adoption of a common racial policy 
against the Africans. 

• The rise of compromising leaders like Selboune favored the federation 
because they persuaded other whites to accept. 

• The union would strengthen South Africa and save her from being 
influenced and dominated by other European powers like Germany. 

• It aimed at reducing the administrative costs by creating one central 
government in South Africa. 

• To provide better services in education, health and communication. 

• The British thought that the Boers were poor and therefore needed help 
financially. 

• The British wanted to use the union to dominate the Boers and also 
extend their imperialism. 

• Lord Carnavan’s success in causing the Canadian federation in 1867 
inspired him to form one in South Africa. 

• Failure of the earlier federation attempts 

• They failed to agree on the type of government to form weather 
federal or unitary government. The Boers wanted unitary while the 
British wanted federal government. 

• There were disagreements over who should be the president of the 
union. 

• Continuous rivalry over mineral resources divided the two parties. 

• They failed to agree on official language to use in South Africa. 

• They also failed to agree on where to locate the capital of the union 
government. 



• They also differed in racial policy i.e. the Boers were in for mistreatment 
of Africans and Uitlanders while the British for protection. 

• Presence of hard-liners like Paul Kruger and Cecil Rhodes delayed the 
union. 

• They also failed to agree on the nature of parliamentary representation 
and composition. 

• Commercial competition in terms of taxes and tariffs still divided them. 

• The Boers were proud people who believed that their race was pure 
and superior and never wanted to mix up with any other race. 

• The British lacked home support and back up hence the failure of the 
federation attempts. 

• They disagreed on which flag to hoist for a united government leading 
to the failure. 

• African attacks diverted European attention from the union. 

• Poor leadership also failed the union. 

• Cultural differences between the British and the Boers could not allow 
them to come together. 

• Anglo-Boer wars delayed the union i.e. the first Anglo-Boer war in 1880-
1881 and the Second Anglo-Boer war in 1899-1902. 

• The British annexation of Transvaal in 1877 angered the Boers leading to 
the failure of earlier federation. 

• The violation of the Pretoria convention of 1881 divided the two white 
races further. 

• The Jameson raid of 1895 increased enmity between the Boers and the 
British hence delaying the union. 

THE NATIONAL CONVENTION OR CONFERENCE OF 1908 

• The National Convention was also known as the National Conference 
of 1908. 

• It was a meeting of the Boer and British representatives. 

• Representatives came from the four white Republics of Natal, Orange 
River Colony, Transvaal and Cape. 

• The representatives of the British came from the Cape and Natal 
whereas those of the Boers from Orange River Colony and Transvaal. 

• The Boers were represented by Ex-Republicans like Botha, Smuts, Steyn 



and Dewet. 

• Africans were not represented physically but the British claimed to 
have represented their interests. African absence meant the meeting 
not to be a national conference /convention. 

• Even the racist White government in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) sent 
representatives. The whites from Rhodesia were to act as observers and 
advisors. 

• It took place in Durban in Natal from 12th October 1908 to 5th 
November 1908. 

• It was a major step towards the closer union of South Africa because it 
drafted the famous Union Bill of 1908 

WHY THE NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 1908 WAS CALLED IN SOUTH AFRICA 

• The meeting was called to stop the outbreak of the Anglo – Boer wars 
again and find a lasting solution to the existing enmity between the two white 
communities. 

• It was called to create lasting unity between the Boers and British. 

• It was called to write or draft a union constitution for the whites in South 
Africa. 

• It was called to unite the two white communities under one 
government. 

• It was called to discuss the best way of mineral exploitation and 
utilization without competition. 

• To sort out the inter-territory railway and custom differences that had 
caused conflicts between the British and the Boers. 

• It was called to debate the nature of the voting rights in South Africa 
(Franchise) i.e. to decide on who would vote and not. 

• The British desire to check on the increasing Boer nationalism led to the 
calling of the conference. 

• The union would prevent possible Boer alliance with the Germans. 

• It was called to determine the national language for united South 
Africa. 

• It was called to determine the location of the capital city of the union 
government. 

• The role of the Vereeniging Peace Treaty of 1902 which had reconciled 
the British and Boers paved way for National Convention of 1908. 



• The meeting was called to clearly define the question of leadership in 
the Union Government. 

• To determine the type of Government that suited South Africa i.e. 
between Federalism and the unitary system of Government. 

• To reduce the costs of administration by putting the four white states 
under one administration. 

• It was called to deal with the increasing number of Indians in South 
Africa. 

• The whites wanted to discuss and fix one common pool of social 
services like roads, hospitals, railways etc. 

• To end all the social and political differences between the Boers and 
the British hindering the union of South Africa 

• To end of conservative Boer leaders like Paul Kruger and the rise of new 
leaders like Botha, Smuts and Dewitt who were willing to co-operate 
with the British. 

• It was called to agree on the terms of trade, tariffs and customs. 

TERMS OF THE NATIONAL CONVENTION 

• The monarchy of England was to be the overall head of the Union. 

• The Governor General was to represent the Queen in South Africa and 
had to be a man. 

• The Governor General was to be helped by an elected Prime Minister. 

• The Prime Minister was to be helped by a council of 10 (ten) ministers. 

• It proposed one parliament for the Union Government. 

• But this parliament was to have two Houses or Chambers i.e. the Upper 
House (Senate) and the Lower House (assembly). 

• The Upper House (senate) was to serve for 10 years and then be re-
elected. 

• The lower House (assembly) was to serve for 5 years and then be re-
elected. 

• Only male whites above 18 years of age were to vote. 

• The Africans were not allowed to sit in the Union Parliament. 

• They were also not to vote at all especially in Orange Free State and 
Transvaal. 



• Only the rich Africans and those with a certain level of education were 
allowed to vote especially in Natal and Cape (British areas). 

• Africans were to be second class citizens while the Europeans were to 
attain first class citizenship. 

• Pretoria, the capital city of Transvaal was to be the seat for President 
and his cabinet. Therefore, it was the Executive capital. 

• The Cape was to be the Parliamentary capital or city of the union 
government. 

• There was to be one Supreme Court for the Union established at 
Bloemfontein in Orange Free State. 

• Orange River Colony was to become Orange Free State i.e. was to be 
given independence. 

• The British Northern territories of Rhodesia (Zimbabwe and Zambia), 
Botswana (Bechuanaland) and Lesotho (Basuto land) were to be part 
of the union. 

• Both the Dutch and English languages were to be used as official 
languages. 

• There would be free trade between the Boers and the British. 

RESULTS OF THE NATIONAL CONVENTION OR CONFERENCE OF 1908 

• It was a turning point because it was the first major step for a closer 
union of South Africa. 

• The meeting led to the drafting of the union constitution of 31st May 
1910 which had the following; 

• A unitary form government was to be adopted in South Africa. 

• Louis Botha became the first Prime Minister of the new union 
government. 

• The conference led to the loss of independence of the four Republics 
as they became provinces of the union. It ended the long term enmity 
between the Boers and the British and therefore the two former 
enemies became friends for the first time. 

• The Dutch and English languages became the official languages for 
the united government. 

• The entry to parliament by the non – whites was blocked. 

• The British Northern territories of Rhodesia (Zimbabwe and Zambia), 
Botswana (Bechuanaland) and Lesotho (Basutoland) became part of 



the union. 

• It confirmed the removal of voting rights of the Africans by the whites. 

• It laid a foundation for Apartheid in South Africa and the mistreatment 
of Africans. 

• It led to complete equality among the whites i.e. the Dutch and British 
races became equal. 

• It led to and misery and suffering among the Africans. 

• It increased poverty among Africans since they lost land and support of 
the whites. 

• As a result of the convention, the whites dominated the politics of 
South Africa. 

• It led to the rise of African nationalism as the Africans rose up to 
demand for their rights which they had lost in the National Convention 
of 1908. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN ACT OF UNION OF 1910 

• The Act of union of 1910 was a constitution or document signed in 
1910. 

• It was signed to bring together the four white colonies of Orange Free 
State, Transvaal, Natal and Cape colony under one administration or 
government. 

• This government came to be known as the Union of South Africa. 

• The government was formed and it started operating on 31st May 1910 
with Louis Botha and General Smuts as the leaders. 

REASONS FOR THE FORMATION OF THE ACT OF UNION IN 1910 
What led to the formation of the union of South Africa in 1910? 
Why was the Act of union signed in 1910? 

• It was to end the long-term hostility or enmity between the Boers and 
the British. 

• The British wanted to destroy the Boer Independence or Nationalism by 
bringing the Boers under their firm control. 

• The Boers wanted to preserve their economic and political 
achievements. They realized that isolation would destroy their political 
and economic achievements. 

