
PART TWO: STUDIES IN DEVELOPMENT 

REGION TWO: RHINELANDS 

THE RHINELANDS 

The term Rhineland is used to refer to a region in Europe which is drained by the Rhine River 
and its tributaries. The region is sometimes referred to as the Rhine basin, the Rhineland is 
composed of countries and this include Switzerland, Germany, Netherlands, Belgium, and 
Luxembourg 

SWITZERLAND 

Switzerland is a small country located in central Europe between latitudes 45 degrees north to 49 
degrees north and longitudes 6 degrees east to 10 degrees east. 

It is a land locked country bordered by four countries and these are Germany in the north, Italy I 
n the south, France to the west and Austria to the North West. 

It covers a total land area of 4290kilometer squared which is only about 17% of Uganda’s area. 

The population of Switzerland is composed of people of mainly French, Italians and German 
origins. Basing to this composition, the swizz people speak a number of languages which are 
considered official languages of the country. 

Switzerland is divided into three physical/relief regions namely 

1. The swizz alps-60% 

2. The swizz central plateau-30% 

3. The jura-10% 

Each of these relief division has clearly different geological characteristics. 

A SKETCH MAP OF SWITZERLAND SHOWING THE RELIEF/PHYSICAL 
DIVISIONS. 

NB: LEAVE MORE THAN HALF A PAGE FOR THE MAP. 

1. THE SWISS ALPS (ALPINE REGION) 

The Swiss Alps make up 60% of the total land area of Switzerland. This region is generally 
mountainous and the least populated. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ALPS 

-It is composed of complex fold mountain ranges running from North east to south west  

-The mean altitude is approximately 1700m above sea level. 

-There is permanent snow which accumulates on top of mountains. 



-There are numerous glacial features on mountain slopes such as arêtes, pyramidal peaks, 
cirques, hanging valleys-shaped valleys. 

-The region is generally ragged with ridges separated by valleys. 

-It is the least populated region in the Alpine. 

IMPORTANCE OF ALPS 

-The region act as a water catchment area for rivers through the melting of snow. 

-It promotes tourism through the beautiful scenery of glaciated features hence earning revenue to 
the country. 

-It supports the growth of coniferous forest which promote lumbering. 

-Rivers originating from the mountains have waterfalls which are used   produce hydroelectric 
power for both domestic and industrial purposes. 

-There is gold mining in the region which provides employment opportunities to the people. 

-It supports arable farming on the lower slopes especially the growth of fruits and grapes. 

-Livestock farming is also carried out on the foot of mountains due to the presence of pasture. 

REASONS WHY THE ALPS IS LEAST POPULATED 

-Harsh climatic conditions in winter with temperature falling below zero degrees which scare 
away settlement. 

-Rugged relief making settlement difficult. 

-Steep slopes and rugged land scape in the construction of transport routes making the region 
remote and inaccessible. 

-Occurrence of landslides which scare away human settlement. 

-Thin and infertile soils which don’t support crop farming. 

2. THE SWISS PLATEAU. 

The Swiss plateau covers 30% of the total land area of Switzerland .It has an average altitude of 
580m above sea level and it is generally flat with rolling hills. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF SWISS PLATEAU. 

-The region extends from Lake Geneva to Lake Constance. 

-It is made of sediments which are washed and deposited from the mountain regions. 

-It consists of gentle slopes with fertile alluvial soils. 

-The average altitude is 580m above sea level. 



-It contains large lakes in Switzerland such as Geneva, Constance and Zurich. 

IMPORTANCE OF SWISS PLATEAU. 

-Crop farming/arable farming especially fruits due to fertile alluvial soils. 

-Livestock farming especially dairy production. 

-Development of mining industry due to the minerals such as petroleum, coal etc 

-Development of industries due to the presence of raw materials. 

-Tourism due to the presence of important tourist resort centers eg Zurich, Geneva. 

-Human settlement due to the presence of fertile soils and relatively flat land scape. 

3. JURA 

The Jura is the smallest physical divisions in Switzerland .It covers only 10% of the total land 
area of the country. 

