
THEBOOKOF1SAMUEL:

SHILOHANDITSATTENDANTS(ELIANDHISSONS)

Shilohwasthecentralreligioussanctuarywereallthechiefpriestsresided.
AtthattimewhenSamuelwasborn,EliwasthechiefpriestatShiloh.

EliwasexpectedtoexecutereligiousdutiesofthecovenantfaithinIsrael.
EliwasbeinghelpedbyhissonsHophniandPhinehassincehewas
growingold.

HissonsHophniandPhinehasbroughtreligiousdecadence(sinfulness)in

IsraelandmadeitdifficultforIsraeltoretainherreligiousglory.

Insodoing,HophniandPhinehaslosttouchwithYahwehandstarted
experiencingabadtime.

Outoftheirreligiousmisconduct,thevisionsoftheLordbecameveryrare.
Godbecameveryannoyedandthat’swhyherejectedEliasthechiefpriest,
punishedhissonswithdeathfortheirseveremisconduct.

REASONSWHYELI(ELI’SFAMILY)WAS

REJECTED

StudyQuestions:

1.AccountfortherejectionofEliandhisfamilybyGodasjudgesofIsrael?

2.JustifyGod’srejectiontoEli’sfamily?

3.“ItwasEli’sfailuretoconsultGodthatGodrejectedhimandhisfamily”
Comment

4.TherejectionofEliandhisfamilywasinevitable.Comment

5.CommentonthecircumstancesthatnecessitatedtherejectionofEli

andhissonsasjudgesofIsrael.

Elientrustedpriesthoodtohissonsyettheywerenotworthyleadingtothe

rejectionofElihimselfandhissons.



HophniandPhinehasplayedsexwiththewomenwhoworkedatthealtar

whichdefiledYahweh’stempleleadingtoEli’srejectionandhisfamily.

HophniandPhinehasusedvulgarlanguageattheplaceofworshiping

YahwehcausingtherejectionofElitheirfatherandthemselves.

HophniandPhinehaswerecorruptfavouringtherichIsraeliteswhobrought

fattysacrificesandignoredthepoorIsraeliteswhobroughtbirdswhich

angeredYahwehcausingtherejectionofEliandhissons.

Eli’ssonsweregreedyespeciallyduringthetimesofsacrificewhenthey

rushedtoslaughterfattyanimalshenceshowedahighdegreeofgreedof

theirowndesiresinsteadoffulfillingGod’sdutieshenceEli’srejectionand

hisfamily.

Eli’ssonsatepartsofthemeatwhichbelongedtoYahwehonwere

delicioushenceabusingtherulesconcerningsacrificesinthenationof

Israelleadingtotherejection.

HophniandPhinehasfoughtforthesacrificesbroughtbythepeopleto

Yahwehwhichwasashamingandleftworshiperswonderingwhethertheir

sacrificeswerewelcomedbyYahwehledtoEli’srejectionandhisfamily.

HophniandPhinehasatethemeatwhenitwashalfcookedwhich

expressedahighdegreeofgreedandledworshiperstocomplainto

Yahwehhencetherejection.

Eli’ssonsusedtoabuseElitheirfatherandminimizinghiminpublicwhich

wascontrarytoIsrael’slawregardingrespecttoparentsleadingtothe

rejection.

ElilefthissonsintheserviceofYahwehaspriestyettheyrefusedto

changehencetheirrejectionwithElihimselfalthoughhewasinnocent.

GodtoldElitodosomethingabouthissonsbuthefailedhencelosinghis

priesthoodtogetherwithhissons.

ElifailedtopraytoGodtoforgivehim andgivehim controloversucha

sinfulsituationatShilohhencehisrejectiontogetherwithhissons.

HophniandPhinehasfailedtofollowtheexampleoftheirfatherwhohad



servedGodfaithfullyasapriesthencetheirrejection.

HophniandPhinehasmixedtheworshipofYahwehwithBaalism which

wascontrarytotheIsrael’slawofworshipnoGodbutmehencetheir

rejectionalongwiththeirfather.

HophniandPhinehaslackedspiritualpuritygiventheirsexualimmorality

hencetheirrejectiontogetherwiththeirfatherbyYahweh.

Eli’ssonscouldnotreceiveandinterpretvisionsfromYahwehduetotheir

immorallifehenceYahwehrejectingthemasmediatorsbetweenhimand

hispeople.

Eli’ssonsweredrunkardstakingalcoholinYahweh’stemplehencemisled

God’schosenpeopleofIsraelitesleadingtotheirrejection.

Elibecametoooldtoperform hispriestlydutiesefficientlyyetwere

disgracinghencehisrejectionandhisdisgracingsons.

NB:

ReasonforEli’sfamilyrejection:-

Elimadehissonspriests

HophniandPhinehasusedvulgarlanguage

Theyplayedsexwithwomen

Theywerecorrupt

Theyweregreedy

TheyatepartofthemeatbelongingtoYahweh.

Shilohbecameacentreofimmoralityhencewasnolongerworthyfor
God’sexistence.