• The granting of Independence to the Boers in Orange Free State and 
Transvaal by the British in 1908 promoted good relationships and 
therefore assured the Boers equality in the new union. 



• The British feared that the Boers would co-operate with the Germans in 
Namibia and the Portuguese in Angola and Mozambique and force 
them out of South Africa. 

• The signing of the Vereeniging Treaty in 1902 after the Second Anglo - 
Boer war paved a way for the union. 

• To ensure free trade and therefore avoid unnecessary competition 
between the British and the Boers in the field of trade and commerce 

• There was need for reconciliation between the Boers and British and 
therefore the treaty was signed to improve relations between the two. 

• To stop the rising trend of African nationalism i.e. there was fear that 
the Africans who would rise up and throw the whites out of South 
Africa. 

• The need to lower the administrative costs in the white areas by 
creating one administration led to the union of South Africa. 

• The formation of a Customs Union between the Boers and British in 1903 
led to closer co-operation between the two which led to a political 
union by 1910. 

• The contribution made by the British personalities like Sir George Grey 
and Selboune led to union of the white states in South Africa. 

• The calling of the 1908 National Convention made it clear that a union 
had to be formed. 

• There was need to adopt a common racial policy towards the 
Africans. 

• There was a general fear of the increasing number of the Indians who 
had even started making political and economic demands. 

• The disappearance of hard-liner Boer leaders who had opposed the 
idea like Paul Kruger led to the union. 

• It was to create a large market in South Africa so as to encourage 
trade. 

• The need to exploit South Africa’s resources like minerals by the whites 
led to the formation of the union in 1910. 

• The role played by the British personalities like Sir George Grey and 
Selbourne (the British High Commissioner to South Africa). They very 
much wanted the union of the white states in South Africa 

• The occurrence of African revolts like the Bambata rebellion of 1906, 
gave a lesson to the white colonies that they had to unite so as to 
defend themselves from the Africans. 



TERMS OF THE 1910 ACT OF UNION 

• The terms of the Union were in line with leadership, voting, language, 
position on Non-Whites, distribution of towns as well as the status of 
South African neighbors. 

• The monarchy of England was to be the overall head of the Union. 

• The Governor General was to represent the Queen in South Africa and 
had to be a man. 

• The Governor General was to be helped by an elected Prime Minister. 

• The Prime Minister was to be helped by a council of 10 (ten) ministers. 

• It proposed one parliament for the Union Government. 

• But this parliament was to have two Houses or Chambers i.e. the Upper 
House (Senate) and the Lower House (assembly). 

• The Upper House (senate) was to serve for 10 years and then be re-
elected. 

• The lower House (assembly) was to serve for five (5) years and then be 
re-elected. 

• Only male whites above 18 years of age were to vote. 

• The Africans were not allowed to sit in the Union Parliament. 

• They were also not to vote at all especially in Orange Free State and 
Transvaal. 

• Only the rich Africans and those with a certain level of education were 
allowed to vote especially in Natal and Cape (British areas). 

• Africans were to be second class citizens while the Europeans were to 
attain first class citizenship. 

• Pretoria, the capital city of Transvaal was to be the seat for President 
and his cabinet. Therefore, it was the Executive capital. 

• The Cape was to be the Parliamentary capital or city of the union 
government. 

• There was to be one Supreme Court for the Union established at 
Bloemfontein in Orange Free State. 

• Orange River Colony was to become Orange Free State i.e. was to be 
given independence. 

• The British Northern territories of Rhodesia (Zimbabwe and Zambia), 
Botswana (Bechuanaland) and Lesotho (Basutoland) were to be part 



of the union. 

• Both the Dutch and English languages were to be used as official 
languages. 

• There would be free trade between the Boers and the British. 

RESULTS OF THE 1910 ACT OF UNION IN SOUTH AFRICA 

• It united all white states or Republics in South Africa under one 
administration. 

• It restored peace in South Africa after many years of Anglo-Boer 
conflicts since the days of the Great Trek. 

• It promoted the position of the whites in South Africa at the expense of 
the Africans. 

• The Africans were put in an interior position in relation to the whites i.e. 
they became second class citizens. 

• The English and Dutch languages became the official languages in 
South Africa. 

• There was loss of land by the Africans to the whites. This was through 
Land Act of 1913 which was passed after the union. 

• The Africans were pushed into reserves known as Bantustans after losing 
their land to the whites. 

• The Africans were no longer protected by the British as the British gave 
up their policy of protecting the African rights and freedom in South 
Africa. 

• It resulted into the creation of the Apartheid policy with all its evils in 
South Africa. 

• It confirmed the loss of independence by the Africans. For example, 
they were denied voting rights. 

• It led to the growth of shanty (towns) towns like Soweto and slums in 
which the Africans lived under poor conditions. 

• African resources especially minerals were fully exploited by the whites. 

• It promoted the economy of South Africa by abolishing trade 
restrictions across the borders of the four provinces. 

• It led to rise of African Nationalism. For example, in 1912 the South 
African Native Congress which later became the African National 
Congress (ANC) was formed to fight for the African rights and 
independence. 



• It led to the establishment of the most powerful country (South Africa) 
on the African continent. 

• The whites dominated the economy of South Africa especially after 
taking over African land and minerals. 

• Many Africans were killed as they organized massive protest against 
the whites like at Soweto in 1976 to 1977. 

THE APARTHEID POLICY AND THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM IN SOUTH AFRICA 
(1948-1994) 

• Apartheid was an Afrikaner or Boer word meaning separateness or 
apartness of races or people. 

• The policy was mainly developed out of the Boer’s racial prejudice and 
the belief that they were a superior race. 

• It was a policy of discrimination practiced by the Whites over non-
whites in South Africa. 

• It was started by the Boers since their arrival at the cape in 1647. 

• The policy was built over a long period of time and it was the Boer’s 
favorable political policy. 

• The policy was designed and forwarded by the Afrikaner University 
professor and it was supported by the laws. 

• It was officially started by Dr. Daniel Malan who was the Prime Minister 
of South Africa. 

• The policy gave the whites an upper hand in the running of South 
Africa’s affairs. 

• It involved creation of separate homelands known as Bantustans for 
the natives of South Africa. 

FACTORS THAT LED TO THE INTRODUCTION OF APARTHEID IN SOUTH AFRICA IN 
1948 

• The growth of the Boer or Afrikaner nationalism in South Africa led to 
the establishment of Apartheid in South Africa. 

• The teachings of the Dutch Reformed Church that they were God’s 
chosen race led to the establishment of Apartheid in South Africa. 

• The strong rise of African nationalism in South Africa after World War II 
threatened the Boers hence apartheid.   

• The low levels of education on the side of the Africans and other non- 
whites paved way for the establishment of Apartheid. 



• The rise of Dr. Daniel Malan to power in 1948 led to the establishment of 
Apartheid in South Africa. 

• The need to suffocate the rights and freedoms of the Indians and the 
coloureds living in South Africa led to the introduction of the policy. 

• The whites wanted to promote White domination and supremacy in 
South Africa. 

• The Whites wanted to weaken African rebellions which were a threat to 
white domination of South Africa. 

• The need to make the whites and non-whites to develop separately 
was another consideration for the apartheid policy. 

• The whites wanted to remove Africans from South African National 
politics. 

• The whites were drove by the desire to deny Africans access to good 
social facilities e.g. schools, hospitals and entertainment centers. 

• It was introduced to create easy and cheap labor of Africans for the 
whites. 

• The whites were influenced by the theory of Darwinism that stated that 
the superior races should dominate the inferior ones. 

• The whites wanted to create the market for the outdated European 
goods. 

• It was part of the divide and rule policy aimed at weakening the 
Africans. 

• The need to deny African ownership of minerals and other economic 
resources in South Africa led to the apartheid policy. 

• The whites were influenced by Italian “fascism” and Germany “Nazism” 
that had promoted the domination of the Germans (Aryan race) and 
the Italians. 

• The misinterpretation of the Bible about Noah’s sons that Ham who was 
cursed represented the Africans and the blessed Shem represented the 
whites influenced its introduction. 

• The rise of Dr. Daniel Malan to power who believed in white supremacy 
led to its introduction. 

HOW APARTHEID WAS PRACTICED/APPLIED IN SOUTH AFRICA 
How was Apartheid practiced in South Africa between 1948 and 1994? 

• Apartheid was applied or practiced through establishing a number of 
Laws or Acts. 



• It was practiced in the fields of Politics, Education, Land, Employment 
and other Social aspects. 

AS REGARDS TO POLITICS 

• The Africans were removed from the common voter’s register by the 
Native Act of 1936. 

• The Africans in the Cape Province were to elect three white 
representatives in the House of Assembly on a separate voter’s register. 