It is a low mountain range running along the western part the country. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF JURA. 

-It is made of young folding mountains with parallel synclines and anticlines. 

-Its average height is 750m above sea level. 

-The rocks are mainly limestone which are permeable. 

-There are variety of karst sceneries such as caves, pillars, solution lakes etc 

-The north region has flat topped plateau. 

IMPORTANCE OF THE JURA. 

-It supports dairy farming. Dairy products such as milk butter, cheese, yoghurt are obtained 

-It supports the tourist the industry due to the presence of karst scenery and many tourist resorts. 

-There is mining of salt in the valleys. 

-It has manufacturing centers for pharmaceutical products. 

-Lumbering due to the presence of forests (pine trees) in the low hills. 

A SKETCH MAP OF SWITZERLAND PHYSICAL REGIONS, RIVERS, LAKES AND 
URBAN CENTRES. 
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THE INFLUENCE OF RELIEF ON LAND USE IN SWITZERLAND. 

High relief of the Alps (mountains) offer beautiful sceneries such as snowcapped peaks and 
glacial features which promote tourism. 

Mountain areas are suitable for sporting activities such as mountaineering, skiing and skating. 

The Alps region has a narrow gorges and hanging valleys which have water falls used in the 
generation of hydro-electric power. 

The rugged mountainous areas have meandering transport routes such as roads and railway lines  

The gentle relief (relatively flat land scape) of the Swiss plateau is suitable for arable farming, 
industrialization and settlement. 

The rugged areas of the Alps limit areas for crop farming and settlement. 

The central plateau areas have basins which contain lakes that promote fishing and attract a 
variety of tourist activities such as boat riding, game fishing 

The jura region has simple mountain ranges which are rather flattened to support growing of 
pastures.  

PROBLEMS FACING LAND USE IN SWISS PLATEAU. 

Over utilization of land leading to soil erosion/exhaustion hence low yields. 

Coldness during winter affecting production of workers  

Freezing during winter for three month limiting agricultural activities. 

High cost of production due to the regular application of fertilizers etc. 

Seasonal flooding which destroys crops and block transport routes. 

Short growing period with the growth of low maturity crops. 

Limited labour supply due to low population. 

MEASURES BEING TAKEN TO ADDRESS THE PROBLEMS FACING LAND USE IN 
SWISS PLATEAU. 

Proper physical planning for equitable allocation of land for various economic activities 

Application of fertilizers in the farms to improve on the soil fertility. 

Growing of fast and quick crop maturing varieties. 

Planting of crops under green house to overcome winter freezing which destroys crops. 

Carrying out specialization and commercialization of agricultural activities to reduce on the 
effects of high production costs. 



Acquisition of soft credits/loans from financial institutions to enable them meet the production 
costs. 

Spraying of crops with pesticides to control pests and diseases. 

Construction of dams and embankments to overcome seasonal floods 

Regular dredging/desilting of the river beds to overcome siltation which causes floods 

Immigrant labour to overcome the problems of labour shortage. 

Use of machines (mechanization) in most of the activities such as farming to overcome labour 
shortage. 

TOURISM INDUSTRY IN SWITZERLAND 

Tourism is a very important industry in Switzerland. It started in the 18th century with a few 
European travelers who admired the beauty of the alpine scenery. To date the tourist industry is 
one the most important industries in Switzerland, it’s a classic example of a country which has 
been able to minimize the disadvantages and limitation of nature and successfully turn them into 
fortunes (advantages) 

Most of the foreign tourists to Switzerland come from countries such as German, France, British, 
and japan, Italy, Netherlands and USA 

TOURIST ATTRACTIONS IN SWITZERLAND 

Most of the tourist attractions are found in the Alps and the Swiss plateau. 

Tourist attractions in Alps 

-Snowcapped mountains (abundant snow and mountain slopes) 

-Beautiful scenery of glaciated features such as Arêtes, pyramidal peaks, cirques etc  

-Snow games/sports such as skiing and skating 

-Cascading water falls 

-Rivers which derive their water from melting ice. 