HophniandPhinehasfoughtforsacrifices

Theyatehalfcookedmeat

Theyusedtoabusetheirfather

Theyrefusedtochange



Theydidnotfollowtheexampleoftheirfather.

TheyworshipYahwehtogetherwithBaal

Theylackedspiritualpurity

Theyweredrunkards

Elibecametooold

ElifailedtoprayforforgivenessfromYahweh

ElileftHophniandPhinehasinpriesthoodyettheyrefusedtochange

GodtoldElitodosomethingbuthefailed

Theyintimidatedworshiperswhobroughtsacrificesbyusingforcetopick
thebigparts.

CONSEQUENCESOFTHEMISCONDUCTOFTHEELI’SSONS

GodrejectedEliandhissonsaspriestsinIsraelhencehenolonger

acceptedtheirserviceandsacrifices.

VisionsofGodbecameraresinceYahwehnolongerappearedtoEliandhis
sons.

GodcalledSamueltotheofficeofpriesthoodsinceGodnolongerappeared
toEliandhissons.

GodcalledSamueltotheofficeofpriesthoodtorectifythemistakes
committedbyhisfamily.

TheIsraelitesweremadetobedefeatedandembarrassedatwarwiththe
Philistines.

ThecovenantwhichwasasignofGod’spresenceamongtheIsraelites

wascapturedbythePhilistines(1Samuel4:9)

ThelifespanofEli’sfamilywastoreducefromgenerationtogeneration.

Eli’sdaughter-in-lawproducedachildwhomtheattendantgaveaname

whichshowedthatthegloryofGodhaddepartedfromIsrael.



ThefamilymembersofEliweretodieofviolentdeaths.

AllthesonsofEli,HophniandPhinehasweretobekilledbythePhilistines

atthebattlefront(1Sam4:7)

WhenElilearntofthedeathofhissonsHophniandPhinehashealsodied
ofshock(1Sam4:17)

SinceHophniandPhinehashadnorespectforGod,theywerenottobe

respectedandweretobehighlytroubledseeingtheirprivilegesbeinggiven

toanotherfamily.

Eli’sdaughter-in-lawdiedwhengivingbirth.

KingSolomonremovedthedescendantsofElifromservingaspriestsof
Israel.

Eli’sfamilywastobesubjectedtoextremepoverty.Theywould

havetobegforfood.

WhatdoreligiousleaderslearnfromGod’s(Yahweh)rejectionto

Eli’sfamily?

TheyshouldobeyGodandbefaithfultohimunlikeHophniandPhinehas

whodisobeyedYahwehbymessinguphistemple.

TheyshouldbringgoodresultsinGod’splacesofworkunlikeHophniand

PhinehaswhobroughtshameinYahweh’stemple.

TheyshouldrespectGod’splacesofworshipunlikeHophniandPhinehas

whohadplayedsexattheentranceofthetemple.

TheyshoulddisciplinetheirchildrenunlikeEliwhofailedleadingtohis

rejection.

Theyshouldadvisetheirchildrentoshowagoodexampletoothers.

Theyshouldavoidcorruption.

Theyshouldliveholylives.



Theyshouldbepolitetothepeopletheylead.

TheyshouldserveGoduprightlytoavoidbeingreplaced.

Theyshouldavoidgivingofficestotheirimmoralchildrenincaseoftheir
mistakes.

SAMUELANDTHEESTABLISHMENTOFTHEMONARCHY.

CIRCUMSTANCESTHATLEDTOTHEBIRTHOFSAMUEL

SamuelwasbornintoanEphraimitefamilyofRamahwhoseparentswere
Elhanahand

Hannah.ThenameSamuelmeans“IaskedtheLordforhim”

ThecircumstancesinwhichSamuelwasbornandgrewupshowthathe

hadbeensetapartbyGodasachosenservant.

Thefollowingarethecircumstancesthatledtohisbirth:-

Hannah’sfaithledtoSamuel’sbirth,whereinherprayersshepromiseto

givebackthechildtoGodifshewastohaveone.

Eli’sblessingsledtoSamuel’sbirth,whereEliblessedHannahonrealizing

thatHannahwasnotdrunkbutsimplypouringherproblemsontoGod.

Hannah’sprayertoSamuel’sbirth,whereshecriedtoGodatShilohbitterly

thatElievencametobelievethatsheisdrunkhenceGodgrantingher

prayer.

Eli’sblessingsledtoSamuel’sbirthwhereEliblessedHannahonrealizing

thatshewasnotdrunkbutsimplypouringherproblemsontoGod.

TheneedforamilitarycommanderinIsraelledtoSamuel’sbirthsincethe

AmalekitesandPhilistineswereconstantlyattackingIsrael.

ElithechiefpriestatShilohhadgrownoldyethissonsHophniand

PhinehashadnotrespectedYahwehandthepriestlyoffice.

Hannah’smiseryandpain/agonyledtothebirthofSamuelsinceitcaused

hertopraytoGodhenceGodrespondingtoherfaithfulrequest.