• The Africans throughout South Africa were to elect four Europeans to 
represent them in the Senate. 

• The coloureds people were also removed from the common voter’s 
register and were put on a separate one. 

• The Africans who tried to resist racial discrimination were arrested and 
imprisoned like Nelson Mandela, Albert Luthuli and Robert Sobukwe. 

• The African political parties like the African National Congress (ANC) 
and the Pan-African Congress (PAC) were banned from operation. 

• Any publication like Newspapers suspected for supporting the African 
nationalists was banned. 

• Later African representation in the South African parliament was 
abolished. 

• The whites passed an Act that authorized local magistrates to ban any 
gathering of two or more people for forty eight hours. 

• African political organizations were stopped from receiving financial 
assistance from abroad. 

• There was continuous arrest of people without fair trial. 

• It was illegal for the Africans to complain and report about the prison 
conditions and for the prisoners to communicate with anyone. 

AS REGARDS TO EDUCATION 

• The Bantu Education Act of 1953 and the Extension of Universities 
Education Act of 1959 defined the education to be offered to the 
Africans. 

• By these Acts, the Africans and coloureds had to go to separate 
schools from those of the whites. 

• The Africans were given inferior type of education to keep them in an 
inferior position in society. 

• Academic and professional training like banking was not given to the 



Africans. 

• The Africans were mainly given agricultural lessons to equip them for 
survival. 

• The Africans were given an inferior curriculum and examinations. 

• The African education was conducted in local languages or mother 
languages. 

• African languages and sometimes the English Language were also 
used to prepare them for a simple conversation with the Europeans. 

• African education was removed from the missionary control and put 
under government control. 

• The government decided who to be taught, who to teach and what to 
teach. 

• Higher education for Africans was discouraged. They also studied local 
issues rather than national issues. 

• The Africans were put in congested classes and given inferior teachers. 

• African education was poorly funded and the teachers were poorly 
paid. 

• There were different universities for the different races following the 
Extension of Universities Education Act of 1959. 

• African universities were set up in rural areas like Fort Hare University for 
the Xhosa, Ugowe University for the Zulu, the Sotho in Turf loop, the 
coloureds in Belle-Ville and the Indians in West Ville University. 

• The white universities were in Natal, Cape Town and Witwatersrand. 

AS REGARDS TO EMPLOYMENT 

• There was enslavement of the Africans and making them a source of 
cheap labor. 

• Skilled employment was reserved for the Europeans while the heavy 
and unskilled work for the Africans like chopping of wood, digging in 
the mines and drawing water. 

• The Africans were paid low or no wages for their heavy work done. 

• The Mines and Workers’ Act of 1911 denied Africans employment as 
skilled workers in the mines. 

• The Africans were not to belong to any Trade Union. For example, the 
Industrial Conciliation Act of 1937 stopped the Africans from forming 
Trade Unions. 



• The workers were excluded from organized consultation with the 
employers. 

• African workers in towns were put in dirty African townships like 
Sharpeville, Vereeniging and Soweto 

• The whites were the supervisors of the Africans at work. 

AS REGARDS TO LAND 

• Land was divided into two categories i.e. the Native and non-native 
land by the Land Act of 1913. 

• Only 13% of the land was given to the Africans (Natives) and 87% 
belonged to the whites. 

• Separate homes were created for the Africans. These were known as 
the Bantustans and they included Transkei, Ciskei, Gazankulu and 
Kwazulu - Natal. 

• The African chiefs were given power over local issues in the Bantustans. 

• By 1950, all people in South Africa had to be registered as whites, 
coloureds and natives. 

• Africans were forbidden to live outside their reserves or Bantustans. 

• The Africans were only allowed to live away from their reserves when 
working for the Europeans. 

AS REGARDS TO SOCIAL AFFAIRS 

• Social laws were passed that segregated Africans in social activities 
and contacts. 

• Marriage between the Africans and whites was not allowed by the 
Mixed Marriages Act of 1949. 

• Physical love between whites and non-white men and women was 
also stopped by the Immorality Act of 1950. 

• Roads and beaches were marked in administrative way i.e. “whites 
only” or “non-whites only” 

• Africans enjoyed separate social services e.g. hospitals, roads and 
railways from the whites. 

AS REGARDS TO THE USE OF PASS SYSTEM 

• All people had to possess an identity card on which their race was 
written. 

• Free movement of Africans was restricted by the pass laws. 



• Every African of 15 years and above, whether male or female had to 
carry a passbook which contained all the permits and registrations like 
tax receipt and certificate of employment. 

• Police officers could demand any of the permits and registrations at all 
times. 

• Africans had to first get permission from their local labor office before 
seeking for employment in the urban centers. 

• The contracted workers in white areas were not supposed to live with 
their wives and children. 

• The Africans who were not employed in the white occupied areas 
were only allowed to stay for three hours. 

• The Africans had to get a permit to enter an urban area if the visit was 
to last for over 72 hours. 

• It was illegal for the Africans to live in the towns of the whites. 

• Even the coloureds and Asians who had shops and property in the 
white occupied areas were prohibited from using them. 

• The Africans were not to share social services like health, roads, 
railways, schools with the whites. 

EFFECTS OF THE APARTHEID POLICY 
ON THE AFRICANS 

• Africans were denied independence by the whites. 

• It led to violent protests by the Africans which led to the death of many 
people. For example, in 1960 at Sharpeville sixty-two (62) died and over 
220 died during Clement Kadali” s strikes. 

• Africans were lowered to a status of being second class citizens in 
South Africa. 

• It led to the displacement of Africans from their fertile land into 
Bantustans. 

• It led to the creation of Bantustans e.g. Transkei, Venda, Lebowa and 
Kwazulu which became special homelands for Africans. 

• It also led to establishment of slums for Africans e.g. Sharpeville, Soweto 
and Langa. 

• Africans were denied economic opportunities e.g. jobs in the civil 
service and ownership of mining area. 

• It resulted into restriction of African movement as they had to carry 
pass books. 



• It resulted into African protests and rebellions against apartheid e.g. 
Sharpeville demonstration of 1960 and Soweto uprising of 1976-1977. 

• Africans lost their lives during the uprisings against the whites. 

• Apartheid policy led to increased exploitation of African resources e.g. 
minerals and fertile soils. 

• It led to imprisonment of African leaders like Nelson Mandela and 
Robert Sobukwe for opposing apartheid. 

• It resulted into the formation of political parties by Africans e.g. African 
National Congress (ANC) in 1912 and Pan-African congress in 1959 to 
oppose apartheid. 

• It increased the level of illiteracy among the Africans since they were 
given poor schools and teachers. 

• It led to formation of trade unions to oppose the economic exploitation 
of the whites. 

• Africans were denied political participation in South African politics. 

• Africans became the suppliers of cheap labor to the whites. 

• It crated hatred and enmity between the whites and Africans. 

• Africans became poor and poorer due to apartheid. 

ON THE WHITES 

• The whites took most of South African land and became rich. 

• The whites enjoyed the status of being first class citizens of South Africa. 

• Apartheid made the whites to dominate the politics of South Africa. 

• It led to the white man’s domination of office jobs in South Africa. 

• The whites became highly educated because they got a better quality 
of education. 

• The whites took over control of the economic resources of South Africa 
e.g. minerals and fertile land. 

• It led to loss of lives due to attacks by Africans who opposed the policy 
of apartheid. 

• It contributed to the rise of Boer nationalism since it promoted them as 
a superior race. 

• It made the whites to enjoy the better urban life due to their stay in 
towns. 



THE BANTUSTANS POLICY IN SOUTH AFRICA 

• Bantustans were isolated homelands for the blacks in South Africa 
created by the whites during the period of apartheid. 

• They were semi-independent political units set up for Africans in which 
they were to be under African leaders. 

• They were introduced by Dr. Verwoerd in January 1959. 

• Over 10 Bantustans were created and they were Transkei, Ciskei, 
Kwazulu, Gazanku, Venda, Lebowa, Basotwoqwoquo, Buputhu, 
Ndebele among others. 

REASONS FOR THE FORMATION OF THE BANTUSTANS 
Why were the Bantustans created? 

• They were created to separate the white race from the non-white 
races in South Africa. 

• They were created to promote separate development of Africans and 
the whites since the two would be staying separately. 

• They were to ensure that the whites enslave Africans in South Africa. 

• The whites wanted to isolate Africans such that they benefit alone in 
the control of South Africa. 

• The whites wanted to create labour reservoirs where to draw cheap 
African labour for their plantations and mines. 

• They were created to weaken African nationalism so that Africans do 
not raise against white rule. 

• They wanted to ensure that only the whites own fertile land and 
mineral resources in South Africa. 