-Mountain climbing (mountaineering) 

-Hot air ballooning in summer 

TOURIST ATTRACTIONS IN THE SWISS PLATEAU 

-Clear blue lakes and rivers 

-sunbathing along the beaches during sunny days in summer. 

-Sports activities in lakes and rivers such as swimming, game fishing and boat racing. 

Other tourist attractions 



-Various vegetation types consisting of coniferous and deciduous forests and shrub vegetation. 

-Industries of interest. 

-Historical sites. 

-Museums and public libraries containing ancient art and history. 

TOURIST RESORTS 

A tourist resort is a place which attract large numbers of holiday makers and has special facilities 
to look at them. 

In Switzerland there are both summer and winter resorts. The summer resorts include Geneva, 
Lausanne, Bern, Zurich, St.Gallen, Lucerne etc. 

The winter resort include the following Davos, St.Moritz, Murren, Lugarno, Zermatt, Montreu, 
Locarno 

TOURIST ACTIVITIES IN SWITZERLAND 

Tourists involved Switzerland are always involved in different activities during summer and 
winter. 

 The summer activities include sun bathing, game fishing, swimming, boat racing, watching clear 
blue lakes and rivers, Mountaineering 

The winter tourist activities are: ice skiing, ice skating, watching and filming glaciated scenery. 

A SKETCH MAP OF SWITZERLAND SHOWING THE TOURIST RESORT 
CENTRES. 

NB: LEAVE MORE THAN HALF A PAGE FOR THE MAP. 

FACTORS WHICH HAVE FAVOURED THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE TOURIST 
INDUSTRY IN SWITZERLAND. 

Existence of numerous tourist attractions especially during summer and winter eg glaciated 
features, sun bathing etc. 

Switzerland’s location in the heart of Europe making it easy to be accessed by tourists coming 
from European countries. 

Government policy of neutrality in international affairs/politics which has ensured peace and 
harmony with all countries and nationalities hence attracting tourists all over the world. 

High level of the Swiss hospitality in the world. The Swiss are always welcoming, friendly and 
willing to serve the visitors (tourist). 

Diversity of international languages spoken in Switzerland such as English, French, Latin, 
German and Spanish enabling easy communication by tourists. 



Well-developed transport network systems enabling tourists to reach the various tourist 
attractions e.g. electrified train, cable cars etc. 

Well-developed modern financial and banking systems which enables easy payment for the 
services by tourists e.g. electronics money transfer, online banking credit cards etc. 

Well-developed accommodation facilities ranging from camp sites to executive hotels which are 
on international standards e.g. Five star hotel. 

Large sums of capital to invest in the tourist industry provided by the government and private 
investors. 

Well trained and skilled labour that offer quality services to the tourists eg guides, drivers, 
cooks/chefs, managers etc. 

Intensive advertisement through newspapers, magazines, internet and television that provide 
information about the existing tourist attractions and services offered. 

Efficient travel agency/companies that organize tour packages on a very large scale hence 
reducing the cost of travel and stay. 

Presence of many international organization such as world health organization, Red Cross, FIFA, 
ILO etc hence attracting many international diplomats and guests. 

THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE TOURIST INDUSTRY TO SWITZERLAND. 

Tourism is an invisible export which earns foreign exchange for the country used for the 
development purposes. 

It has created employment opportunities for the Swiss people such as hotel managers, tourist 
guides, tour brokers, drivers etc leading to improved standards of living. 

It has led to the development of infrastructure such h as hotels, transport routes and 
entertainment centers leading to improved welfare of the people. 

It has promoted the growth of towns (tourist resorts) such as Zurich, Davos, Geneva, Locarno etc 
which have modern facilities for people. 

It has of t led to economic use regions/areas which would otherwise be wasted areas 
(unproductive) eg the ragged and glaciated areas of the Alps. 

It’s a source of revenue for the government through taxes imposed on hotels, tour agencies and 
employees enabling government to provide social services for the people. 

It has led to economic diversification through providing an alternative source of income to the 
people and revenue for the government. 