Peninnah’sprovocationtoHannahmadeherlifemoremiserableand

uncomfortablehenceGodgivingherachildinordertobringorderand

comfortinElikanah’slife.

ThecollapseofthespirituallifeofIsraelledtothebirthofSamuelsince

Israeliteshadadoptedsyncretismyettherewasnostrongreligiousleader.

TherejectionofEli’sfamilyledtothebirthofSamuelsinceGoddecidedto

makeareplacementbycallingapersonwhowillserveasapriestanda

judge.

ThepoliticalandmoraldecayinIsraelledtothebirthofSamuelsincethis

sinfulnessmadeYahweh’svisionsrarehencethebirthofSamuelsothat

Godcouldhaveaprophettocommunicateto.

TheweakandwickedjudgesofIsraelledtothebirthofSamuelsince

judgeslikeSamsonlackedcharismaticleadership.

ThephilistinesthreatenedtooverrunIsraelmilitarilyhencethebirthofa

militarycommanderinthenameofSamueltoleadIsrael.

ThedecliningunityofIsraelasanationledtothebirthofSamuelsothathe

takesonthetaskofreunitingthe12tribesofIsrael.

Hannah’spromisetoGodledtoSamuel’sbirthwhenshepromisedGod

thatifshegivesherasonshewilldedicatehimtoYahweh.

THECALLOFSAMUEL(1Samuel3:1)

InthosedayswhenSamuelwasservingtheLordunderthedirectionofEli

thepriest,therewereveyfewmessagesfromtheLord.

OnenightwhenhewassleepingandSamuelwasalsosleepinginthe

templewherethecovenantboxwaskept,thelordcalledSamuelandhe

answered“Yessir”runningtoEliandtoldhimyouhavecalledmeonhereI

am.



ElitoldSamueltogobacktobedbecausehedidnotcallhim.

SamuelsleptandagainhehadavoicewhereheranbacktoElibutElitold

himtogobackandsleep.

SamuelwasforathirdtimerunningtoEliandnowElirealizedthatitwas

theLordcallingSamuel.ElitoldSamueltogobacktobedandwhenhehad

heardthevoiceagainhewastorespondthat“speakLordyourservantis

listening”.

TheLordcalledSamuelandtoldhimhewasgoingtodosomethingterrible

tothepeopleofIsraelandeveryonewhohearsaboutitwillbesurprised.

GodpromisedthathehadtoldElithathewasgoingtopunishhisfamily

foreverbecausehissonshadspokenevilthingsagainstGod.

GodtoldSamuelthatEliknewwhathissonsweredoingbuthenever
stoppedthem.

GoddeclaredtoEli’sfamilythatnosacrificeorofferingwastoremovethe

consequencesoftheirterriblesin.

AfterthatSamuelsleptagainandthefollowingdayhewasscaredofgiving
themessagetoEli.

EliaskedSamuelwhatGodhadtoldhimbutSamuelwasfearingtogive
himthemessage.

EliscaredSamuelthatGodwouldpunishhimifhekeptanythinguntold.

AtthatnoteSamueltoldElieverythingandinresponseElisaid“heisthe
Lord,hewilldowhateverseemsbesttohim”.



LESSONSLEARNTFROMTHECALLOFSAMUEL

WhatdomodernChristianslearnfromthecallofSamuel?

ChristiansshouldrespondpositivelytoGod’scalljustasSamuel

respondedpositivelytoGod’scall.

TheyshouldbeobedienttoGodjustasSamuelwasobedienttoGodand

deliveredGod’smessagetoEli.

TheyshouldcondemnpeoplejustasGodannouncedhiscondemnation

againstEli’sfamilythroughSamuelinthecall.

TheyshouldbeexemplaryjustasSamuelshowedagoodexamplewile

carryingouthisdutyatthetemplewhenGodcalledhim.

TheyshouldliveaholylifejustasSamuellivedaholyandthat’swhyGod

appearedtohiminavision.

TheyshoulddeliverGod’smessagewithoutfearorfavourunlikeSamuel

whohadfearedtodeliver.

TheyshouldlistentoadviceofeldersjustasSamuellistenedtoEli’sadvice

anddeliveredGod’smessagewithoutkeepinganythinguntold.

TheyshouldbehumblebeforeGodjustasSamuelhumbledhimselfwhen

heheardthevoicecallinghim.

TheyshouldrespectGod’shouse.

Theyshouldconsultreligiousleadersincaseofuncertaintiesjustas

SamuelkeptrunningtoEli.

Theyshouldco-workwithothersjustasSamuelco-workedwithEliduring

hiscall.



ModernChristiansshouldbereadytoserveGodatalltimesjustasSamuel

wasreadywhenGodcalledhimtoserve.

TheyshoulddoGod’sworkdailyasSamuelwasservingtheLordatthe

templedaily.

StudyQuestions..:

AnalysethecallofSamuelinIsraeltoserveasapriest(describethecall
ofSamuel).

GiveanaccountofthecallofSamueltobeaprophetinIsrael?(describe
thecallofSamuel)

ExamineSamuel’scall(1Sam3:1)

SIGNIFICANCEOFSAMUEL’SCALLTOTHEISRAELITES

Questions

1.AssessthesignificanceofthecallofSamuelinthehistoryofIsrael?