• The whites wanted to avoid competition for jobs with Africans in South 
Africa. 

• They were created to isolate Africans from the main stream of South 
African politics since they would be ruling themselves in the Bantustans. 

• They wanted to deny Africans voting rights in South Africa by isolating 
them from white controlled areas. 

• The whites wanted to ensure social segregation of the non- whites by 
giving them inferior education in the Bantustans. 

• The whites wanted these homes to act as a dumping ground for out-
dated items and unproductive labour from the white areas. 

• The policy was to disarm Africans completely so that political control 



remains in the hands of the whites. 

• It was to blind fold/deceive the white world that apartheid was good 
and Africans were ruling themselves. 

• It was also to divide social services for Africans to get poor while the 
whites would get better quality social services. 

• It was to preserve the racial purity of the whites since they would mix 
freely with the Africans. 

EFFECTS OF THE BANTUSTANS 
What were the consequences of the creation of Bantustans on Africans? 
What effects did the Bantustans have on the Africans and Whites? 

• Africans were enslaved and continued to be sole states until 1994. 

• The Bantustans led to weakening of Africans militarily and could not 
easily fight the whites. 

• They crated disunity as Africans killed each other. 

• They reduced African political power since it was limited in the 
Bantustans. 

• Africans lost their land to the whites especially those who stayed in 
fertile soils. 

• Africans suffered from bad conditions in their homelands hence 
leading to low standards of living. 

• Africans were discriminated against social, political and economic 
affairs in South Africa. 

• The Bantustans increased racial segregation of the whites against 
Africans. 

• Many Africans were killed during the resistance towards the policy of 
Bantustans. 

• Africans were arrested, tortured and imprisoned as a result of the 
policy. 

• It led to loss of African independence due to denial of political rights in 
South Africa. 

• The policy of Bantustans led to disarmament of Africans to reduce 
African resistance. 

• The policy laid foundations for uprisings in South Africa like Sharpeville 
massacre in 1860 and Soweto uprising in 1876. 

• It led to over population in the Bantustans hence increasing pressure on 



land. 

• The policy led to the rise of African urbanization/Black towns e.g. 
Soweto. 

• It led to formation of political parties e.g. African National Congress, 
Pan African Congress. 

• It contributed to the rise of African nationalism.   

• It led to decline in agriculture due to loss of productive labor hence 
decline in food supply. 

• It contributed to unemployment on the side of Africans. 

THE REACTION/RESPONSE TOWARDS THE APARTHEID POLICY 
How did the Africans respond to Apartheid? 

• When Apartheid was introduced in 1948, it generated response both 
within South Africa and abroad. 

• Internally, 
• Africans did not welcome apartheid when it was introduced and they 

opposed it. 

• The majority of Africans reacted negatively against apartheid. 

• The response of the Africans towards Apartheid was in different forms, 
at first they used peaceful and later non-violent means to oppose it as 
noted below; 

• The Blacks formed mass political parties like the African National 
Congress in 1912 and Pan-African Congress (PAC) formed in 1959 by 
Robert Sobukwe to fight the practice. 

• There was industrial action in form of strikes by the Blacks aimed at 
weakening the economy of the Apartheid regime in South Africa. 

• The Africans organized demonstrations to capture international 
attention. For example, there was the Sharpeville demonstration of 
1960 as well as the Soweto demonstration of 1976. 

• They formed sabotage groups like Umkontho We-siziwe (spear of 
nation) and Poqo to attack government places like beaches, parks 
etc. to express their dislike to the regime. 

• Newspapers and magazines were written by Africans to oppose 
Apartheid e.g. “Mine Boy” by Peter Abrahams, “No Easy walk to 
Freedom” by Nelson Mandela. 

• The South African artistes also composed anti-Apartheid songs which 
mobilized the masses. For example, Lucky Dube, Chaka-Chaka and 
Brenda Fassie 



• They co-operated with non-whites like the Indians and the coloureds to 
oppose Apartheid. 

• They mobilized funds from Donors to facilitate their anti-Apartheid 
struggle. 

• Africans provoked police to arrest them so as to win International 
sympathy like in the Sharpeville demonstrations of 1906. 

• The African National Congress (ANC) declared a day of National 
mourning to remember the Sharpeville massacres of 1960 and the 
Soweto uprising of 1976. 

• The African students formed organizations to oppose Apartheid e.g. 
The National Union of South African Students (NUSAS) and the Black 
Consciousness movement (BCM). 

• African youth formed organizations to oppose Apartheid e.g. The South 
African Youth Congress. 

• The African workers formed secret organizations to oppose 
mistreatment like the Congress of South African Union. 

• They looked for assistance from some fellow African states like Egypt, 
Libya, Tanzania and Uganda. They even opened up training grounds in 
the above countries. 

• Africans boycotted the consumption of European goods to paralyze 
the White man’s economy in South Africa. 

• African women formed organizations e.g. Federation of African 
Women in 1954 and the Federation of Transvaal Women of 1960 to 
oppose Apartheid. 

• Some responded by demanding for the release of the political 
prisoners like Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu and Robert Sobukwe. 

• The South African nationalists co-operated with the communist 
countries like China and USSR. This helped them to get military support 
from the above countries. 

• The Anglican Church also rose up against the Apartheid government 
e.g. Bishop Desmond Tutu was against this policy in the 1980s. 

Externally, 

• The UNO intervened and opposed to racial segregation in South Africa. 

• The OAU also intervened in the struggle against Apartheid in South 
Africa. In 1974, it formed the South African Liberation Committee with 
its Headquarters in Dar-Es-Salaam. 



• The Southern African countries formed the Southern African 
Development Co-ordination Council (SADCC) in 1979 to weaken 
Apartheid. 

• The Blacks in USA under the spirit of Pan-Africanism put pressure on the 
President Jimmy Carter to stop the American multi-companies from 
investing in South Africa. 

• The Communist countries like USSR and China provided moral, financial 
and military assistance to the Africans in order to stop the capitalist 
advance into South Africa. 

• Some African countries provided sanctuaries and embassies to the 
South African nationalists e.g. Egypt, Libya, Uganda, Zimbabwe, 
Mozambique, Angola and Tanzania among others. 

• These countries also provided financial and military support and they 
included Egypt, Libya, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Angola and 
Tanzania among others. 

• The International Olympic Committee also banned South Africa from 
participating in all the Olympic Games in order to isolate her through 
sports. 

APARTHEID WARS OR UPRISINGS IN SOUTH AFRICA 
THE SHARPEVILLE MASSACRE OR DEMONSTRATION OF 1960 

• This demonstration is also popularly known as the anti-pass protest of 
1960 or the Sharpeville incident or uprising of 1960. 

• It took place on Monday 21st March 1960 in the black township of 
Sharpeville near Vereeniging city in Transvaal. 

• It occurred during the Apartheid regime led by Dr. Verwoerd who was 
the Prime Minister. 

• The protest was led by Robert Sobukwe, the leader of the Pan African 
Congress (PAC), a political party that he had formed in 1959. 

• However, both the members of the African National Congress (ANC) 
and the Pan African Congress (PAC) were involved in this 
demonstration. 

• It started when the demonstrators moved towards the police station of 
Sharpeville, a black township near Johannesburg in Transvaal and 
offered themselves for arrest. 

• The demonstrators were protesting the establishment of the Pass Laws 
which restricted the movement of the non-whites. 

• The Sharpeville police led by Lt. Colonel Piennar and Major Van Zyl 
panicked and ordered the shooting. This is when some protestors 



stoned Pienaar’s car and as a result, over sixty (60) innocent people 
died. 

CAUSES OF THE 1960 SHARPEVILLE MASSACRE 
What were the causes of the Sharpeville massacre of 1960? 

• The immediate cause was the introduction of the Pass Laws that 
required all the Africans to carry pass books containing their personal 
details e.g. name, tax code and employer details. 

• The passes also kept the Africans in the poor Bantustans which also 
annoyed them leading to the demonstration. 

• The pass laws also made the Africans second class citizens in their own 
country which forced them to stage a demonstration. 

• The poor housing conditions in Sharpeville town caused the protest e.g. 
several African families would be made to stay in a two roomed house 
meant for one family. 

• The high cost of living in Sharpeville town caused the protest i.e. there 
was an increase of the house rent in Sharpeville with no corresponding 
increase in wages. 

• The need for independence by the Africans from the Apartheid made 
them to stage a protest in Sharpeville in 1960. 

• The unfair education laws like the Bantu Education Act of 1953 as well 
as the Extension of Universities Education Act of 1959 which denied 
good education to the Africans annoyed them, hence forcing them to 
stage a protest. 