It has promoted the development of light manufacturing industries which produce items bought 
by the tourists such as watches, cameras, binoculars. 



It has created international relationships with other countries especially Switzerland and other 
countries in the world leading to peace, stability and harmony. 

The tourist industry has brought Switzerland to international fame and recognition. 

PROBLEMS FACING THE TOURIST INDUSTRY IN SWITZERLAND. 

Congestion of the tourist facilities due to a great number of tourists leading to inadequate 
services offered. 

Accidents especially during winter sports e.g. ice skating and skiing leading to loss of lives. 

Movement of large mass of ice down the slopes and that movement due to warmer temperature 
causes loss of lives of people  

Competition with other countries as tourist destinations leading to reduced number of tourists. 

Global warming i.e. increased temperature which affect hence glaciation on mountains hence 
reducing on the number of tourists. 

Rugged terrain in the Alps limits accessibility to some areas. 

Severe cold winter which discourages tourist to reach some areas especially Swiss Alps. 

Insecurity caused by people who pretend to be tourists. 

Rampant spread of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) e.g. HIV/AIDS leading to loss of lives 
of both the tourists and people of Switzerland. 

Competing land uses leading to reduced resources invested in the tourist industry. 

Over utilization of resources such as water and power by the big number of tourists leading to 
scarcity. 

COMPARISON BETWEEN TOURIST SECTOR OF EAST AFRICA AND 
SWITZERLAND. 

Both East Africa and Switzerland are well known tourist destinations in the world. Whereas both 
regions attract tourist, it is interesting to note that the attractions are in many cases different 

TOURIST ATTRACTIONS IN EAST AFRICA. 

The main tourist attractions in East Africa include the following. 

1. Wildlife (Animals and birds) examples  

Elephants, lions, zebras etc. 

Birds-Crested crane, Flamingoes etc 

2. Climate e.g. hot tropical climate which attracts tourist from colder regions during winter 
seasons. 



3. Relief features e.g. Mountains both block and volcanic, rift valleys 

4. Drainage features e.g. –Lakes, rivers, water falls, hot springs 

5. Coastal features e.g. coral reefs, beaches, cliffs etc. 

6. Historical sites e.g. fort Jesus in Mombasa, kasubi tombs in Uganda 

7. Cultural e.g. traditional dances, traditional ceremonies like circumcision, traditional dressing, 
and traditional foods. 

8. Local hand crafts e.g. wood curving, hats, mats, baskets, pots etc 

9. Natural vegetation e.g. equatorial rain forests, savannah grasslands 

10. Zero degrees latitude (Equator) 

11. Museums. 

TOURIST ATTRACTIONS IN BOTH EAST AFRICA AND SWITZERLAND. 

1. Zero latitude 

2. Tropical climate 

3. Equatorial vegetation 

4. Rift valley 

5. Coastal features 

6. Variety of wild life. 

REASONS FOR LOW DEVELOPED TOURIST INDUSTRY IN EAST AFRICA 

Both East Africa and Switzerland are both tourist destinations in the world. 

In terms of development however the tourist sector of East Africa is less developed than that of 
Switzerland. 

The following factors/reasons to explain why the tourist sector is less developed. 

East Africa is far away from the major tourist sources in Europe and North America. 

Poorly developed internal transport network which limits accessibility to the tourist historical 
sites. 

Poorly developed hotels/accommodation which don’t meet international standards. 



Lower level of advertisement which makes the could be tourists   not aware of the various 
attractions and services offered. 

Hostile tribes or unfriendly societies in the region who scares away tourists e.g. Masai in Kenya 
and Tanzania, Karamajongs in Uganda. 

Political instability in the region which scares away tourists e.g. ADF in Rwenzori region and 
former LRA. 

Existence of poachers and encroachers who destroy wild life (flora and fauna), the main tourist 
attractions in East Africa. 

Existence dangerous pests and diseases e.g. mosquitoes (causes malaria) and tsetse flies (causing 
sleeping sickness) hence scaring tourists. 