2.TowhatextentwasthecallofSamueltobeajudgeandaprophet
significantinIsrael’shistory?

ThecallofSamuelgaveIsraelaprophetwhowouldwarntheIsraelites

aboutgod’scomingjudgmentlikewhenheannouncedGod’sjudgmentto

Eli’sfamily.

ThecallgaveIsraelapriestwhoalwaysmediatedbetweenYahwehandthe

Israelites especiallyduring the time ofworship as outlined in the

regulationsconcerningpriestsinthebookofLeviticus.

ItgaveIsraelitesapriestwhoofferedsacrificestoYahwehonbehalfof

Israel.SuchsacrificeswereacceptedbyYahwehleadingtoharmonyand



peaceinIsrael.

ThecallgaveIsraelacharismaticleaderleadingtoYahweh’svisionswhich

wererareinIsraeltobereflectedagainfromtimetotime.

ThecallgaveIsraelajudgewhosettledconflictsrangingfromlandtoother
socialconflicts.

ThecallgaveIsraelamilitaryleaderwhocommandedIsraelitesduring

timesofmilitarycrisisoutofhisleadershipskill

.ItgaveIsraelapriestwhoencouragedrepentanceinIsrael.Outofhis

advice,theocracywasrevivedwhereIsraelitesincludedYahwehinalltheir

social,politicalandreligiouslife.

ThecallgaveIsraelitesaleaderwhoactedasamediatorlinkingthe

IsraelitestoYahwehandYahwehtotheIsraelites.

ThecallgaveIsraelaseerwhoassistedtheIsraelitescommunityinsolving

localproblemslikelaterwhenhehelpedSaultorecoverhisfather’slost

donkeys.

ThecallgaveIsraelakingmakerwhomGodorderedtoanointkingsin

IsraelhenceanointedSaulasthefirstkingofIsraelandDavidhis

successor.

ThecallgaveIsraelaspokesmanofYahwehwhodeliveredYahweh’s

messagetoIsraellikewhenhedeliveredYahweh’smessageofthe

rejectionofEli’sfamily.

ThecallgaveIsraelanintercessorwhowouldpleadonbehalfofthe

IsraelitesthroughprayerwheneverYahwehwantedtopunishthem.



ThecallgaveIsraelareligiousleaderwhoguidedthemtowardsthe

covenantfaithemphasizingtheimportanceofobservingandfollowingthe

tencommandantandotherlawsofGod.

SAMUEL'SPOLITICAL,SOCIALANDECONOMICROLESINISRAEL

Questions:

1. AssesstheroleplayedbySamuelinthepolitical,socialand
economiclifeofIsrael?

Samuelplayedthefollowingpolitical,socialandeconomicroleinIsrael:-

SamuelactedasaprophetwhowouldwarntheIsraelitesaboutGod’s

comingjudgmentlikewhenheannouncedGod’scomingjudgmenttoEli’s

family.

SamuelmediatedworshipinIsraelfollowingregulationslaiddowninthe

bookofLeviticus.

SamuelofferedsacrificestoYahwehonbehalfofIsraelwhichwere

acceptedbyYahwehleadingtoharmonyandpeaceinIsrael.

SamuelwasacharismaticleaderwholedIsraelwithoutfearofanybody

makingYahweh’svisionswhichwererareinIsraeltobereflectedagain

fromtimetotime.

Hewasajudgewhosettledconflictsrangingfromlandtoothersocial

conflictsinIsrael.

HewasamilitaryleaderwhocommandedIsraelitesatwarandduring

timesofmilitarycrisisusinghisleadershipskills.

HeencouragedrepentanceinIsraeloutofhisadvicetheocracywasrevived



whereIsraelitesincludedYahwehinalltheirsocial,political,religiouslife.

However,negativelySamuelplayedthefollowingsocial,political,
economicroleinIsrael:-

ManytimesSamuelwasrudetoSaulwhichwasunderminingSaul’s
kingshipespeciallywhenSaulmessedupinthewarwiththeAmelekites.

SamueloversupervisedSaulandmadehisfreedomtotakepersonal
decisions.

Samuelattemptedtomaketheofficeofpriesthoodhereditarybymaking

hissonsAbijahandJoelreplacehimaspriests.

Samuelidentifiedthecovenantboxwhichhadbeencapturedbythe

philistinesbutheneverattemptedtobringitbacktoIsrael.

SamueldelayedtooffersacrificeswhenKingSaulandtheIsraeliteswere

goingtofightthephilistineswhichmadeSaulimpatientandheofferedthe

sacrificecausingSaul’srejectionbyGod.

HewaspowerhungrysincewhentheIsraelitesdemandedforakinghe

wasnothappybecausehehadappointedhissonstoreplacehimasjudges.

HewasunforgivingsincewhenSauldisobeyedGodandaskedSamuelto

prayforhim,heneverrespondedpositively.