• The unfair labor laws which encouraged the enslavement of the 
Africans through forced labor also caused the Sharpeville protest of 
1960. 

• The lack of good social services like schools, hospitals and recreation 
centers by the Africans in Sharpeville town also caused the protest. 

• The need to react against the mistreatment and detention 
(imprisonment) of the Africans without trial by the Apartheid regime 
caused the demonstration. 

• The grabbing of the African land by the whites in South Africa also 
made the Africans to organize the protest in 1960. 

• The role of the South African nationalists caused the protest e.g. Robert 
Sobukwe mobilized and sensitized the Africans in Sharpeville town to 
rise up against the Apartheid regime. 

• The need to publicize the bad leadership of the Apartheid regime to 
the international community (outside world) made the Africans to 



stage the Sharpeville demonstration of 1960. 

• The successful protest of the women of the Orange Free State in 1920 
against the injustices of the whites against the Africans inspired the 
Sharpeville uprising. 

• The rampant killing of the Africans by the Apartheid regime also made 
the Africans to stage the Sharpeville protest of 1960. 

• It was also caused by the 1952 Defiance Campaign which called up 
on the Africans to go against the Apartheid policies in South Africa 
through trade boycotts, demonstrations and other forms of non-
cooperation with the Apartheid regime. 

• The rise of violence among the South African youths after the failure of 
peace in delivering change inspired them to stage the pass protest of 
1960. 

EFFECTS OF THE 1960 SHARPEVILLE MASSACRE 
How did the Sharpeville massacre affect the people of South Africa? 

• It resulted into throwing of stones at the policemen of which one hit 
Piennar which caused the police to panic and shot at the protestors. 

• It led to the death of the Africans e.g. sixty-nine (69) people were 
registered dead in Sharpeville town. 

• Over 180 Africans were wounded and injured during the Sharpeville 
protest. 

• The demonstrators were defeated and dispersed by the police. 

• The ring leaders of the protest were arrested and imprisoned e.g. 
Robert Sobukwe was sentenced to three years in prison. 

• A state of emergence was declared in South Africa. The Apartheid 
regime limited the political activities of the Africans like demonstrations 
as well as political rallies. 

• The African political parties like the African National Congress (ANC) 
and the Pan African Congress (PAC) were banned for staging the Anti-
pass protest. 

• It led to rise of militarism among Africans to fight for their freedom e.g. 
ANC formed Umkontho Wesizwe while PAC formed POQO which 
carried out bombing government facilities like banks, bridges and 
beaches. 

• It exposed the brutality of the Apartheid regime and this helped the 
Africans to attract international sympathy towards their liberation 
struggle. 



• The United Nations Organization (UNO) condemned the massacre and 
even declared 21st March every year as an international day to 
eliminate racial discrimination in the world. 

• It increased the African opposition against the whites i.e. the Africans 
increased their Defiance Campaign against the whites in South Africa. 

• It increased the mistreatment of the Africans by the whites. This 
therefore increased their misery and suffering. 

• It eliminated differences between ANC and PAC which created unity 
and togetherness so as to defeat the Apartheid regime in South Africa. 

• It inspired the outbreak of other uprisings staged towards the Apartheid 
regime e.g. the Soweto uprising of 1976. 

• It forced some African nationalists into exile to avoid being arrested 
and imprisoned by the Apartheid regime. 

• It increased the hatred between the whites and Africans in South 
Africa. 

• It led to the passing of the second General Law Amendment Act of 1st 
May 1960 which gave power to the authorities to continue detaining 
persons after serving their sentences. 

• The passes were suspended or abolished for some time by the 
Apartheid regime but later restored. 

• It increased the brutality of the white regime towards the Africans and 
many of them were killed. 

• It increased poverty among the Africans as many of them refused to 
go and work for the whites. 

• The protest forced some investors especially from Britain to withdraw 
their money and businesses from South Africa. This weakened the 
Apartheid regime economically. 

• Many protestors tore and burnt their pass books during the protest. 

• A lot of property like houses and government facilities in Sharpeville 
town were destroyed during the demonstration. 

THE SOWETO UPRISINGS OF 1976 
• The Soweto uprising was against the apartheid government led by 

Prime Minister John Vorster. 

• It occurred on 16th/June/1976 in the dirty African town of Soweto. 

• The uprising was started mainly by African students led by the 19-year-
old boy Mashinini. He was later joined by the coloureds, industrial 



workers and other people. 

• The demonstration was a reaction against the introduction of Afrikaans 
by the Apartheid regime as a medium of instruction in the Black 
schools. 

• They started when pupils of Orlando West Junior Secondary School 
started rioting or demonstrating. 

• The demonstrations soon spread to other towns like the Cape Town, 
East London and Port Elizabeth. 

• They went on up to September 1976. 

CAUSES OF THE SOWETO UPRISING OF 1976 
Explain the causes of the Soweto uprising of 1976. 

• The immediate cause was the introduction of the Afrikaans language 
as a medium of instruction in African schools in 1974. 

• The students also opposed the Bantu Education Act of 1953 as well as 
the Universities Extension Act of 1959 which had the following injustices; 

• The Bantu Education Act of 1953 emphasized that equality will not be 
extended to the African students. 

• It also emphasized imparting of the lowest technical and academic 
skills on to the Africans. This annoyed the Africans because it would 
deny the Africans better jobs. 

• The missionaries were also expelled from the African education which 
denied the Africans chance to get educated. 

• The law left the whites with the power to decide and control the 
direction of African education i.e. the whites who hated the Africans 
were to decide who to study, select the teachers and even the 
content to be taught. This annoyed the Africans. 

• It also emphasized the use of Bantu or local languages not English. This 
annoyed the Africans because it would keep them backward forever. 

• The above also increased the divisions among the Africans which 
further annoyed them. 

• It also reduced funding for African education which annoyed the 
Africans e.g. while the whites spent one hundred pounds on each 
white student, only six and half pounds were spent on an African 
student. 

• Even the classes were very congested with a very poor student-
teacher ratio of 72:1 by 1968. 

• The 1959 Universities Act, which created separate black universities with 



poor facilities, annoyed the Africans. 

• Such education acts were making the Africans second class citizens in 
their own country, hence forcing them to organize the Soweto uprising 
of 1976. 

• The poor conditions of living in Soweto town gave rise to gangs of 
tough children and adults who could not fear death e.g. Most of the 
houses had no electricity and running water. 

• The students and other Africans were annoyed by other inhuman 
apartheid policies e.g. forcing them to use passes or pass books. 

• The enslavement of Africans by the whites annoyed the Africans 
leading to the uprising. 

• The harsh government reaction to the initial demonstrations like the 
one at Sharpeville in 1960 made the Africans more violent, hence 
causing the Soweto uprising of 1976. 

• The role of the Black Conscious Movement (BCM) and its leader Steve 
Biko who mobilized Africans to rise up caused the Soweto 
demonstration of 1976. 

• The visit of Henry Kissinger, the American Secretary of State to South 
Africa in September 1976 caused more riots since the Americans had 
done nothing to help the Africans against the whites. 

• Unemployment in Soweto Township among the Africans forced them 
to rise up in 1976. 

• The influence of Bishop Desmond Tutu caused the demonstration i.e. 
he condemned the 1974 Education and Language laws which 
introduced Afrikaans in African schools thus encouraging Africans to 
rise up. 

• The oratory (good speaking skills) of the 19-year-old Mashinini, the 
leader of the demonstration encouraged the African students to rise 
up in Soweto in 1976. 

• The independence of Angola and Mozambique from Portuguese 
colonial rule in 1975 encouraged the Africans students in Soweto to rise 
up against the white injustices in South Africa in 1976. 

EFFECTS OF THE SOWETO UPRISINGS OF 1976 
What were the consequences of the Soweto uprising in 1976? 

• The urban councils which were restricting African rights were replaced 
by the community councils which gave the Africans more powers in 
managing their affairs. 

• The responsibility of controlling the black schools was shifted to the 



community councils, not the whites. 

• Annual anniversaries to remember the dead were to be conducted 
every 16th/July of the year. Up to the present today, 16th July is 
remembered all over Africa as the day of the African Child. 

• Apartheid based schools were attacked and destroyed by the 
Africans. 

• Black trade unions were formed by the African workers in Eastern 
Cape. 

• It led to massive loss of lives i.e. about 200 people were killed, including 
Hector Patterson who was only 13 years at the time of his killing. 

• Over one thousand people were injured during the demonstration. 

• Over 500 students demonstrated against the visit of USA Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger to South Africa in September 1976. 

• It led to the staging of a sit-down strike by Africans to remember the 
dead. 

• It led to the declaration of a state of emergence by the Minister of 
Defense in 1977, for three months. 