Limited skilled labour to manage the tourist industry. 

Low level of technology examples in the banking sector and advertisement. 

Limited capital to invest in the development of the tourist industry. 

AGRICULTURE IN SWITZERLAND 

Agriculture which is the growing of crops (arable farming) and rearing of animals (livestock 
farming) is one of the oldest economic activities in Switzerland. About 40% of the total land area 
is used for agricultural purposes. 

ARABLE FARMING 

Arable farming refers to the growing of crops only.  

In Switzerland, crop farming is mainly carried out in the Swiss plateau and some limited areas in 
the Jura and alps.it accounts for about 10.6% of the total land area. 

The crops grown include 

1. Grains/cereals: Wheat, Barley, Corn, Oats, Rice, Rye 

2. Vegetables: Tomatoes, Carrots, Onions, Celery, Cabbages, Beetroot, Pepper (Green and Red) 

3. Fruits: Apples, Apricots, Cherries, Peaches, Grapes, Plums, Oranges 

4. Fodder crops: Alfalfa, Hay 

5. Others: Potatoes, Sugar beet. 

Some of these crops are grown under a practice called market gardening in urban centers. 



MARKET GARDENING 

This refers to the growing of crops around urban for commercial purposes. The major crops 
grown are fruits and vegetables. 

In Switzerland, it is commonly carried out in the major towns within the Swiss plateau. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF MARKET GARDENING 

A small piece of land is cultivated. 

Vegetables and fruits are the major crops grown  

Crops grown are for commercial purposes 

Farm products are sold while still fresh 

Fertilizers and manures are applied to improve on soil fertility on the farms. 

Farms are highly mechanized (use of machines) 

Irrigation is practiced to enable crop growth throughout the year. 

It is capital intensive i.e. it requires a lot of capital. 

Farm products are highly demanded in urban centers. 

CONDITIONS WHICH HAVE FAVOURED ARABLE FARMING IN SWITZERLAND. 

Availability of large pieces of land within the Swiss plateau for establishing the Swiss farm. 

Fertile alluvial soils washed and deposited from the highland areas of the Alps and the jura 
leading to high crop yields. 

Relatively flat land scape in the Swiss plateau which enables the easy use of machines on the 
farm. 

Sufficient rainfall suitable for crop growth. 

Warm temperature in the summer which are suitable for crop growth. 

Large volumes of water from available rivers such as Aare, Rhine and Rhone for irrigation 
purposes. 

Large sums of capital to invest farming in areas such as buying fertilizer, pesticides, building of 
green houses  



Large and ready market for crops both at home and abroad. 

Well-developed transport network for marketing crops in various urban centers and abroad. 

Sufficient power supply for running agro-based industries e.g. beverages industries, breweries, 
flour millers. 

Advanced technology used in farming activities e.g. ploughs used for ploghing farms and green 
houses. 

High level of research to improve on crop varieties, control of pests and diseases, quality of the 
soil. 

Supportive government policy which promotes farming e.g. giving of soft credits to farmers, 
providing advisory services to farmers.etc. 

PROBLEMS FACING ARABLE FARMING IN SWITZERLAND. 

Limited land for further expansion of farm land. 

Soil exhaustion due to over cultivation leading to low crop yields 

Short growing period which limits the growing of crops that take long to mature. 

Severe soil erosion due to mountainous land scape leading to thin an d infertile soils hence low 
crop yields are realized. 

High cost of production due to scientific methods of farming used e.g. green house 

Pests and diseases which attack an destroys crops leading to low crop yields 

Inadequate rainfall especially during winter leading to crop failure. 

Price fluctuation which discourages farmers. 

Occurrences of frost which affects crop growth leading to low yields. 

Stiff competition from other European farming countries leading to low prices 

Shortage of labour due to low population leading to low production. 

 

MEASURES/STEPS BEING TAKEN TO SOLVE THE PROBLEMS FACING ARABLE 
FARMING IN SWITZERLAND. 

Levelling of rugged areas and simple hills to create farm land. 