GOD’SPROPHECYTOELI’SFAMILYTHROUGH

SAMUEL

studyQuestions:

ExamineGod’smessagetoElithechiefpriestandhisfamilythrough
Samuel?

AnalyseGod’sjudgmentinthehouseofEli?

AssesstheprophecythatGodsenttoEli’sfamilythroughSamuel?

GodtoldSamuelduringthecallthatEli’sfamilywastonolongerservehim

aspriestsinIsrael.

GodsaidtoSamuelinthecallthathewouldcutthestrengthofEli’s

servantsandnooneofthemwouldliveuptohisoldage.

GodsaidthatthoseofEli’sfamilywhowouldsurvivehisdestructionwould

becomeblindandhopeless.

GodsaidthatEli’ssonsHophniandPhinehaswoulddieonthesameday.

Godsaidthathewasgoingtoriseupanotherleaderasapriesttoreplace
Eli’sfamily.

GodsaidthatthosewhowouldsurviveinEli’sfamilycouldbecome

beggarsforfoodandmoneyforsurviving.

GodsaidthatEli’sdescendantswouldbefilledwithenvyonlookingat

anothermanenjoyingtheirformerprivileges.

GodsaidthathehadrejectedthesacrificesgiventohimbyEli’ssons.

GodsaidthattimewascomingwhenhewouldkilltheyoungmaninEli’s
familyandclan.



Godsaidthathewouldnolongerrespectthosewhodisrespecthimbut

wouldrespectonlythosewhorespecthim.

WHYISRAELDEMANDEDFORAKING

TheIsraeliteswereinfluencedbytheneighbouringnationswhichhad
physicalhumankings.Hencetheywantedtobelikeothernations.

Samuelasajudgewasgettingtooold.TheIsraelitesthereforewanted

someonetotakeonhisresponsibility.

SamuelhadappointedhissonsAbijahandJoeltosuccesshim yetthey

werecorruptanddislikedbytheIsraeliteshencedemandingforaking.

SamuelhadmadetheofficeofpriesthoodhereditarybyappointingAbijah

andJoelhissonsyettheydidnotfollowhisexamplehencetheelderof

IsraelaskingGodthroughSamueltohaveaking.

Atthistime,thePhilistinethreatwastoomuchhencetheIsraeliteswanted

Samueltoleadthemagainsttheirenemies.

Israeliteswantedakingtounitethemasanationandmakethemtobea

strongpoliticalnation.

TheGodofIsraelwasinvisiblehencetheywantedaleaderwhomthey

wouldphysicallyseeandtalktoface-to-face.

Israeliteswantedakingsothathemakesimmediatedecisionsand

responsestotheirproblems.Thisisbecausethepriestswhowereserving

asGod’sagentswouldtakealongprocessconsultingGodfirst.

Israel’sneighbouringnationslikeSyria,Philistine,Tyre,AssyritaAssyria

wereeconomicallyprosperoushenceIsraeliteswantedakingtoleadthem



toeconomicprosperity.

TheIsraeliteshadforgottentheiruniquenatureasaspecialpeopleofGod

underGod’sleadershiphencethisdeclineintheirfaithandmoralsledto

theirdemandforaking.

PriestsandjudgesinIsraelhadshownsomeweaknessesintheirduties

andthereforelostconfidenceinthemhencedemandingforaking.

TotheIsraelites,demandingforakingdidnotmeandenyingYahweh’s

leadershipbutsimplywantedachangeintheirpoliticallife.

Israeliteshadanaturalprideandthereisnowaytheythoughttheycould

havebeenseenasaprominentpeopleintheregioniftheyhadnokingto

leadthem.

TheyalsothoughtthattheyhadabigroletoplayasGod’smediatorsinthe

worldasagentsofaMessianicnation.

Israelitesfeltthatpeaceandcouldeasilybeachievedwithakingamidst
themthisdemandingforaking.

Israelitesfeltthattheyneededtoberespectedmorebytheneighbouring

nationsespeciallywhentheybelievedthattheirkingwouldbestronger

thanthekingoftheneighbours.

Israeliteswantedakingtomobilizethem fortradewithneighbouring

nationslikeotherkingsweredoingintheirnationsaround.

Israeliteshadforgottenthattheirdefeatinwarswasaresultoftheirown

leadersaswehencedemandingforakingtoleadtheminawar.



EXTERNALFACTORSTHATLEDTOISRAELITES'DEMANDFORAKING

Questions:

TowhatextentwasIsrael’sdemandforakingaresultofexternalfactors?

“ItwastheexternalinfluencethatledtoIsrael’sdemandofaking”
comment?

ToagreaterextentIsrael’sdemandforakingwasasaresultofthe

followingexternalfactors:-

Israelwantedakingtobelikeneighbouringnationswhichhadkingshence

anexternalfactor.Israel’sneighbouringnationslikethePhilistineswerea

threathencedemandingforakingtoendthePhilistinethreatwhichwasan

externalfactor.

Israel’sneighbouringnationwasprosperingeconomicallyhence

demandingforakingtoprosperlikeneighbouringnations.