• It led to the banning of 13 anti-apartheid groups and two black 
newspapers by the government in October 1977 accused of inciting 
the students into demonstrations. These were “The World” and “The 
Weekend World”. 

• It led to the arrest and subsequent murder of Steve Biko and his Black 
Conscious Movement (BCM) was also banned. 

• It made some whites to start supporting the Africans e.g. over 300 white 
students from the Witwatersrand University demonstrated against the 
police brutality in Soweto. 

• It made the OAU to strongly condemn the Apartheid regime and also 
increased its support against it. 

• It also made the Frontline states to increase their fight against the 
Apartheid regime. 

• It also made the UNO to condemn the Apartheid regime in South 
Africa. 

• The demand to overthrow Apartheid policy became widespread and 
slogans like “down with Vorster”, “Let Vorster study Zulu” were heard 
more often. 

• It led to the adoption of violence after the failure of peaceful protests 



in the struggle against Apartheid e.g. many youths were smuggled out 
of South Africa for military training abroad. 

• Riots spread all over the country for example in Port Elizabeth, Cape 
Town, etc. 

• Films to popularize the African suffering were acted to honor the dead 
e.g. “Sarafina”. 

PROBLEMS/OBSTACLES TO THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE IN SOUTH AFRICA 
What problems did the Nationalists face in the struggle against Apartheid in 
South Africa? 

• The struggle against the Apartheid policy ended in 1994 with the 
attainment of freedom in South Africa. 

• The struggle took long to be completed because the Africans faced a 
number of obstacles. 

• The problems to South Africa’s liberation struggle worsened with the 
establishment of the 1910 Act of Union and went on up to 1994 when 
South Africa achieved independence. 

• The poor education system given to the Africans was an obstacle i.e. 
low-quality education and taught in their local languages. 

• The banning of African political parties by the Apartheid regime was a 
major obstacle. For example, in 1960 the ANC and PAC were banned. 

• The Nationalists were militarily weak to fight and over throw the 
Apartheid regime. 

• African struggle was weakened by the arrest, exiling and imprisonment 
of their leaders like Nelson Mandela and Robert Sobukwe. 

• The disunity and fighting within the anti-Apartheid groups delayed the 
struggle. The Africans were divided along tribal and ideological lines. 

• The assassination of the anti-Apartheid leaders like Steve Biko in prison 
in 1977 as well as Chris Hani was another factor. 

• The “divide and rule policy” that was introduced in South Africa by the 
whites also left the African communities divided. 

• The role of Chief Buthelezi, the leader of the Inkatha Freedom 
Movement promoted tribal nationalism of the Zulu. This delayed the 
liberation on the entire South Africa. 

• The Apartheid government had a strong spy network that enabled it to 
gather information about the operation of the Africans. 

• The support from USA and Canada to the Apartheid government also 
worked against African efforts towards independence. For example, 



they supported the Apartheid government in terms of arms and 
finance or money. 

• The establishment of strict Apartheid Laws or Acts delayed the struggle 
for freedom i.e. the laws were very oppressive. 

• The establishment of a strong aggressive police known as the South 
African Police was a major obstacle. For example, it used tear gas and 
guns to disperse the demonstrators. 

• The establishment of the Bantustans i.e. separate homes for Africans 
delayed the struggle 

• The delayed Independence of South Africa’s neighboring countries led 
to the survival of the Apartheid regime in South Africa. 

• The Cold War politics on the African continent delayed South Africa’s 
struggle for freedom as they mad Britain and USA to support the whites. 

• The weakness of the United Nations Organization (UNO) delayed South 
Africa’s struggle for freedom. 

• The existence of the conservative white leaders in South Africa who 
strongly believed in racism like Daniel Malan, John Vorster, Louis Botha 
and Dr. Verwoerd delayed the liberation struggle. 

• The military strength of the Apartheid regime also worked against the 
struggle. 

• The use of non – violent methods in the initial stages of the struggle was a major 
factor. 

• The rampant poverty and economic backwardness of the Africans led 
to the survival of the Apartheid regime in South Africa. 

• Africans also lacked good leadership since most leaders had been 
imprisoned and others were not trained in warfare. 

• The weakness of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) delayed the 
struggle for freedom in South Africa. For example, it was militarily weak. 

• The collaboration of some African countries with the Apartheid regime 
delayed the struggle. For example, Lesotho, Swaziland and Malawi. 

FACTORS THAT FACILITATED THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM IN SOUTH AFRICA 

Explain the factors that were responsible for the liberation of South Africa by 
1994. 

• The adoption of the military approach led to the defeat of the 
Apartheid regime. 



• The harsh Apartheid laws made the Africans more determined to 
liberate themselves. 

• The Independence of the neighboring countries like Angola and 
Mozambique in 1975, Zimbabwe in 1980 and Namibia in 1990 inspired 
the nationalists in South Africa to fight hard for their Independence. 

• UNO encouraged its member countries to stop relating with South 
Africa. 

• The collapse of the Triamvirate was another factor that led to the 
struggle for freedom in South Africa. 

• The role of the mass media. The newspapers as well as television 
stations and radios were used to expose the evils of the Apartheid 
regime which eventually weakened the government. 

• The role of Robert Sobukwe also led to the liberation of South Africa. For 
example, he formed a political party known as the Pan-African 
Congress in 1959. 

• The contribution of Nelson Mandela led the formation of the African 
National Congress (ANC) which struggled for freedom in South Africa. 

• The support from the communist countries like China and USSR led to 
the defeat of the Apartheid regime. 

• The role of the African liberation movements and their military wings like 
PAC with POQO led to the liberation struggle. 

• The end of Cold War politics in 1991 favoured the struggle for 
Independence in South Africa. 

• The rise of Fredrick De Clerk as the Umkhonto We Sizwe President of the 
South African Apartheid regime in 1989 was vital in the struggle for 
freedom in South Africa. 

• The role of the frontline states like Angola, Mozambique, Zambia and 
Tanzania was vital. For example, they offered military bases to the 
South African fighters. 

• The Common Wealth Countries led to the liberation of South Africa. For 
example, South Africa was banned from being a member of the 
Common Wealth Organization due to its Apartheid policy. 

• The role of the Anglican Church under Archbishop Desmond Tutu led to 
the end of Apartheid as he preached exposing its dangers. 

• The role of the white liberals in South Africa led to the defeat of the 
Apartheid regime. 

• The role of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) led to the defeat of 



Apartheid. 

THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (ANC) 

• This was the largest and well-known political organization in South 
Africa. 

• It was formed in 1912 as the South African Native Congress. 

• Later in 1935, it was renamed the African National Congress (ANC). The 
first president of the ANC was Doctor Zuma who was elected in 1940. 

AIMS OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (ANC) 

• It was formed to promote mutual understanding among the different 
races of people in South Africa namely, Africans, the coloureds and 
the whites. 

• It was formed to defend the rights of all the south Africans whose rights 
as human beings had been violated e.g. the right to live, associate 
and to determine their political destiny. 

• It was formed to provide a collective mouth piece to the Africans to air 
out their complaints both at national and international levels. 

• It was formed to fight for the independence of the black people in 
South Africa. 

• It was formed to fight for the economic equality of all races in South 
Africa. The whites restrict the blacks and coloureds to the position of a 
permanently low paid working which caused poverty. 

• It was formed to destroy white domination in the politics of South Africa 
by involving the blacks in the politics of their country. 

• It was formed to destroy the Apartheid policy in South Africa and put in 
place a democratic government that would represent the political 
views of all the races. 

• The Apartheid policy had made the Africans second class citizens in 
their own country. 

PROBLEMS FACED BY THE ANC 

• The ANC lacked enough funds since the majority of the Africans were 
very poor. 

• Some African countries like Malawi and Zaire refused to support the 
ANC and instead they supported the Apartheid regime. 

• They faced a problem of arrest and imprisonment of their leaders like 
Nelson Mandela, Albert Luthuli and Robert Sobukwe. 



• Many Africans were killed while rebelling against the Apartheid 
government e.g. in the famous the Sharpeville Massacre of 1960 and 
the Soweto Massacre of 1976. 

• Some leaders were forced into exile e.g. Oliver Thambo was exiled to 
Zambia. 

• The ANC lacked strong leaders especially before 1945 who could 
organize the party better. 

• They lacked grass root support before 1945 because majority of the 
Africans feared the reaction of the whites in case they joined the ANC. 

• Some leaders promoted tribal conflicts among the ANC members 
especially among the Zulu. 

• There was disunity within the ANC leadership for example the youth 
against the old, those who favored peace against violence. This 
weakened the party. 

• It suffered from problems of backwardness and illiteracy among the 
Africans. 