Application of fertilizers and manures on farm land to improve on soil fertility. 

Practicing crop rotation to enable soils restore its fertility for improved crop yields. 

Planting of trees especially in hilly areas and mountain slopes to control soil erosion. 

Spraying of crops with pesticides/chemicals to control pests and diseases. 

Growing of disease resistant crop varieties. 

Production of quality crop products which can compete favorably and fetch better prices in the 
market. 

Export of the excess crop products to expand on the market. 

Carrying market research in order to create a wider market for crop products. 

Making use of immigrants labour to overcome labour shortage. 

Use of machines (mechanization) in most of the farm activities such as ploughing and harvesting 
to overcome labour shortage. 

Growing of quick/fast maturing crop varieties to overcome winter frost. 

Early crop planting to enable crops mature before winter month  

Planting of crops under green houses to overcome winter frost which destroys crops. 

Use of irrigation to supplement on rain fall for crop growth. 

Acquisition of soft loans to meet the high production costs example building of green houses. 

Carrying out specialization and commercialization of agricultural activities to reduce on the 
effects of high cost of production. 

CONTRIBUTION OF ARABLE FARMING TO THE ECONOMY OF SWITZERLAND. 

It’s a source of foreign exchange through the export of the crop products hence facilitating 
foreign trade. 

It has created employment opportunities for the Swiss people leading to improved standards of 
living of the people. 

It’s a source of government revenue through taxes imposed on agro-based industries and 
employees which enables government to provide social services to the people. 

It’s a source of income to farmers which enables them to improve on their standards of living. 



It has promoted the growth of urban centers with modern facilities to the e people. 

It has promoted the growth of agro based industries such as beverages and d breweries and flour 
millers hence creating more employment opportunities to the people. 

It has ensured food sufficiency to feed the population hence reducing the country’s expenditure 
on the importation of food products. 

It has led to economic diversification through creating an alternative source of incomes for 
people and revenue for government for providing social services. 

It has promoted international relationship between Switzerland and those countries which impact 
her crop products hence attracting more investments in the country. 

LIVE STOCK FARMING IN SWITZERLAND 

Livestock farming refers to the keeping of animals and poultry .The animals kept mainly include 
cattle, goats, sheep and pigs. Poultry birds are mainly chicken for eggs production (layers) and 
meat production (broilers). 

In Switzerland, cattle are the main animals kept especially for diary. Dairy farming is practiced 
in the Swiss plateau and in the Alps region. However because of its highland meadows (open 
habitat or field), the alpine region has more diary/cattle farms than any other part of the country. 

The dairy cattle kept include: Jersey, Guernsey, Swiss brown, Friesian 

The cattle products obtained include: milk, cheese, butter, beef, yoghurt, hides 

Most of the dairy farms are located near big urban centers such as Geneva, Basel, Bern, Zurich, 
Interlaken, Locarno etc. 

FACTORS FAVOURING LIVESTOCK/DAIRY FARMING IN SWITZERLAND. 

Extensive large land area especially in the Alps region for animal rearing. 

Relatively low lying relief especially in the Swiss plateau which enables easy movement of 
animals while grazing. 

Plenty of pasture supplemented on fodder crops on which animals are fed. 

Abundant water supply for drinking purposes hence enabling animals to produce milk. 

Large and ready market for r animal products such as milk and beef both locally and in other 
countries. 



Well-developed transport network by road, railways and air which enables easy marketing of 
animal products. 

Large sums of capital to purchase the feeds, pesticides and machinery leading to high output. 

Highly skilled labour to work in the livestock industry such as veterinary doctors, farm manager, 
feed producers. 

Sufficient power supply used in the running of dairy processed plants and meat packing plants 
leading to quality products. 

Intensive research carried out leading to the discovery of high quality cattle breeds. 

Supportive government policy such as giving of subsidies which encourage the farming 
activities. 

Political stability of the country making it possible for farmers to invest more in livestock. 

CONTRIBUTION OF LIVE STOCK/DAIRY FARMING IN SWITZERLAND. 