Kingsinneighbouringnationsweremakingimmediatedecisionsand

responsestotheirpeople’sproblemshencedemandingforakingtomake

immediatedecisionsandresponsestotheirproblemsliketheirneighbours.

Israel’sneighboursappearedvictoriousatwarhencedemandingforaking

toleadthemtosuccessatwar.Israelitesalwayssuffereddefeatfromtheir

neighboursatwarhencedemandingforakingtoleadthemtovictoryat

waragainsttheirneighbours.



Israel’sneighbouringnationsappearedunitedunderakinghence

demandingforakingtoleadthemtounityasanation.

Neighbouringnationshadkingswhocouldtalktothemface-to-faceunlike

IsraelwhoseGodwasinvisibleasaleaderhencedemandingforaphysical

leader.

Neighbouringnationswereseenasprominentnationswithprideunder

kingshenceIsraeldemandingforakingtogainthesameprominenceand

pride.

Kingsinneighbouringnationsorganizedtheirpeoplefortradewithother

nationshenceIsraeldemandedforakingtomobilizethemoftradeaswell.

Israel’sdesireforrespectfromtheneighbouringnationsmadethem

demandforthekingsothatothernationscouldgivethemmorerespect

undertheking.

INTERNALFACTORSTHATLEDTOISRAELITES'DEMANDFORAKING

HowevertoalesserextentIsrael’sdemandforakingwasaresultofthe
followinginternalfactors:-

Samuelasajudgehadgrownold.

SamuelappointedhissonsAbijahandJoelaspriestsyettheydidnot
followhisexample.

Samuelhadmadetheofficeofjudgehereditary.

Priestsandjudgeshadshownsomeweaknessintheirduties.

Israeliteswantedtochangetheirpoliticallife.

Theywantedakingwhocouldbringpeace.



TheythoughtthattheyhadabigroletoplayasGod’smediatortotheworld.

Israelhadforgottenthattheirdefeatinwarswasaresultoftheirown
leaders.

Israeliteshadforgottenthattheywereatheocraticnation.

IsraeliteshadlostfaithinYahwehwhohadbeentheirking.

Samuel’ssonswerecorruptasjudgesi.e.AbijahandJoel.

TowhatextentdidSamuel’ssonscausetheIsrael’sdemandforaking?

ToalesserextentSamuel’ssonscausedtheIsraelitesdemandforaking
asfollows:-

JoelandAbijahfailedtofollowtheirfather’sexample.Thesemadethe

Israeliteslosetrustinthemaspriestshencedemandingforaking.

JoelandAbijahaskedformoneyfromtheIsraelitestodotheirpriestlyrole.

Thisannoyedthemhencedemandingforaking.

SamuelmakingAbijahandJoeljudgesmeantthattheofficeofpriesthood

washereditarysomethingIsraelitesdidnotwelcomehencedemandingfor

aking.

HoweverotherfactorsotherthanAbijahandJoelgreatlyinfluenced

Israelitestodemandforakingasfollows:-

Samuelgrewold

IsraelwantedakingtobeamediatorbetweenthemandGod.

Israeliteswantedtobelikeneighbouringnationswithkings.

Israeliteswantedtobelikeneighbouringnationswhichwereprospering
economically.

Kingsweregivingimmediatedecisionsandresponsesinneighbouring
nations.



Neighbouringnationsweresuccessfulatwarwithkings.

Israelsuffereddefeatfromneighbouringnationswhichhadkings.

Neighbouringnationsappearedunitedunderkings.

Israeldesiredrespectfromneighbouringnationshencethoughtwithaking

theywouldacquirethatrespect.

Israelwantedtobeanationofprominenceandpride.

Israelwantedakingtheywouldmeetface-to-face.

Theywantedakingtoleadthemtotradewithothernations.

Questions:

TowhatextentwereinternalfactorsresponsibleforIsrael’sdemandfora
king?

Toalesserextent,internalfactorswereresponsibleforIsrael’sdemandfor
akingasfollows:-

JoelandAbijahaskedthemformoney

JoelandAbijahwerecorrupt

Samuelhadgrownold

SamuelhadmadepriesthoodhereditarybychoosingJoelandAbijah

JoelandAbijahdidnotfollowtheirfather’sexample.

TheywantedakingtobeamediatorbetweenthemandGod.

Israelwantedakingtheywouldmeetface-to-face.

JoelandAbijahwereunrepentant.

HophniandPhinehashadearlierondisappointedIsraelitesandpriest.

Israeliteswantedakingtounitethem.

Theywantedakingtogivethemimmediateresponseanddecisionsto
mostoftheirchallenges



IsraelitesweretiredofYahwehastheirinvisibleleader

Yahweh’svisionssometimesdelayedtocomeassolutionstochallenges
Israeliteswerefacing.

Howevertoagreaterextentinternalfactorswereresponsible:-

ItwasinGod’splanthattheyhadtodemandforakinginCanaan.

TheIsraeliteswerefacingthephilistinethreatunderGoliath

Israel’sneighbouringnationswereledbyakingatwar

Israelfelttheywouldberespectedbyothernationswhichalsohadkings.