• Some big powers like USA and Canada supported the whites in South 
Africa against the Africans. 

• The Africans were subjected to many restrictions which made it difficult 
for the ANC to carry out its planned activities. 

• The ANC lacked effective military support to fight against the white 
regime. 

THE ROLE OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (ANC) IN THE LIBERATION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 
What contribution did the African National Congress make towards the 
liberation struggle in South Africa? 

• It played a major role in the struggle against Apartheid up to 1994 
when the policy collapsed as shown below; 

• It decampaigned the Apartheid laws which denied freedom to the 
Africans. For example, it denounced the law about pass books. 

• It adopted the non-violent approach towards Apartheid i.e. it used 
constitutional means to demand for an end to Apartheid. 

• The membership of the ANC which represented the interests of 
different groups in South Africa was also an advantage against 
Apartheid. 

• The ANC secured military and financial support from international 
organizations like the OAU and UNO which finally led to the collapse of 



Apartheid. 

• ANC adopted violence after the failure of peaceful means e.g. it 
formed a military wing known as the Umkontho Wesizwe or the “Spear 
of the Nation.” 

• It organized scholarships for the youths to study from abroad in 
countries like Libya, Tanzania, Uganda and Mozambique. 

• It also went ahead to establish schools for the African students who 
had been expelled from the white schools 

• In 1955, the ANC issued the Freedom Charter which called for the total 
freedom of all races which inspired the masses to rise up against the 
Apartheid regime. 

• It mobilized and sensitized the masses in South Africa about the need 
for independence thus leading to the liberation struggle. 

• The activities of ANC led to the arrest and imprisonment of its members 
like chief Albert Luthuli and Nelson Mandela etc. leading to the 
regime’s collapse. 

• The ANC groomed potential leaders of the liberation struggle like 
Walter Sisulu and Nelson Mandela who spear headed the liberation 
struggle in South Africa. 

• The ANC also participated in the multi-racial elections organized in 
April 1994 in which it scored a land slide victory. 

THE ORGANISATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU) 

• The Organization of African Unity (OAU) was formed in 1963 in Adis 
Ababa, Ethiopia. 

• By this time, Africans were divided along traditional lines, religions and 
political groups like Casablanca and Monrovia. 

• Casablanca had Ghana, Guinea, Mali, Morocco and Egypt. 

• Monrovia consisted of Liberia, Ivory Coast, Cameron, Senegal, Togo, 
Dahomey, Nigeria, Upper Velta, DRC, Central African Republic, 
Ethiopia and Liberia. 

• It was formed on the advice of Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia. 

THE OBJECTIVES/AIMS FOR ITS FORMATION 

• It was formed to promote the solidarity and unity of all African states. 

• To defend the independence of all African states 

• To eradicate all forms of colonialism or neo-colonialism from the 



continent 

• To defend the territorial integrity of all African states. 

• To promote international co-operation in respect of requirements of the 
United Nations Charter. 

• To promote the respect of human rights all over the continent. 

• To spear head economic development all over the continent as a 
check against neo-colonialism. 

• To fight against the policy of apartheid that had sprung the African 
continent. 

• To demand for the release of political prisoners like Nelson Mandela, 
Walter Sisulu etc. 

THE ROLE PLAYED BY OAU IN THE LIBERATION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
What was the role of OAU in the liberation of South Africa? 

• It played a major role in the liberation of South Africa as noted below; 

• It recognized political parties in South Africa like ANC and PAC which 
gave the Africans morale to fight against the Apartheid regime. 

• It put pressure on the European countries like France and Britain to stop 
supporting the racist government. 

• It established a Liberation Committee in 1974 based in Dar–es-salaam, 
Tanzania which looked for military and financial assistance to the Blacks. 

• It formed the Frontline states that were very instrumental in the 
liberation of South Africa. 

• It imposed economic sanctions of the South African government which 
weakened her economic stand by 1994.Its member states gave asylum 
to the South Africans who were persecuted by the Apartheid regime 
e.g. Oliver Tambo was hosted by Zambia while many others were 
hosted in Uganda, Libya and Egypt etc. 

• OAU member states trained the South African rebels who later 
launched attacks against the Apartheid regime. 

• OAU member states gave scholarships to the South Africans who had 
been expelled from the White man’s schools by the Apartheid regime. 

• OAU put pressure on the South African government to change the 
harsh Apartheid laws. 

• It demanded for the release of the political prisoners like Nelson 
Mandela, Walter Sisulu and Oliver Thembo among others. 



• It co-operated with the United Nations Organization in the struggle 
against Apartheid by appealing for moral and material support. 

• The OAU member states contributed money to support the struggle for 
independence in South Africa. 

• It isolated all countries that dealt with South Africa especially in Africa 
like Malawi under Kamuzu Banda. 

• The OAU member states that were formerly under Britain put pressure 
on the Common Wealth to expel South Africa from this organization. 

• It condemned the abuse of human rights in South Africa by the 
Apartheid regime. 

• OAU prohibited the movement of their citizens into South Africa by 
issuing pass ports with the words “All countries except south Africa.” 

• It put pressure on President De ‟clerk to end Apartheid which he finally 
accepted in 1994, thus leading to the liberation of South Africa. 

THE ROLE OF THE FRONTLINE STATES IN THE LIBERATION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
What contribution did the Frontline states make towards the liberation struggle 
in South Africa? 

• The Frontline states were independent African states which have a 
geographical proximity with South Africa. 

• They included Tanzania, Angola, Mozambique, Botswana, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. 

• These states played a big role as noted below; 

• They provided asylum to political refugees from South Africa. For 
example Oliver Thembo was hosted in Zambia. 

• They offered education facilities to the young South Africans who had 
fled in their country due to the harsh Apartheid laws. 

• They imposed a trade embargo on South Africa which weakened the 
economic stand of the Apartheid regime, hence leading to its collapse 
in 1994. 

• They offered training bases to the South African liberation movements 
like the African National Congress (ANC) and the Pan African Congress 
(PAC). 

• They put excessive pressure on De ‟Clerk’s government to introduce 
political reforms in South Africa. 

• They formed the South African Development Coordination Conference 
(SADCC) in 1979 which weakened the economic stand of South Africa. 



• They sought and welcomed the support and co-operation of other 
nationalists and world bodies like the United Nations Organization 
(UNO). 

• The independence of the Front-line states like Tanganyika in 1961 
Zambia in 1964 etc. inspired South African nationalists to struggle for 
theirs. 

• They helped to exchange intelligence information with the South 
African freedom fighters leading to the liberation of South Africa. 

THE ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANISATION (UNO) IN THE LIBERATION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 
What contribution did the United Nations Organization states make towards 
the liberation struggle in South Africa? 

• The United Nations Organization (UNO) was formed in October 1945 
after World War II at San Francisco, USA. 

• It replaced the defunct League of Nations that had failed to keep 
world peace. It had its headquarters in New York. 

• As a peace loving in the world, the UNO was anti-Apartheid in South 
Africa. 

• Therefore, it played a major role in the liberation of South Africa as 
noted below; 

• It provided a platform to the Africans both in South Africa and beyond 
to condemn the Apartheid regime in South Africa. 

• It ended diplomatic relations with South Africa in 1961 due its unfair 
Apartheid laws. 

• It set up a special committee against Apartheid in 1962 which looked 
for international support which helped to liberate South Africa. 

• It influenced the expulsion of South Africa from all international sporting 
activities like the Word Cup as well as the Olympic Games. 

• It adopted the international Convention or Treaty on eliminating all 
forms of racial discrimination in 1965. 

• In 1970, South Africa was excluded from the UNO General Assembly. 

• It set up a Trust Fund for South Africa’s publicity to fight Apartheid. 

• It recognized the two liberation movements in South Africa i.e. the ANC 
and PAC. This gave Africans morale to fight against the Apartheid 
regime. 

• It condemned the indiscriminative killings of innocent civilians during 
the Soweto demonstration of 1976. 



• It approved and financed conferences that were organized to lay 
strategies for the liberation of South Africa. For example, it financed the 
1967 conference in Zambia. 

• It demanded for the release of political prisoners. Nelson Mandela was 
released in 1990 which greatly contributed to the liberation of South 
Africa. 

• It collaborated with the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in the 
struggle against Apartheid. For example, they offered financial 
assistance to the freedom fighters. 

• It imposed economic sanctions on South Africa in 1962 that weakened 
the economic stand of the Apartheid regime. 

• It imposed an arms embargo on South Africa and called upon its 
member countries not to sell arms to the Apartheid regime. 

• The UNO mediated talks between the Apartheid government and the 
armed groups like ANC which finally led to the collapsed of the 
Apartheid. 