Livestock products such as beef and milk are sources of various food nutrients such as protein 
which improves on the health of the people. 

Source of foreign exchange through the export of animal products such as tinned milk and d beef 
hence promoting trade. 

Source of income for livestock farmers enabling them to improve on their living standards. 

It has created employment opportunities for many people such as veterinary doctors enabling 
them to improve on their standards of living. 

It has promoted the growth of industries such as meat packing plants, dairy plants and leather 
tanning which employs many people. 

It has led to the growth of urban centers with many social infrastructure for people e.g. Bern, 
Zurich, Geneva, Basel etc. 

It has led to the development of infrastructure such as roads and railways which improves on the 
movement of people. 

It has led to economic diversification through creating alternative source of income for people 
for better living and revenue for government for providing social services for the people. 

It provides cow dung which is used in the production of bio gas used as energy for domestic use 
such as cooking and lighting. Cow dung is also used to manufacture farm manure used in 
restoring soil fertility leading to high quality yield. 



It has promoted international relationship between Switzerland those countries which buy our 
livestock products hence attracting more investors in the country. 

PROBLEMS FACING THE LIVE STOCK INDUSTRY IN SWITZERLAND. 

Shortage of pasture especially during winter leading to low production of milk hence loss. 

Ragged and steep relief especially in the alpine region limits easy movement of animals while 
grazing. 

Shortage of labour to look after the animals hence limiting the expansion of the farms. 

Pests and diseases which attack and kill animals leading to losses. 

Limited domestic market for animal products due to low population. 

Competition for market with other livestock farming countries such as Germany Netherlands 
leading to a fall of prices which discourages farmers. 

Price fluctuation in th world market which affects the incomes earned by farmers hence 
discouraging the farmers. 

Poorly developed transport network especially in the mountainous alpine region making 
transportation of livestock products difficult. 

MEASURES/STEPS BEING TAKEN TO IMPROVE ON LIVE STOCK FARMING IN 
SWITZERLAND. 

Growing of fodder crops such as hay and alfalfa to supplement on natural pastures especially 
during winter. 

Use of air transport to deliver animal products such as milk to reach market centers 

Use of machines such as automatic milking machines. 

Hiring of immigrant labour to work in the livestock farms. 

Spraying with chemicals and treating of livestock to control pests. 

Vaccination of animals against diseases 

Exporting of livestock products such as tinned milk and beef as a way of expanding the market. 

Carrying out research so as to carry and widen the market for animal products. 

Carrying out collective marketing of animal’s products through cooperative societies so as to 
earn better prices. 



A SKETCH MAP OF SWITZERLAND SHOWING AGRICULTURAL REGIONS. 

NB: LEAVE MORE THAN HALF A PAGE FOR THE MAP. 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES IN SWITZERLAND. 

Switzerland has one of the highly modern industrial sector. The sector depends only on the 
modern exported raw materials since the local raw materials are less. 

The major industries found in Switzerland include the following: engineering industry, chemical 
industry, petro chemical industry, pharmaceutical industry, oil refining industry, food processing 
industry, foot ware industry, textile industry, watch making industry. 

INDUSTRIAL CENTERS IN SWITZERLAND. 

Switzerland has a number of industrial towns spread all over the country.Howver most of the 
major industrial enterprises are located in the Swiss plateau in towns such as 
bern,Interlaken,Zurich,st.gallen,Geneva etc. 

Other industrial centers in other regions include: 

In jura-basel, aara, Neuchâtel etc. 

In Alps-Lugarno, Locarno, Zermatt, maritigany, st.moritz, pontressina. 

A SKECTCH MAP OF SWITZERLAND SHOWING THE MAJOR INDUSTRIAL 
CENTRES. 

NB: LEAVE MORE THAN HALF A PAGE FOR THE MAP. 

FACTORS THAT HAVE LED TO THE GROWTH OF INDUSTRIES IN 
SWITZERLAND. 

Availability of various raw materials such as minerals, agricultural products from the country 
and others imported from other countries. 

Relatively flat land scape in the Swiss plateau which makes construction of industries easy. 