Israelwantedakingtoleadthemintradewithothernations

Israelneighbouringnationsweredefeatingthematwarwithoutaking.

SAMUEL’SRESPONSETOISRAEL’SDEMANDFORAKING

SamuelreactedtothisdisappointingdemandforakingbyturningtoGodin
prayer.

SamuelexpressedhisdisappointmentandwarnedtheIsraelitesofthe

likelydangersoftheking.

SamuelwasnothappywiththeIsraelitesdemandsforakingsincethe

demandforakingchallengedthekingshipofYahwehoverIsrael.

Hewasnothappywiththedemandsinceitwasarejectionofthe

theocraticleadershipofYahwehyetatMt.SinaitheyhadacceptedYahweh

asking.

HewasnothappywiththeirdemandsinceitshowedtheIsraeliteshadnot

appreciatedalltheLordhaddoneforthem.

HewasnothappywiththeirdemandsinceitshowedthattheIsraelites

wereinfluencedbythepagannationsandyettheyhadbeenwarned



againstthisinfluence.

Hewasnothappywiththeirdemandsinceitwasarejectionofhissons

whomhehadappointedasjudges.

HewasnothappyfortheirdemandsinceitwasprovokingGod’sangerasit

showedrejectionofGod’sruleandleadership.

Hewasnothappyfortheirdemandofkingsinceheforesawthedangers

thatwouldcomewiththehumankinglikeovertakingofIsraelites.

Hewasnothappywiththedemandsincekingswouldcreatewarsand

bring/leadtobloodshed.

Hewasnothappywiththeirdemandforakingsinceitexposedthe

weaknessesofhissonsandthereforehisweaknessasaparent.

Hewasnothappywiththeirdemandsinceitshowedhimasaweakleader

hencehewasannoyed.

Questions:

AccountforSamuel’snegativeresponsetotheIsraelitesdemandfora
king.

JustifySamuel’snegativeresponsetotheIsraelitesdemandfortheking?

Israel’sdemandforakingchallengedthekingshipofYahwehoverIsrael

leadingtoSamuel’snegativeresponsetotheirdemand.

Theirdemandforakingwasarejectionofthetheocraticleadershipwhere

Israel’sleaderwastobeYahweh.

Israel’sdemandforakingshowedthatIsraelhadnotappreciatedwhatthe



LordhaddoneforthemespeciallyinEgyptandthisledtoSamuel’s

negativeresponsetotheirdemand.

TheirdemandforakingshowedthatIsraelhadbeeninfluencedbypagan

nationsandthiscausedSamueltorespondnegativelytotheirdemand.

TheirdemandshowedthatIsraelhadrejectedSamuel’ssonshehad

appointedasjudgesandasahumanbeingSamuelnegativelyrespondedto

theirdemand.

TheirdemandwouldprovokeGod’sangersinceitwasasignofrejecting

himandhisleadershiphenceSamuelnegativelyrespondingtotheir

demand.

TheirdemandforakingwouldbringdangersinIsraellikeIsraelfocusing

onahumanleaderandtotallyforgettingYahweh.

Theirdemandwouldbringakingwhowouldpromotewarswhichwould

leadtohighlossoflivesofthepeopleofGod.

TheirdemandexposedtheweaknessofSamuel’ssonsJoelandAbijahas

judgesandthisledtoSamuel’snegativeresponse.

TheirdemandexposedSamuelasaweakjudgehencerespondingtothem
negatively.

TheirdemandexposedSamuelasajudgewhohadgrowntoooldtocarry
outhisdutiesinIsraelandthismadehimtorespondnegativelytotheir
demand.

TheirdemandshowedSamuel’sweaknessasaparentwhosesonsJoel

andAbijahhadbeenrejectedasjudgeshencerespondingthemnegatively.



SAMUEL’SWARNINGSTOTHEPEOPLES’DEMANDSFORAKING(1Sam
8:10-18)

SamueltoldtheIsraelitesthatakingwastoforcetheirsonsintothearmy

sothattheyserveasmilitarymen.

HetoldthemthatakingwastotaketheIsraelitesintoforcedlabour.

HetoldtheIsraelitesthatakingtheyweredemandingwastopromote

warswhichwouldleadtohighlossoflifeinIsrael.

HetoldthemthatakingwastotakeIsrael’sdaughtertoworkforhimas
maids.

HetoldtheIsraelitesthatakingwastooppressandexploitthemyet

YahwehhadrejectedexploitationandoppressionofanIsraelitebyafellow

Israelite.

Hetoldthemthatakingtheyweredemandingwastopromoteinjusticein
Israel.

HetoldthemthatthekingtheyweredemandingwastograbtheIsraelites

propertysuchaslandandtakeitashisown.

Hetoldthemthatthekingtheyweredemandingwastopromoteinjustice
inIsrael.

Hetoldthemthatthekingtheyweredemandingwastopromotenepotism

andfavouritismamongIsraelites.

Hewouldgivehighpositionsinofficetohisrelativesandthoseheliked.