• It sent observer teams to monitor elections for majority rule in 1994. As a 
result, the blacks became victorious under Nelson Mandela. 

• This finally marked the end of Apartheid rule in South Africa. 

ROLE OF PERSONALITIES IN THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE OF SOUTH AFRICA 

NELSON MANDELA 

What was the contribution of Nelson Mandela in the struggle for the liberation 
of South Africa? 

• Nelson Mandela was born in Umtata in Transkei on 18th July 1918. 

• His father Mgadla Mandela was the principal councilor to the 
paramount chief of the Thembu tribe known as David Dalindyebo 

• The many cases that came before the chief’s court influenced him to 
become a lawyer. 

• He received his primary education at a local mission school. 

• His secondary education was at a Wesleyan mission school in Harold 
town. 

• He later joined Fort Hare University College for a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree. 

• While there, he was a member of the student’s representative council. 

• When he participated in a student’s protest at the University, he was 



suspended. 

• He went to Johannesburg where he completed his Bachelor of Arts 
Degree by correspondence. In Johannesburg, he started studying for 
his Bachelor of Laws Degree. 

• In 1942, he entered politics by joining the African National Congress 
(ANC). 

• At the peak of World War II, Mandela and a small group of youths in 
ANC met under the leadership of Lembedde. 

• The other members included William Nkomo, Walter Sisulu and Oliver 
Thembo. 

• They started with sixty (60) members while residing in the Rand. 

• The aim of these 60 youths was to turn ANC into a mass political party 
with support from the peasants, workers and the uneducated of both 
the rural and urban areas. 

• Mandela and these youths emphasized radical nationalism and thus 
formed the African National Congress Youth League (ANCYL). 

• Mandela’s hard work led to his election as Secretary General of the 
Youth League in 1947. 

• He was behind the program of action passed in the 1949 Annual 
Conference of the ANC which emphasized boycott, strike, civil 
disobedience and non-cooperation. This was after the victory of the 
Boer Nationalist Party under Dr. Malan in 1948. 

• In 1950, he joined the National Executive Committee of ANC. 

• He played an important role in issuing a policy document demanding 
for equal land distribution, trade union rights, education and culture. 

• In 1952, he was elected national volunteer in chief of the ANC 
Defiance Campaigns against the unfair Apartheid laws. He therefore 
travelled all over the country organizing resistance to the discriminatory 
laws. 

• As a result of the defiance campaigns, he was charged and convicted 
of breaking the Suppression of Communism Act and given a 
suspended prison sentence. 

• After the defiance campaigns, he was banned from attending any 
gathering and confined to Johannesburg for six months. 

• It was during this confinement that he concentrated on his law 
profession and was fully admitted to the profession. 



• Earlier the ANC had honored him by electing him to the presidency of 
both the very influential ANCYL and the Transvaal region of ANC at the 
end of 1952. 

• The above honor enabled him to become the Deputy President of 
ANC. 

• While in his law practice, he helped many people with land problems 
and those breaking the various Apartheid laws. 

• Due to the legal assistance he extended to the poor and helpless 
Africans, the Apartheid regime chased him away from the town to an 
area where his clients could not easily reach him. 

• In 1952, he was at the head of formulating a plan to ensure that the 
ANC remained in contact with the people through organizing public 
meetings. 

• He strongly opposed the Bantu Education Act of 1953. 

• In the late 1950s, he turned his attention towards the exploitation of 
labor, the press laws, the Bantustans policy and the Universities Act of 
1959. It was such activities that made him in the 1950s a victim of 
torture by the Apartheid regime. 

• After the Sharpeville demonstration of 1960, Mandela who was still on 
trial for treason was detained. 

• In 1961, the treason trial failed and ANC was banned from operation. 

• From then onwards, Mandela became the most important figure in 
ANC leadership since his underground branches became very 
important in the face of this ban. 

• In March 1961, 1,400 delegates met in Pietmaritzburg to map out a 
future for South Africa and Mandela was the key note speaker. 

• At the conference, he warned the Apartheid regime that unless it 
involved all in people in the politics of their country, he was going to 
organize a general strike which he later did. 

• He therefore moved all over the country disguising on many occasions 
to avoid being arrested. 

• It was this successful dodging of police arrest that got him the name 
the Black Pimpernel. 

• In 1961, together with his friends formed the Spear of the Nation 
(Umkontho Wesizwe) an armed wing of the ANC of which Nelson 
Mandela was the commander in chief. 

• In 1962, he left the country secretly and attended military training in 



Algeria and many conferences like the Pan African Congress of 1963 in 
Ethiopia. 

• While out of the country, he arranged for the training of the ANC 
freedom fighters in friendly countries like Tanganyika. 

• When he returned to south Africa, he was charged for unlawfully 
leaving the country and inciting strikes and therefore he was given five 
years imprisonment. 

• While serving his sentence, he was charged in the Rivonia trial with 
sabotage. 

• He was sentenced for life imprisonment on the notorious Robben Island 
prison off the Cape Town coast. 

• While in prison, he received offers of freedom in exchange of his 
relaxation against the Apartheid regime but he refused. 

• On 11th February 1990, he was released and assumed the Presidency 
of the ANC in 1991 at the National Conference. When he was released, 
he suspended the armed struggle. 

• In 1993, he accepted the noble prize on behalf of all the South 
Africans. 

• On 10th May 1994, he led the ANC into power following his victory in 
the first multi-racial elections in South Africa. 

• In June 1999, he retired from public life and he died on 2nd December 
2013. 

EFFECTS OF THE GERMAN RULE ON SOUTH AFRICA 

• There was German declaration of a Protectorate over South West 
Africa in 1884. 

• German presence/occupation provoked mixed reactions from the 
African chiefs. 

• There rule increased disunity between the Nama and Herero over their 
varied responses. 

• The Nama Chief hated Herero’s earlier collaboration with the Germans. 

• The Herero lost land to the Germans due to the rule imposed by the 
Germans. 

• There were increased German settlers in South West Africa e.g. by 1913 
there were 14,500 Germans settlers in Namibia. 

• The Germans rule led to grabbing thousands of acres of Herero grazing 



land South of the boundary. 

• The rule led to the outbreak of the Herero boundary war in March 1896. 
The Herero who opposed to land policy were defeated. 

• The captured Herero went to Windhoek to work as prisoners of war. 

• It led to loss of cattle due to German dubious acts e.g. unfair trade, 
credit resettlement and scientific means. 

• Africans were forced to sell more land to the Germans settlers to pay 
their debt. 

• It emanated into displacements of Africans resulted as their country 
was divided into white controlled areas. 

• Africans lived a miserable life characterized by diseases and 
overcrowding. 

• There was mal-German rule in South West Africa e.g. murder, 
imprisonment and public flogging, etc. 

• Africans were made poor and poorer due to loss of land and cattle. 

• The rule led to destruction of the Herero pastoral economy e.g. trade in 
Agriculture. 

• The German rule resulted into over taxation of Africans. 

• There were increased missionary activities in South West Africa 
(Namibia). 

• The rule led to loss of African culture e.g. traditional worship, dress 
code, initiation ceremonies, etc. 

• It resulted into the spreading and converting of Africans into 
Christianity. 

• It led to introduction of formal education in South Africa i.e. teaching 
Africans how to read and write. 

• African traditional religious men e.g. Starman came up to challenge 
the Germans. 

• The German rule led to the outbreak of Nama-Herero uprising of 1904-
1907. 

• There was depopulation as three quarters of the Herero and half of the 
Nama were killed. 

• It led to growth of African Nationalism as the Nama joined the Herero 
to fight for their freedom and independence. 



• African chiefs fled to the neighboring countries following the Nama-
Herero uprising e.g. Samuel Maherero escaped to Transvaal and died 
in 1923, Jacob Morenga fled to Bechuanaland and in 1909 agreed to 
remain there. 

• It resulted into the death of some African chiefs e.g. Hendrick Witbooi 
(Nama) Nikodemus and Kahimema (Herero) were killed in action. 

• It led to the introduction of harsh reforms by the Germans to silence the 
Africans. 

• A pass system was set up to forbid African movement. 

• Chiefdoms were abolished in Namibia as a result of the German rule. 

• The rule increased the enslavement of Africans on German farms. 

• Communication and infrastructure development came up e.g. roads, 
railway, hospitals, etc. 

• More incentives were offered to the German settlers to come and 
settle in Namibia. 

• Africans lost their dignity as they were made second class citizens. 

• There was development of trade between Africans and the Germans 
at the coast. 

• There was development of dependence system among Africans i.e. 
Africans started depending on the whites. 

• There was introduction of new crops e.g. cotton, coffee the 
sugarcane. 
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