Large volumes of water provided by the available rivers and lakes used for various industrial 
purposes e.g. processing and cooling of machines. 

Sufficient power supply inform of natural gas, hydroelectricity and nuclear used in the running 
of industries. 

Well developed and efficient banking systems which provides large sums of capital for 
investments. 



Long policy of neutrality has ensured peace and stability enabling investment in the industrial 
sector. 

Switzerland’s central location in the heart of Europe with rich neighbors who provide ready 
market for the manufactured goods. 

Good hospitality of the Swiss people which has made them gain a wider market for their 
manufactured goods. 

Well-developed/efficient transport network by road, railway water and air enable importation of 
the needed raw materials and exportation of the manufactured goods. 

High level of technology leading to the manufacture of high quality goods leading to 
industrialization. 

Skilled labour to work in industries leading to production of high quality goods. 

Great innovativeness/ creativity of the Swiss people leading to production of high quality goods. 

Supportive government policies which promote industrial development e.g. attracting foreign 
investors, giving of soft bank credits. 

CONTRIBUTION OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT SECTOR TO THE SWISS 
PEOPLE. 

It is a source of foreign exchange through the export of manufactured goods such as vehicles, 
electronics, watches etc. which is used to facilitate foreign trade. 

It has created job opportunities for people such as engineers, chemist, accountants, drivers etc 
leading to improved standards of living. 

It’s a source of government revenue through imposing taxes on industrial investors an d workers 
enabling government to provide social services. 

It has promoted the growth of large urban centers with modern social amenities for people. 

It has led to economic diversification by providing an alternative source of income to improve 
standards of living and revenue for government for providing social services. 

It has promoted the development of infrastructure like schools, railway lines, hospitals etc. 
leading to improved social welfare of the people. 

It has provided ready market for other sectors e.g. agriculture, mining, forestry that led to their 
development. 



It has promoted the tourist industry by producing items demanded by the touristse.g binoculars, 
watches, cameras, ski-boats etc. 

It has led to international relationship between Switzerland and these countries which buy their 
manufactured goods hence attracting more investments in the country. 

PROBLEMS FACED BY THE INDUSTRIAL SECTOR IN SWITZELAND. 

Shortage of important raw materials such as iron ore and petroleum. 

Over dependence on imported raw materials with high prices. 

Small domestic/home market due to small population. 

Competition for market with other industrialized countries e.g. china, Germany, japan 

Shortage of indigenous labour to work industries due to low population. 

Land lockedness leading to high transport cost due to long distances while transporting goods. 

Ragged and mountainous land scape which have hindered development of transport routes. 

High cost of production incurred in the manufacture of high quality goods. 

Congestion along river Rhine leading to delay of both goods and raw materials 

Limited space for effective industrial expansion. 

STEPS BEING TAKEN TO ADDRESS THE PROBLEMS ABOVE 

Importation of the needed raw materials from other countries like cotton from Egypt. 

Recycling of the bi-products to ensure maximum utilization of the raw materials. 

Introduction of raw materials saving technology (advanced technology) to avoid wastage. 

Production of goods on orders so as to a void wastage of raw materials. 

Encouraging agricultural sector in order to produce for agro-based industries. 

Production of small an light quality products which don’t consume a lot of raw materials 

Carrying out market research so as to widen the market base of the manufactured goods. 

Production of quality and good industrial goods which can compete favorably in the world 
market. 



Promoting annual international trade fairs and exhibitions to attract more buyers hence widening 
market of goods. 

Emphasizing neutrality and being friendly to all countries all over the world so as to promote 
trade with them. 

Use of immigrant labour to work in industries to solve labour shortage. 

Automation (use of machines) of the industries to overcome human labour shortage eg use of 
robots. 

Use of air transport to transport goods to mountainous areas and also to overcome challenges of 
land lockedness. 

Use of Rhine water way to connect to the North Sea to overcome land lockedness 

Acquisition of soft loans/credits to meet the high production cost. 

Levelling of hilly areas to create land for industrial expansion. 