Hetoldthemthatakingtheyweredemandingwastopromotesyncretism

whereIsraeliteswouldendupworshipingYahwehalongsideCanaanite

Gods.

Hetoldthemthatakingtheyweredemandingwastopromoteapostasyin



IsraelwhereIsraeliteswouldenduprejectingYahwehtotallyastheirleader.

Hetoldthemthatakingtheyweredemandingwastomurderinnocent
Israelites.

Hetoldthemthatakingtheyweredemandingwastoleadpeopleastray
andturnawayfromthecovenantfaithhencemisleadingthepeopleofGod.

CHARACTERISTICSOFAGOODKINGINISRAEL

AkingwastobechosenbyYahwehandwassupposedtobeanointedwith
oil.

AkingwassupposedtobeanIsraeliteandnotaforeigner.

AkingwassupposedtobeananointedofGodhencehadtobeamessiah

andhisdutiesweregivenbyGodhimself.

AkingwassupposedtobearepresentativeofYahwehonearthamongthe
Israelites.

Akingwassupposedtobeloyaltothecovenantandthecovenantfaith.

AkingwassupposedtoacknowledgethathisauthoritycomesfromGod.

AkingwassupposedtogivespiritualguidancetotheIsraelitesandalso

leadthemtothecovenantfaith.

AkingwassupposedtoprotectpeopleofGodtheIsraelites.

Akingwasnotallowedtomarryaforeignwoman.

Akingwasnotsupposedtohavealargenumberofhorsesforhisarmy.

Akingwasnotsupposedtomarrymanywomensincetheywouldturnhum

awayfromGodandthecovenantfaith.



Question:

“Samuel’sangertowardsIsrael’sdemandforakingwasduetohis

personalinterests”discuss?

ItstruethatSamuel’sangertowardsthepeoples’demandforakingwas

duetothefollowingpersonalinterests:-

Samuelhadmadehissonstobejudgessohethoughttheywerebeing
rejected.

Hethoughthewasbeingrejectedbecauseofoldagewhichwasapersonal
interest.

Samuelsaidthatthepeoples’requestwoulddiverttheirmindsfromGod

yetherehewashidinghispersonalinterest.

Thedemandshowedhimasaweakleaderhencehebecameunhappy

whichwasapersonalinterest.

Hemadehissonstoserveasjudgeshencehedidnitloosehissonsas

judgeswhichwasapersonalinterest.

ThedemandexposedtheweaknessofSamuel’ssonsasjudgeshence

respondingtoitnegativelyasapersonalinterest.

Thedemandexposedhisweaknessesasaparentwhosesonswereweak

judgeshencehisnegativeresponsetoitasapersonalinterest.

Howeverhisanger(negativeresponse)wascausedbyotherfactorsas
follows:-

Israelwasatheocraticnation.

ThedemandshowedrejectionofGod.

ThedemandwasasignthatIsraelwasnolongerholy.



ThedemandwasasignoflackofappreciatingwhatGodhaddonefor
Israel.

Godhadallalongchosenleadersofhischoicetoleadhispeople.

SamuelhadseenhowtheCanaanitekingsmistreatedthepeople.

IsraelwasachosennationsospecialtoGodthatSamueldidnotwant

foreigninfluencestomixupwithit.

(a)DiscussSamuel’swarningsagainstIsrael’sdemandforaking.

(b)Towhatextentwerethesewarningsfulfilledduringthereignof
Israel’skings?

Toagreaterextent,thesewarningswerefulfilledduringIsrael’sreignof
kingsasfollows:

ManyIsraelitesbecameking’sservantsrunningbeforeandaftertheir
chariots.

KingsgrabbedlandoftheIsraeliteslikekingAhabtookNaboth’svineyard.

KingstookwivesoftheIsraeliteslikekingDavidtookBathshebaUriah’s
wife.

KingsmistreatedtheIsraelitesthroughforcedlabourlikekingSolomon

madeIsraelitesworkasslavesonbuildinghispalace.

KingsforcedIsraelitestopayheavytaxeswhichtheyusedtospendon

theirluxuriouslife

KingsputfellowIsraelitesinchargeofforcedlabourlikeSolomonput

AdoniruminchargeofchargingtaxesonIsraelites.

KingsmadefellowIsraelitestheirslaves.

KingsmarriedmanywomenhencetookIsraelitesdaughtersastheirwives

e.g.KingSolomonhad700wives.



Israelitesweremadetocontributetothefeedingoftheking’sdailypalace
needs.

KingsledIsraelitesawayfromGodbyfollowingthegodsoftheirforeign
wives.

However,kingsledtoeconomicprosperityinIsraelasfollows:-

KingsformedarmiesthatdefendedIsraelandbroughtmilitaryvictory

againsttheirenemies.TheyunitedIsraelitesintoonenationlikeKingDavid

broughttogetherIsraelitesoftheSouthandtheNorth.

Kingspromotedmonotheism inIsraellikeKingDavidmadeJerusalem a

capitalofreligiousworship.

KingsexpandedIsrael’sboundariesespeciallyDavidinthewarshefought

withtheneighbours.


